Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH 44870

419-626-0204
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com

Sunday, May 18th, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, fountain of living water,

source of mercy, tender and mighty,

you are clothed with majesty and splendor.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through water,
satisfying the thirst of all living things,
sustaining life in this community,
nourishing and delighting us.

We bless you for these gifts of water:
Lake Erie, Sandusky Bay, Cold Creek,
Mill Creek and other waters close by
Your steadfast love fills the earth.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.
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Your love flows through water,

a sign of your saving power:

Noah and the animals survive the flood,

Hagar discovers your well.

The Israelites escape through the sea,

and they drink from your gushing rock.

Naaman washes his leprosy away,

and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through the water of baptism
joined to your life-giving Word:

your well of mercy and cleansing flood,

your sea of deliverance from death into life,
your healing river washing sin away,

your living water springing up to eternal life.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Shower us with your Holy Spirit.

Fill us with your love.

Clothe us and all your people with grace.
Embolden us to do justice.

Bless us to love mercy.

Guide us to walk humbly with you,

whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Opening Hymn: | Come With Joy
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I Come with Joy
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for- giv - en, loved, and
2 I come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com-mu - ni - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s n such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes wus one, the love that makes us one.
Greeting

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into
our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may
know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn of the Month: Goodness is Stronger Than Evil No. 721



Goodness Is Stronger than Evil
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light is stron-ger than dark - ness; life is stron-ger than death; vic-try is
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ours, Vvic-try is ours, through God who loves us.

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18

“Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also accepted the word of God. “ So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, ®saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” “ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, °“l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. ° As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. ’| also heard a voice saying
to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ ®But | replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ ° But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’
U This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.

1 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were.

2The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them
and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s
house. **He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; ** he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’



>And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us
at the beginning. *° And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” * If then
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was | that | could hinder God?” ' When they heard this, they
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 148

‘Hallelujah! Praise the LorbD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
’Praise the LoRbD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
® Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
“Praise the LorD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
°Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
®who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
"Praise the LoRD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
®fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
?mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
Ywild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
1 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
2young men and maidens,
old and young together.
3 Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
“The LorDp has raised up strength for the people and praise for all
faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorp. Hallelujah!



Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6

‘|1 saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. > And | saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. ® And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

“he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

°> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ° Then
he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 13:31-35

The holy gospel according to John,
Glory to you, O Lord.

*'When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. *?If God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. * Little children, | am with
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now |
say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’
341 give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another. *° By this everyone will know that

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message

Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann
Hymn of the Day: Where Charity and Love Prevail No. 359
Where Charity and Love Prevail
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1 Wherechar -1 - ty and love pre - vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho -1ly fear, God’s char - 1 - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and
as mem-bers of each bod -y

that we

that we may love each oth - er

well

soul now love God In re - turn.
joined, in him we are made one.
seek; be his our on - ly peace.
in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.




Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those
often overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder
of your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to
preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in
power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have
sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring
trauma, experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing
illness Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly
marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of
systemic oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our
collective body in this community and beyond. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming
love. Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)
Offertory Song: Lord I Lift Your Name on High (sing twice) No. 857

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 857

apﬁ

M

| Y 1
F —e o e = S s
. .

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your prais -es.
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from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.



Offertory Prayer

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace

along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,

breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
0

A m— i ] 7 T f
D 9 I 1 1
%—i_’! ]rlj L‘—i g #- y— % }
Ho-ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord God of pow’r and might,
? BT T
¥ o ‘
] = ! ==
heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
0 T p— —
| A ool | | M | N I I 4 | B |
. | | | I 1 |
e e i, rlPr .
J ' r — [ ¥
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
- i :
— 1] — b ——7# —
comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

10



Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With all your holy ones of all times and places,

with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

Lamb of God
n T J. - |
it b d] —1 dl N ! P— I
Ld z & & .{ J " i\
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
n |~ S— 1
e e
& - :
@—Q o =y, [ P
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
0 s
b P— I —
G R :
¢ - _‘|-) d i Jl 152 .—‘ 1 Ir)
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0
)" A I l— ! I I
y 4 — — . ! I I
%9—0‘ e 4 al s ® » s )
\u
sin of the world; grant us peace.
Communion Hymn: As the Grains of Wheat No. 465

12



465 As the Grains of Wheat
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2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
Refrain
# o — 1 |
1 ! — 1
— = o
J . &
may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Table Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep yo

grace. Amen.
Prayer after Communion

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.

Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.
Amen.

Blessing

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn: Spirit Open My Heart

1043

No. 1043

Spirit, Open My Heart
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fear to your grace I now  sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing  bring you glo -1y
day, love will be my fin - est la - bor.
Dismissal.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...
Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann
Lectors: Carrie Wiedenheft
Communion Assistant: Guy Miller
Usher: Sally Warner & Fred Wobser
Acolyte: Zane Warner
At 10:30...
Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann
Lectors: Gayle Thompson
Communion Assistant: Candy Beatty
Usher: Chrissy Nielsen & Bill Bertsch
Acolyte: Eli Connor
May Altar Care: Pat Wiedenheft & Carrie Killingsworth
PRAYER CONCERNS

To all affected by the war in Israel and Ukraine; for all effected by severe

weather; FAITH members, including, Judy Wesler; the people of St. John,
Bellevue, and their pastor Beth Wesphal;

Firefighters and emergency medical personnel of the greater Sandusky area’1.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Ken Schenk to celebrate
the birthdays of Ken, Kara & Nellie; Ken and Marsha’s anniversary.

ATTENDANCE: 58 + 32 = 30

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS: General Fund -- $3.805.00

This Week at Trinity

TODAY Communion Service
Sunday School

WEDNESDAY  AA/NA Women Only
“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)

SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)

SUNDAY Service of Word & Prayer

8:00 am & 10:30 am
9:15am

9:00 am
7:00 pm

11:00 am

8:00 am & 10:30 am
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