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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

502 Bardshar Road 
Sandusky, OH  44870 

419-626-0204 
trinityelcasandusky@gmail.com 

 

 

Sunday, November 16th, 2025 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 
Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, 
yet we stray from your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 
and do not embrace the freedom 
of your faithful promises. 
We ignore our neighbors. 
We exploit the earth. 
We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 
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Repair our relationships, 
restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
God the Faithful One loves you, 

☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: How Firm a Foundation     No. 796 
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Greeting 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Hymn of the Month: You Are My All in All 
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First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD 
of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who 
revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 98 

 1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2 O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge 
the earth. 
 9 The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not 
according to the tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know 
how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 
8 and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor 
we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. 9 This was not 
because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. 
10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone 
unwilling to work should not eat. 
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 11 For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not 
doing any work. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, 
do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 

The holy gospel according to Luke, 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 1 He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2 he also 
saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 He said, “Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all of them, 4 for all of them have contributed out 
of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.” 
5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you 
see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 
  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, 
for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not 
go after them. 
  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these 
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he 
said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 
11 there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and 
there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors because of my name.  
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13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to 
prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that 
none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 
 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, 
and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my 
name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain 
your souls.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 

 
Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 
Hymn of the Day: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less No. 597
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim 
the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the 
baptized on righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your 
mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and 
places experiencing natural disasters (especially). Strengthen organizations who 
provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law 
enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to 
actions of care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are 
marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by 
family, and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or 
in pain of any kind (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for 
compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. 
Encourage your people in building equitable community where all are valued. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and 
faithfulness. Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the 
example of the faithful. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 
unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar) 
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Offertory Song: Accept O Lord the Gifts We Bring    No. 691 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 
God of healing and hope, 
you bless those who are hungry, 
promising to fill them with good things. 
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 

among your people; throughout the world. 

  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 
 
Lamb of God     
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Communion Hymn: O Savior, Precious Savior No. 820 

 

Table Blessing 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, 
you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 
that gives life to the world. 
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, 
and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen. 
Blessing 
 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, 
God the Son save you, 
and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 

The holy Trinity bless you ☩ 

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: O God, Our Help in Ages Past    No. 632 
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Dismissal. 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God. 
 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS008914. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised 
Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  One License Licensing Permission.  Reprinted/Streamed with  
Permission under One License #A-723716.  All rights reserved.  ©ChurchArt Online  

 

AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  

 At 8:00… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Erica Miller  
 Communion Assistant:  Sally Warner 
 Usher:    Fred Wobser & Kent Miller 
 Acolyte:    Lincoln Smith 
 
At 10:30… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Natalie Thompson 
 Usher:    Bonnie Lieb & Denny Sessler 

Communion Assistant:  Gayle Thompson 
 Acolyte:    Claire Connor 
 

November Altar Care:  Betty Miller & Cathy Wobser 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

To employees impacted by the government shutdown and SNAP recipients; 
FAITH members, including, Mary Ann Neidler; the pastors & people of our 

companion Tanzania, Serbia, and Montenegro synods; the KinShip ministry. 
Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God by Carrie Killingsworth & 
family in honor of Larry & Pat Wiedenheft’s 51st anniversary. 
 
OFFERING PLATES are in both entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to put 
your offering as you came in, an usher or pastor can help you find the plates after 
service.    

 

ATTENDANCE: 49 + 27 = 76 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:  
General Fund: $24,140.00 
Building Improvements: $3,050.00 
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This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Communion Service    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:15 am 
    
MONDAY  Castalia & V1 V2 @ Norwalk  7:30 pm 
 
TUESDAY  Bible Study      10:00 am 
 
WEDNESDAY AA/NA Women Only    9:00 am 
   “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
 
SUNDAY  Service of Word & Prayer   8:00 am & 10:30 am 
 

A special thank you to organists Judy Burrows and Bev Mix 

for their beautiful accompaniment today! 
 

 
 

On the first Sunday of Advent, November 30th, you are invited to celebrate the 
Hanging of the Greens at 11:30am. We’ll be decorating the church interior and 
any help would be appreciated!  

 
Baby, it’s getting cold outside! We’re teaming with 
Congregational Church in Castalia to collect blankets 
or quilts for those in need in the Sandusky area. 
Blankets or quilts must be clean and in good 

condition if used. Any size is acceptable. We will be collecting them through the 
month of December.  Currently, there is a donation basket in the Gathering room.  
As always, thank you for doing God’s Work Our Hands! 
 
The youth will be serving Thanksgiving dinner to anyone 55 and 
older on November 23rd at 11:30am. A sign-up sheet is in the 
hallway. Bring your appetite and enjoy a meal with your church 
family! 
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A sign-up sheet is located on the hallway bulletin board for the 
Young at Heart lunch at Erie County Senior Center on Monday, 
December 1st at 11:00am. Please sign-up by November 23rd. 
The menu is listed on the sheet. Come enjoy Sandusky 
Keynotes & Bell Choir as well! Lunch is $3.50 for 60 and over; 
$5.00 for under 60.  

 
Friday, December 12th at 7:00pm is a concert by Firelands Chorus at Zion 
Lutheran Church. If you need transportation, please call the church office for 
arrangements. 
 
 

This year, National Wreaths Across America will be Saturday, 
December 13th. The local ceremony will begin at noon at 
Castalia Cemetery, followed by wreath placement at four 
Margaretta Township cemeteries.  
 
Trinity members will be placing wreaths at Venice Cemetery 
again this year. Each handmade & live wreath is $17.00 in 

memory of a veteran. All donations are welcome and will be received through 
November 23rd. The sign-up table is located next to Pastor Jen’s office. Please 
make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran Church with W.A.A. in the memo. Your 
consideration of this patriotic cause is greatly appreciated! 

 
Trinity is saddened to announce the passing of Rev.Tim Miller and Rev. Ralph 

Schibler this past week. Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers. 
We also hold them in grateful thanks for Rev. Ralph 

Schibler’s service to Trinity and Rev. Tim Miller’s dedicated service. 
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