Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH 44870
419-626-0204

Sunday, May 25th, 2025
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Service of Word and Prayer

Gathering

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.
Prelude

Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.



Holy God, fountain of living water,

source of mercy, tender and mighty,

you are clothed with majesty and splendor.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through water,
satisfying the thirst of all living things,
sustaining life in this community,
nourishing and delighting us.

We bless you for these gifts of water:
Lake Erie, Sandusky Bay, Cold Creek,
Mill Creek and other waters close by
Your steadfast love fills the earth.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through water,

a sign of your saving power:

Noah and the animals survive the flood,

Hagar discovers your well.

The Israelites escape through the sea,

and they drink from your gushing rock.

Naaman washes his leprosy away,

and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through the water of baptism
joined to your life-giving Word:

your well of mercy and cleansing flood,

your sea of deliverance from death into life,
your healing river washing sin away,

your living water springing up to eternal life.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Shower us with your Holy Spirit.

Fill us with your love.

Clothe us and all your people with grace.

Embolden us to do justice.

Bless us to love mercy.

Guide us to walk humbly with you,

whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



Opening Hymn: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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I Im - mor-tal, in - vis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou  giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry; thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor  wast-ing, thou rul - est in might;
in all life thou liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might - vy, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are foun-tains  of good - ness and  love.
and with - er and per - ish,  but naught chang-eth  thee.
'tis on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth  thee!
Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that
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guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word

of Christ.



Prayer of the Day

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food
from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit
we may love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Hymn of the Month: O Beautiful for Spacious Skies No. 888

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
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1 O beau-ti-ful for spa- cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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for pur- ple moun-tain maj - es - ties a - bove the fruit-ed plain:
who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
thine al - a- bas-ter cit - ies gleam,un - dimmed by hu-man tears:
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A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-ca! God shed his grace on thee,
A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine,
A - mer - i-cal! A - mer - i-ca! God mend thine ev - 'ry flaw,
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
till  all suc-cess be no - ble-ness, and ev-’ry gain di - vine.

con - firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er -ty in law.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.
First Reading: Acts 16:9-15

°During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” *° When he had
seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

' We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the
following day to Neapolis, *?and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of
the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some
days. **On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women
who had gathered there. ** A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God,
was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.
The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. *>When
she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed
upon us.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 67

May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God'’s face shine upon us.
“Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
?Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on
earth.
° Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
®The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
"May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.



Second Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5

U And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

2| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. ?° And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ** The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. *° Its gates will never be
shut by day—and there will be no night there. “° People will bring into it the glory
and the honor of the nations. ?’ But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.

*21Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb “through the middle of the street
of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of
the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; “ they will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. °> And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 14:23-29

22 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. ? Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that
you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.



2> have said these things to you while | am still with you. “° But the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that | have said to you. ' Peace | leave with you; my peace
| give to you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. *° You heard me say to you, ‘| am going
away, and | am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am
going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. ° And now | have told
you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: The Peace of the Lord No. 646

CAnd be thankful.

COLOSSIANS 3:15, NIV



COMMUNITY IN CHRIST

646

The Peace of the Lord

La paz del Sefior
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Thanksgiving for the Word:

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.



Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: Lord I Lift Your Name on High (sing twice) No. 857

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 857
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from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.
Prayer:

The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he was descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further
cooperation between people of different faith traditions and bless our non-
Christian neighbors that we learn and grow in deeper relationship. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops
and encourage communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to
live in balance and harmony with your good creation. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect
refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking safety and
security. Make all nations safe for both migrants and residents. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with
trauma or addiction. Support caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors,
and social workers. Come alongside all who are ill or struggling (especially). Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service.
Soothe loved ones who mourn,and strengthen support systems for veterans and
their families. Bring peace among nations, that war and conflict around the world
might cease. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ. Gather us, with
them, into the peace only you can give. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

10



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

++ bless you now and always. Amen.

Closing Hymn: We are Marching in the Light of God No. 866

SHINE YOUR

LIGHT.

SHARE GOD'’S

LOVE!
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We Are Marching in the Light of God
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we are march-ing in  the light of God.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Sally Warner

Usher: Sally Warner & Fred Wobser

Acolyte: Emma Killingsworth

At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Cathy Wobser

Usher: Chrissy Nielsen & Bill Bertsch

Acolyte: Malachi Herrmann

May Altar Care: Pat Wiedenheft & Carrie Killingsworth
PRAYER CONCERNS

To all affected by the severe weather and tornadoes in Missouri and Kentucky;
FAITH members, including Ruby Stierhoff;
The people of Zion, Sandusky, and their pastor Mike Conklin;
The participants in the Narcotics Anonymous and Nar-Anon groups that meet at
Trinity.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by David & Cathy Wobser
for David’s birthday on May 25™.

ATTENDANCE
May 18" 46 + 26 = 72

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS: May 18th
General Fund: $4,950.00
Building Improvements: $165.00

This Week at Trinity

TODAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
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WEDNESDAY  “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm

SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 11:00 am

SUNDAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

MONDAY MEMORIAL DAY — OFFICE CLOSED

Please join us on TODAY at 9:15am around the flagpole for a tribute service for
our veterans who have served. Following the tribute service, join us at Venice
Cemetery to place flags at the gravesites of veterans.

14



