Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH 44870
419-626-0204

Sunday, September 28, 2025
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Service of Word and Prayer

Gathering

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.
Prelude
Announcements

Confession

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost

and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of ++ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.




Opening Hymn: Gather Us In No. 532
Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us 1n, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er wus in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er wus in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er wus in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.




Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word
of Christ.

Prayer of the Day
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us

with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hymn of the Month: God Be the Love to Search and Keep Me No. 1084

God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me

O Christ, Surround Me
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1 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
2 Bind to my-self the name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit - ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light - ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour-ney, go - ing a- head to
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that
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move my voice; God, be the strength to now up - hold me:

es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit- ness:
strength of wind, depth of the sea to soil of plan - et:
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all ways:

hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:

| Refrain
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O Christ, sur - round me; O Christ, sur - round me.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.
First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7

'2Woe to those who are at ease in Zion
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samairia.
“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the stall,
>who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp
and like David improvise on instruments of music,
Swho drink wine from bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
"Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 146

" Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
] will praise the LORD as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
°Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
®The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorp lifts up those who are
bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
°The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the
wicked.
'“The Lorb shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!



Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19

°Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, ’ for we
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, ® but if we
have food and clothing, we will be content with these. “ But those who want to be
rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. ' For the love of money is a root of
all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

""But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. '* Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of
the eternal life to which you were called and for which you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses. ' In the presence of God, who
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius
Pilate made the good confession, | charge you '“ to keep the commandment
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, '>which he
will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the
King of kings and Lord of lords. "°It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor
and eternal dominion. Amen.

'" As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be
haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. '® They are to do good, to be
rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, ' thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may
take hold of the life that really is life.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 16:19-31

The holy gospel according to Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] " “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen
and who feasted sumptuously every day. °° And at his gate lay a poor man
named Lazarus, covered with sores, ' who longed to satisfy his hunger with what
fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.
*?The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.
The rich man also died and was buried. %° In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his
side. ** He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for | am in agony in these
flames.” ° But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you
received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. “° Besides all this, between you and us a
great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to
you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ ? He said, ‘Then | beg
you, father, to send him to my father’s house “®for | have five brothers—that he
may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’

% Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to
them.’ °°He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to
them, they will repent.’ *' He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann
Hymn of the Day: The Church of Christ, in Every Age No. 729
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The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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1 The church of Christ, in ev - ry age be - set by
2 A - cross the world, a - cross the street, the VIC tims
3 Then let the ser - vant church a - rise, a car ing
4 For he a - lone, whose blood was shed, can cure the
5 We have no mis - sion but to serve In full o -
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change, but Spir - it - led, must claim and test its
of in - jus - tice cry for shel - fter and for
church that longs to be a part - ner in Christ’s
fe - wver n our blood, and teach us how to
be - dience to our Lord; to care for all, with -
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her - 1 - tage and keep on ris - ing from the dead.
bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - 1 ty.
share our bread and feed the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.

Thanksgiving for the Word:

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to

the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be

honor and glory forever. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: God’s Work, Our Hands

No. 1000




God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - e,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - e,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your  call,
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shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.




Prayer: The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he was descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need.

We pray for the church, that it would remain faithful to the gospel, always striving
to serve the needs of those who are oppressed and rejecting the complacency
that comes from wealth. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for creation, that the nations work together to protect and restore the
earth, preserving the beauty of the planet for future generations and honoring the
gift of your creation. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for those in positions of authority, that they govern with justice and
compassion, recognizing the dignity of all people and working to promote peace
and prosperity for all. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for people in any need (especially). Give them your assurance and
courage when the path forward is not clear. Liberate us from all that binds us, lift
us up when we are bowed down, and show us your love. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



We pray for this congregation, that we would be strengthened to build a world
where all can thrive. Incite us to advocate for fair wages and just policies, and
guide us in building a community of mutual support. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed. Inspire us by their example to
love and serve our neighbors, and bring us to eternal life. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service No. 544
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Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor -ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor -ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur- dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring  us to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Guy Miller

Usher: Mark Wiedenheft & Guy Miller

Acolyte: Drew Killingsworth

At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Cathy Wobser

Usher: Chrissy Nielsen & Gary Lieb

Acolyte: Natalie Thompson

September Altar Care: Sally Warner & Bonnie Lieb
PRAYER CONCERNS

To families and first responders affected by political violence and school shootings;
FAITH members, including, Patty Swartz; the staff and students of Trinity Lutheran
Seminary; the Sandusky Post of Ohio Highway Patrol.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

OFFERING PLATES are in both entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to put
your offering as you came in, an usher or pastor can help you find the plates after
service.

ATTENDANCE: September 21st 49+ 29=78

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by the Wiedenheft family in
honor of Wendy’s birthday.

THE MEMORIAL FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Tal & Ann Strean in
memory of our mom’s birthday on September 26™.

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:

General Fund -- $5,065.00
Building Improvements -- $95.00
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This Week at Trinity

TODAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15am
WEDNESDAY  AA/NA Women Only 9:00 am
“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 11:00 am
SUNDAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am

Sunday, October 19th at 9:15am is the annual congregation
meeting. The church council election will be held for four available
committee chairs: Worship and Music, Witness and Welcome,
Community Mission, and Stewardship and Finance. Descriptions
for each committee’s responsibility are in the church by-laws and
are also available in the church office.

The length of each term is two years, with a maximum of three consecutive terms
(six years). Committee meetings are at the discretion of the chair, and church
council meets monthly. If you're interested in serving Trinity as chairperson for
one of committees, please contact the church office by October 6th. Thank you
for your thoughtful consideration!

Our
Lngoughts &
rayers

are with...

We have been asked to provide updates on Rev. Tim Miller and his wife

Barb. Barb moved into a nursing home several months ago due to her

health. Pastor Tim has recently been diagnosed with congestive heart failure
and is now residing the same nursing home as Barb. Reaching out would be
appreciated! We continue to keep them, their health, and family in our prayers.

His cell is (319) 480-2254 and email is: pastortimmiller203@gmail.com

Tim Miller Rm 1111 and/or Barb Miller Rm 1113.
100 Village View Circle
Williamsburg, lowa 52361
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Jim Bertsch would like to announce a tentative meeting of the
Budget Committee on Saturday, October 4" at 1:00pm.

Are you looking for a fun and informative Bible Study? This
autumn, Pastor Jen is starting a group based on the book God’s
Stories As Told By God’s Children. Please refer to the hallway
bulletin board to sign up for preferred times!

FALL BIBLE STUDY
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