Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky, OH 44870

419-626-0204
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com

Sunday, September 21st, 2025
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Confession

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin

in the presence of God and of one another.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.

We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost

and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of ++ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.
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Opening Hymn: Son of God, Eternal Savior No. 655

Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who, throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,

by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in  sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Greeting

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.

Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to
the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Hymn of the Month: God Be the Love to Search and Keep Me No. 1084

God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me

O Christ, Surround Me
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1 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
2 Bind to my-self the name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit - ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light - ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour-ney, go - ing a - head to
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that
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move my voice; God, be the strength to now up -hold me:
es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit - ness:
strength of wind, depth of the sea to  soil of plan - et:
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all ways:
hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
| Refrain
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O Christ, sur - round me; @) Christ, sur - round me.

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7

*Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
Ssaying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,
¢ buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
"The LoRD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 113

"Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD.
2 Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.
3 From the rising of the sun to its going down

let the name of the LORD be praised.
“The LorbD is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens.
SWho is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,
®but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?
"The LorpD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8 enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.
®The LoORD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions,
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  This
is right and acceptable before God our Savior, *who desires everyone to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

°For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,® who gave himself a ransom for all, this was
attested at the right time.” For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth; | am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le -lu - ia.



Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

The holy gospel according to Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.
230 he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear about you? Give
me an accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any
longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will | do, now that my master is
taking the position away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am
ashamed to beg. #1 have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ ® So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ ® He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your
bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” “ Then he asked another, ‘And how much
do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take
your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. ° And |
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when
it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

9“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. ' If, then, you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? "2 And if
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
your own? ¥ No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one
and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann

Hymn of the Day: All Depends on our Possessing No. 589



All Depends on Our Possessing
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1 All de-pends on our pos - sess-ing God’s free grace and
2 God, who hith - er - to has fed me and to man - y
3 When with sor - row I am strick - en, hope my heart a -
4 Well you know what best to grant me; all the long - ing
5 If on earth my days should length-en, God, my wea - ry
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con - stant bless - ing, though all earth - ly wealth de - part.
joys has led me, is and ev - er shall be mine.
new will quick - en, all my long - ing shall be stilled.
hopes that haunt me, joy and sor - row, have their day.
soul still strength-en; all my trust in you I  place.
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They who trust with  faith un - shak - en by their God are
God, who did so gent - ly school me and who dai - ly
To your lov - ing - kind-ness ten - der all my be - ing
I shall doubt your wis - dom nev - er; as you will, so
Earth -ly wealth 1is not a - bid - ing; like a stream a -
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not for - sak - en and will keep a daunt - less heart.
guides and rules me, will re - main my help di - vine.
I sur - ren - der; Lord, on you a - lone [ Dbuild.
be it ev - er; I com - mit to you my way.
way it’s glid - ing; safe I an - chor in  your grace.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need.

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts
of those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life and
community. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its
resources, that all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our
stewardship of creation would be marked by justice and sustainability. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for
the benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized.
Persuade them by your example of generosity and compassion. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing iliness, those near death, or those
grieving the loss of loved ones (especially). May they find comfort and strength in
your love. Prepare us to surround them with your healing care. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through
tangible action, prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources
generously through our outreach and justice ministries. God of grace, receive
our prayer.



Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in
praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your
promise of new life. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)
Offertory Song: God’s Work, Our Hands No. 1000

God's Work
Our Hands



God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - eer,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - ceer,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set iree, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.




Offertory Prayer

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
0 : . R A e
e T
[ =—1 - — — ] ! -ﬁ:
T — _é_ = Ll =4
heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -

' } ———
%‘b:. — f s = ‘% 1 e | f — f! 3‘
| | D) —d_‘_d _J | |
t t | ) t =

J L4 —
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God.
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Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal,
among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, ﬁraise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit, in your church,

without end. Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.
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Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Communion Hymn: Jesus Loves Me! No. 802
Jesus Loves Me!
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1 Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi - ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to o - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all  the way;
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lit - tle ones to

him be - long,

they are weak, but he is strong.

he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.
Refrain
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Yes, Je - sus loves me, yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus loves me, the Bi - ble tells me SO.
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Table Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing

The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,

*+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Be Thou My Vision
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No. 793
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Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:

I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.

raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW'’T.

great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.

still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
Dismissal.

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:
At 8:00...

Pastor:

Lectors:

Communion Assistant:
Usher:

Acolyte:

Pastor Jen He
Sally Warner
Guy Miller

Mark Wiedenheft & Guy Miller

Lincoln Smith

rmann
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At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann
Lectors: Candy Beatty
Usher: Chrissy Nielsen & Bonnie Lieb
Communion Assistant: Barb Sessler
Acolyte:
September Altar Care: Sally Warner & Bonnie Lieb
PRAYER CONCERNS

To families and first responders impacted by political violence & mass shootings
nationwide; FAITH members, including, Laura Allen; the people of Grace,
Castalia, the work of Joey & Mary Supina & Sandusky Artisans Recovery Center.
Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Mark, Carrie, Tyler, &
Ryan Wiedenheft in honor for Carlie’s birthday on 9/24.

OFFERING PLATES are in both entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to put
your offering as you came in, an usher or pastor can help you find the plates after
service.

ATTENDANCE September 14th: 51 + 28 =79

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS: General Fund: $3,530.00
Building Improvements: $155.00

This Week at Trinity

TODAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15am
WEDNESDAY  AA/NA Women Only 9:00 am
“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 11:00 am
SUNDAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am

SHIPPING DONATIONS for the World Relief Kits may be given through
envelopes located in the pews. Prices for 2025 are $2.65 per kit. Thank you!

Mark your calendars for the annual congregation meeting on October 19" at
9:15am. This year, an election will take place for council.
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