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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

502 Bardshar Road 
Sandusky OH  44870 

 419-626-0204 

Sunday, January 25th, 2026 
Third Sunday After Epiphany 
Service of Word and Prayer 

Gathering 
 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer. 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Confession  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
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Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: Listen, God is Calling      No. 513 

 

Greeting 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that 
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
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The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart. 
 
If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word 
of Christ. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 
Summon us into your light and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that 
come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Hymn of the Month: Jesus the Light of the World    No. 914 
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Word 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the 
LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 
the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 
 2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 4 One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze 
upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
 5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up on a 
rock. 
 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I 
will sing and make music to the LORD.  
 7 Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 
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  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my 
salvation.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you 
but that you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it 
has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, 
my brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to 
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 
13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in 
the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did 
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 
gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be 
emptied of its power. 
 
  18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 
13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 
of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 
 16 the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” 
 
  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in 
the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
 
  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every 
sickness among the people. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message   
 
Sermon         Pastor Jen Herrmann 

 
Hymn of the Day: Will You Come and Follow Me    No. 798 
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Thanksgiving for the Word:  

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. Amen. 
 
Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar) 
 
Offertory Song: My Faith Looks Up to Thee      No. 691 

 
 
Prayer: The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us. 
 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness 
and bears the wounds of the world. 
Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, 
trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need. 
 
Silent Prayer 

Prayers of Intercession 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to 
the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of all 
who follow Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of 
life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all 
inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of 
Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for 
those in authority. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who are 
sick. We pray for all who are affected by natural disasters. Provide for their needs 
and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us 
a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we 
come at last into the communion of all your saints in light. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend 
all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 

Sending 
 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  No. 815 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS008914. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common 
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  One License Licensing Permission.  Reprinted/Streamed with Permission under One License #A-723716.  All rights reserved.  ©ChurchArt Online  
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:   
  

 At 8:00… 

   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Sally Warner 

Usher:    Rich Miller & Cindy Norman 
Acolyte:    Zane Warner 
 

 At 10:30… 
   

 Pastor:    Pastor Jen Herrmann 
 Lectors:    Cathy Wobser  
 Usher:    Bob Troike & David Wobser 
 Acolyte:     
 

January Altar Care:  Pat Wiedenheft 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

To individuals and families affected by ICE protests and unrest; FAITH members, 
including Patty Swartz; the pastors & people of our companion synods in Serbia & 
Montenegro; Project Share ministry in helping the needy of Margaretta Township. 
 
Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com 
 
OFFERING PLATES are in both entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to put 
your offering as you came in, an usher or pastor can help you find the plates after 
service.    

 

ATTENDANCE: January 18th 46 + 22 = 68 
 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:  
General Fund -- $4,090.00 
Building Improvements -- $290.00 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God from Linda Gantz in honor 
of her grandson’s 16th birthday. 
 
THE MEMORIAL FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God from Dave & Sally 
Warner in honor of Andy Warner’s 50th birthday.  
 

 

mailto:jen.herrmann@gmail.com
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This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Service of Word & Prayer    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:15 am  
 
MONDAY  V1 @ Norwalk  Faith @ V2  7:30 pm 
 
TUESDAY  Bible Study      10:00 am 
   Worship & Music Mtg.    11:00 am 
 
WEDNESDAY AA/NA Women Only    9:00 am 
   “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
 
SUNDAY  Communion Service    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
 
Grace Lutheran in Castalia is having a free community dinner on Wednesday, 
February 11th 5-6pm. Menu is hamburger gravy over mashed potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, bread & dessert. Delivery is available for shut-ins; call 419-357-
3672.  
 

 
 
  


