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Maundy Thursday Worship
April 6, 2023

Today our Lenten journey ends and we come together for the Great Three Days
as we focus on Jesus’ death and resurrection. This time is filled with rites, ritual,
and remembrance that deepens our understanding of our faith and all that God
has done. Tonight, we hear words of forgiveness, are given the mandate to love
and serve one another, and are welcomed to Christ’s table. The worship that
starts this evening continues tomorrow so we leave in silence.

Confession & Forgiveness:

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each
other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against
God and our neighbor and enter the celebration of the great Three Days
reconciled with God and with one another.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name.

Amen.
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Hymn during personal absolution: “Come Bring Your Burdens” No. 1009
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Text: South African; English text Barbara Clark, Mairi Munro, and Martine Stemerick

Music: WOZA NOMTHWALO WAKHO, South African melody; arr. Welile Sigabi
English text and arr. © 2008 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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The assembly is seated. People may come forward and stand for the laying on of
hands. The minister, laying both hands on each person’s head, addresses each
in turn.

In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins.

The person may respond Amen.

Greeting
Prayer of the Day

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall mark
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.
“Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to
take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. “If a household is too
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb
shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. [°Your lamb
shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from
the goats. °You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. “They shall take
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in
which they eat it. “They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. °Do not eat any of it
raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner
organs. *°You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains
until the morning you shall burn. ] *'This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lorbp. “For | will pass through the land of
Egypt that night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: |
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am the LorD. “*The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:
when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when
| strike the land of Egypt.

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LoRD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

‘I love the LorD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
“for the LoRD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
?How shall | repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
Bl will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LoRbD.
Y1 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God'’s people.
“Precious in your sight, O LORD,
Is the death of your servants.
0 Lorb, truly I am your servant; | am your servant, the child of your
handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
81 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God'’s people,
°in the courts of the LorD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

“*For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, ““and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” ?°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
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it, in remembrance of me.” “°For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end. “The devil had already put it into the heart of
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper ®Jesus, knowing
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from
God and was going to God, “got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and
tied a towel around himself. °“Then he poured water into a basin and began to
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.
°He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?” "Jesus answered, “You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will
understand.” ®Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” °Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” ‘“Jesus said to him, “One who
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And
you are clean, though not all of you.” *'For he knew who was to betray him; for
this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

2After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, “Do you know what | have done to you? **You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what | am. *“So if |, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
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“For | have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you.
“Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. *’If you know these things, you
are blessed if you do them.”

3“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.
*If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. **Little children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look
for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you
cannot come.’ *| give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just
as | have loved you, you also should love one another. **By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of Day: Where Charity and Love Prevalil No. 359
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Texs: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt,

Music! atir. Lucius Chapin, 1760~1842
Teexe € 1960 World Library Publications

6|Page

TWENTY-FOURTH
(w9 /]



Blessings for Hands and Feet

On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he
has loved us. We who receive God'’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one
another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Traditionally
we have remembered this by the symbolic washing of feet. Tonight, | ask you to
look at your hands and feet. These are God’s instruments for service in the
world. May God bless + your hands, your feet, and your lives with love enough
to serve God and all people. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may
be adapted or used as appropriate.

Trusting in Jesus who gave his life for the world, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God who kneels to wash our feet, gather your church around the world during
this holy week. Humble the powerful and lift up any who are marginalized. Renew
our faith and make us bold in service and love to our neighbors. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God who blesses the grain of the soil and the fruit of the vine, inspire in us a
reverent care for the earth. Sustain fields, gardens, and wild places, that all
people are fed and every living thing flourishes. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God whose greatest commandment is love, guide all who govern by the principle
of love. Transform unjust human systems that oppress some for the gain of
others. Restore communities as places of justice and concern for those who are
vulnerable. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God who was betrayed, comfort people everywhere who have suffered abuse at
the hands of someone they knew and trusted. Heal the bodies, minds, and hearts
of victims of exploitation. Help all in pain to know that you are near (especially).
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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God who sits at the table with us, grant the joy of your presence to people
celebrating first communion today, and to all who share the meal. Strengthen
communities of faith in grace and courage. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God who brings new life out of death, we pray with thanks for the lives of those
who have joined the communion of saints (especially). In our holy meal, connect
us to the faithful who have gone before us, and nourish us as your people living
today. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive these prayers, loving God, for the sake of the One who loved us to the
end, Jesus Christ, our redeemer.
Amen.

The Meal

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, give for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil: For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen
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Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

Communion
Please come forward as you are guided by the ushers.

Stripping of the Altar

After the meal was over, Jesus and his disciples sang a hymn and went to the
Mt. of Olives where Jesus would pray in anguish.

Soon he would be arrested, led away and stripped of every earthly comfort, even
life itself. In other years, we remember this by the stripping of the altar. In a
moment, we will participate in the tradition of stripping the altar. As you watch
the removal of the items being taken away from the altar, we are reminded of all
that has taken this past year and how our lives have been altered. But we
remember on this night, that Jesus has gone before us. And — Jesus is with us
now. Think on this past year as we read Psalm 88.

The altar is stripped as Psalm 88 is read
Psalm 88

'O Lord, my God, my Savior,

by day and night | cry to you.

’Let my prayer enter into your presence;

incline your ear to my lamentation.

3For | am full of trouble;

my life is at the brink of the grave.

4] am counted among those who go down to the pit;

| have become like one who has no strength;

Slost among the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave,

whom you remember no more, for they are cut off from your hand.
®You have laid me in the depths of the pit,

in dark places, and in the abyss.

"Your anger weighs upon me heavily,

and all your great waves overwhelm me.

8You have put my friends far from me; you have made me to be abhorred by
them;

| am in prison and cannot get free.

"My sight has failed me because of trouble;

Lord, | have called upon you daily; | have stretched out my hands to you.
%Do you work wonders for the dead?

Will those who have died stand up and give you thanks?

1Will your lovingkindness be declared in the grave,

your faithfulness in the land of destruction?
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L2Will your wonders be known in the dark

or your righteousness in the country where all is forgotten?
13But as for me, O Lord, | cry to you for help;

in the morning my prayer comes before you.

14 Lord, why have you rejected me?

Why have you hidden your face from me?

15Ever since my youth, | have been wretched and at the point of death;
| have borne your terrors and am helpless.

18Your blazing anger has swept over me;

your terrors have destroyed me;

17they surround me all day long like a flood;

they encompass me on every side.

18My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me,
and darkness is my only companion.

The Three Days of Holy Week continue tomorrow with the service for Good
Friday at 7:00 pm. We now leave in silence.

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS008914. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

AT WORSHIP THIS EVENING:

Interim Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lector: Gayle Thompson

Communion Assistant: Guy Miller

Acolyte: Carlie Wiedenheft

Usher: Greg Norman & Cindy Norman

TONIGHT’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING, (money not in an envelope or given
without other designation) benefits our Current Expenses Fund. LOOSE
CHECKS will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise
on the check memo line.
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