Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH 44870
419-626-0204

Sunday, February 22nd, 2026
First Sunday of Lent
Service of Word and Prayer

Gathering

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.
Prelude

Announcements

Confession

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Opening Hymn: O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days No. 319
O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word
of Christ.

Prayer of the Day

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty
promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and
restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Hymn of the Month: Light Dawns on a Weary World No. 726
Light Dawns on a Weary World
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Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.



First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

"“The LorD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and
keep it. '® And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every
tree of the garden, '” but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

*"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any
tree in the garden’?” ? The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of
the trees in the garden, ° but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” * But
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, °for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” ® So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a
delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate. ' Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 32

"Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put
away!
?Happy are they to whom the LoRD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
*While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
°Then | acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal my guilt.
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me
the guilt of my sin.
®Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of
trouble; when the great waters overflow, they ! shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
¢l will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
| will guide you with my eye.
°Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”



' Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
""Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19

'2Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin,
and so death spread to all because all have sinned '*for sin was indeed in the
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. '* Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of
Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.

'>But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. '° And the gift is not
like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification.
'"If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much
more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

'®Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. " For just as
through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through
the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.




Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew,
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. “He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. ° The tempter
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” “ But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ” ° Then the
devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
®saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you, ‘and ‘On their hands they will
bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”” Jesus said to
him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.””

® Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, °and he said to him, “All these | will give
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” '“ Then Jesus said to him, “Away with
you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”” "' Then the devil left him,
and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann



Hymn of the Day: A Might Fortress is our God No. 504

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Thanksgiving for the Word:

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: My Life Flows on in Endless Song No. 763

My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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1 My life lowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu- mult and the strife, [ hear that mu-sic ring- ing.
3  What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.

It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan [ keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv-eth.

All  things are mine since [ am his! Howcan 1 keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

Prayer: The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.



| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness

and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to
resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience
threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of
reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of
violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace.
Grant courage to those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and
systemic oppression. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give
peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or
isolated. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for
bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your
life-giving word. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace,

and for those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Jesus, Still Lead On No. 624

The EQrtb,,,‘

IS the I_ODDS
and all -“s

v he,world,

who live in it.

PSALM 2411

10



Jesus, Still Lead On
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fears o’er - take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
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guide us by your  hand to the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past the foe to our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.
till  we safe - ly stand in  the prom - ised land.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

It takes nothing to
join the crowd. It takes
everything

to stand alone.

Hans F Hansen
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Russ Stephens

Usher: Greg Norman & Brad Stierhoff

Acolyte: Drew Killingsworth

At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Chrissy Nielsen

Usher: Denny Sessler & Barb Sessler

Acolyte:

February Altar Care: Linda Gantz & Cindy Norman
PRAYER CONCERNS

To individuals and families affected by mass shootings worldwide; FAITH
members, including Marilee Werner; the staff & students of Trinity Lutheran
Seminary; greater Sandusky area law enforcement.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

OFFERING PLATES are in both entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to put
your offering as you came in, an usher or pastor can help you find the plates after
service.

ATTENDANCE: 50 + 23 =73

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:
General Fund -- $4,245.00
Building Improvements -- $45.00

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God from David & Cathy
Wobser in memory of mother Martha Wobser.

THE MEMORIAL FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God from Pat Wiedenheft
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This Week at Trinity

TODAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
MONDAY Vi@ V2 7:30 pm
WEDNESDAY  AA/NA Women Only 9:00 am
“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm
Lent Service 11:00am
SUNDAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am

Join us Sunday, March 15" 1:30—3:30pm for an afternoon of FROG including
games, trivia, how to rely on God questions, and bingo. If you can, please bring a
prize or two for the Bingo game (wrapped if possible), and a green snack to
share. Drinks will be provided. Dollar General has cute frog items in their outdoor
section, and green cupcakes, cookies, celery, or broccoli are snack ideas.

And of course, we need to WEAR SOMETHING GREEN! So, come if you can,
stay as long as you can, and remember this is for EVERYONE!

Would you like to help a village with a reliable income source and
nutrition, while contributing to self-sufficiency? We would like to
donate a flock of baby chicks for Lutheran World Relief. One chick
is $10, but with any donation we can work together to purchase a
flock. There is a collection box and sign-up sheet in the hallway.
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