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Sunday, July 31, 2022 
Eighth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

Prelude 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Whose steadfast love  
endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
 

We confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own 
way.  Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best 
seats at the table.  When met by those in need, we have too often passed 
by on the other side.  Set us again on the path of life.  Save us from 
ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.  Amen. 
 
Hear the good news!  God does not deal with us according to our sins but 
delights in granting pardon and mercy.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven  You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 
 

Opening Hymn:  Son of God, Eternal Savior No. 655 
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Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Litany  
 

God of creation, we thank you for turning the earth toward the Sun. 
  We thank you for the summer, the time of growth and flourishing life. 
As the days and the light are long, so is your love, O God: 
  Endless, fruitful, full of possibility, bursting with energy. 
As growing things are awake and progressing, so may we become awake to your 
light and to your love: 
  Making progress, seizing opportunities to grow, getting ready for the 
harvest. 
As our place on the earth faces the sun, 
  Turn us toward your Son following the way of Christ, maturing in faith, 
spreading seeds     
   of Good News to all. 
Fill us with light and life and love. 
  Fill us with Christ.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach 
us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure 
what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek 
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 
business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the 
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after 
wind. 
 
 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be 
wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my 
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wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to 
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes 
one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be 
enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 
22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the 
sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at 
night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 
 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 49:1-12 

 1Hear this, all you peoples; 
  give ear, all you who dwell in the world, 
 2you of high degree and low, 
  rich and poor together. 
 3My mouth shall speak of wisdom, 
  and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 
 4I will incline my ear to a proverb 
  and set forth my riddle upon the harp.  
 5Why should I be afraid in evil days, 
  when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 
 6the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess, 
  and boast of their great riches? 
 7One can never redeem another, 
  or give to God the ransom for another’s life; 
 8for the ransom of a life is so great 
  that there would never be enough to pay it, 
 9in order to live forever and ever 
  and never see the grave. 
 10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish 
  and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 
 11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from 
generation to generation, 
  though they had named lands after themselves. 
 12Even though honored, they cannot live forever; 
  they are like the beasts that perish.  
 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11 

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are 
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above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with him in glory. 
 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath 
of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also 
once followed, when you were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all 
such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your 
mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self 
with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal 
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation

 

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 

The holy gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a 
judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man 
produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have 
no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 
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be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon “First Word Problems” Pastor Timothy Miller  
 
Hymn of the Day:  Be Thou My Vision No. 793 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
    Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he was descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring 
reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school 
teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide instruction for the building up 
of your church. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring 
relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our 
food. Nourish the land and all its habitants. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring 
justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military 
personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the 
nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of 
life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or 
physical distress (especially). Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, 
bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees 
and give them clarity for the work of ministry in this place (specific ministries may 
be named). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints (especially). 
Inspire us by their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and 
to be rich in love toward you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory No. 705 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS008914.New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common 
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 

AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  
 At 9:00… 
   
 Guest Pastor:  Pastor Timothy Miller 
 Service Leader:  Guy Miller 
 Lector:   Joyce Patterson 
 Acolyte:   Carlie Wiedenheft 
 Usher:   Ken Schenk 
  
 July Altar Care:  Sheryl Miller 
   
   
ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God in celebration of Jacob & 
Amy Stierhoff’s 6th Wedding Anniversary, Love Mom & Dad 
  
PRAYER CONCERNS 

  
For all directly or indirectly effected by the Mass Shootings happening 

nationwide and Ukraine Crisis; 
FAITH members, including; Brian & Mary Ann Hickman; 

the people of Zion, Sandusky and their Deacon Carolyn Steinfeldt; 
the ministry of Nehemiah Partners in providing activities and services for 

Sandusky youth and their families. 
  
ATTENDANCE 
 July 24:  45 + 25 = 70 
  

DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation 
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
 
THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or 
given without other designation) benefits Current Expenses.  LOOSE CHECKS 
will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise on the 
check memo line.  
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 This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Worship Services    9:00 am 
 
WEDNESDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
  
SUNDAY  Communion Service    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   

 
SUNDAY COMPUTER  HELP NEEDED.  We need some volunteers to help run 
the Facebook Live video stream on Sundays that Cathy Wobser is unavailable to 
be here.  This can be done at the 8:00 or 10:30 service.  Please see Cathy or talk 
to the church office if you would like to help. 
 
 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS to help Dave & Cathy Wobser in 
updating our outdoor sign board.  They are looking to rotate months or whatever 
might work for your schedule.  Please see them or contact the church office if you 
would like to help with this ministry. 
 
 
 
IT IS TIME TO START COLLECTING FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
PERSONAL CARE KITS.  There is a great need to build back these kits that are 
urgently in demand.  The kit contains the following items: 
  

*  One light weight bath size towel (52” x 27”), dark colors are recommended.        
 *  Two or three bars of soap that equal 8 to 9 oz in original wrapping. 
 *  One adult size toothbrush in the original packaging. 
 *  One sturdy comb 
 (You can get all of this at Dollar Stores at good prices) 
  
The kits will be assembled and packed in boxes on God’s Work Our Hands Sunday 
in September.  Our goal is to pack at least 100 kits.  Thank you in advance for your 
help in assisting those in need. 
  
There is a display of the items needed in the office hallway.   
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This fundraiser is coming in August 

(But we are collecting shoes now)   
  

All gently used or new shoes are needed.  We need to reach approximately 2,500 pairs of shoes.   

  

All kinds of shoes are accepted:  tennis shoes, boots, cleats, basketball shoes, flip flops, heels, adult, 

kids, baby 

Mission Service Team 

Basket in hallway at Trinity 

Now through September 

Betsy Stierhoff, Bonnie Lieb, Jim Bertsch 


