Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH 44870
419-626-0204
cHIRD SUND4y
L E N T Sunday, March 8th, 2026
Service of Word and Prayer
Gathering

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.
Prelude

Announcements

Confession

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Opening Hymn: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

No. 533

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
5 Speak, O God,and 1 will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee,there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it 1S plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may | un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
Db |
(s —f— ; ——
~ ! !
J
Oh, how bless-ed 18 this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit- ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word

of Christ.



Prayer of the Day

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away
our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with
the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn of the Month: Light Dawns on a Weary World No. 726
Light Dawns on a Weary World
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1 Light dawns on a wea -ty world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea -1y world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea -ry world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo - ple’s dig - nmi - ty. Light dawns on a
bread and chil -dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms in a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.



Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.
First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

' From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed
by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was
no water for the people to drink. ? The people quarreled with Moses and said,
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why
do you test the LORD?” ° But the people thirsted there for water, and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and livestock with thirst?” “ So Moses cried out to the LORD,
“What shall | do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” > The LORD
said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. ° | will
be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the
elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the
Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 95

' Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
*For you, LORD, are a great God,and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
°The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land.
°Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
"For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the
sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God'’s voice!
®“Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
?There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
'“Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
""Indeed | swore in my anger, They shall never come to my rest.’”



Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11

' Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, “through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. ° And not only that, but we
also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, “ and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, °and hope does
not put us to shame, because God'’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
"Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a
good person someone might actually dare to die.  But God proves his love for us
in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. “ Much more surely,
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved
through him from the wrath of God. '°For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. "' But more than that, we even boast in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and
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stead -fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.



Gospel: John 4:5-42

The holy gospel according to John,
Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

" A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” ¢ (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) * The Samaritan woman
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) '° Jesus answered her,
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” "' The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? '# Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us
the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” '° Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, '* but those who drink of
the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” "> The woman said
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

6 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” " The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘|
have no husband,” '®for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now
is not your husband. What you have said is true!” ' The woman said to him, “Sir,
| see that you are a prophet. ?° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but
you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” ?' Jesus said
to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ?> You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. ?° But the hour is
coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. ?* God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” ° The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he
will proclaim all things to us.” “° Jesus said to her, “l am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

7 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking
with her?”  Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She
said to the people, ?? “Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *° They left the city and were on their
way to him.



* Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” ** But he
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” ** So the disciples
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” ** Jesus
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his
work. *° Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest'? But | tell
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. *° The
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. *’ For here the saying holds true, ‘One
sows and another reaps.’ *°| sent you to reap that for which you did not labor.
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

% Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” “° So when the Samaritans
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.

“T And many more believed because of his word. “* They said to the woman, “It is
no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann

Hymn of the Day: | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say No. 611




I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
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heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-r1y one, lay down your head up -on  my breast.”
the liv -ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”

look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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1 came to Je - sus as [ was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus, and [ drank of  that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and 1 found iIn him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now 1 live in him.
and 1n that light of life I'll walk tll trav-"ling days are done.

Thanksgiving for the Word:

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: We Give Thee But Thine Own No. 686



We Give Thee but Thine Own
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may bex
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all that we have 1is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad-ly, as thou bless-est wus, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it  is a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.

Prayer: The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.



O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons,
bishops, and all servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character
and the hope that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing
with drought and bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and
peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality,
moral conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who need
nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to any in
need. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the
joyful noise we make and bless the work of our church musicians and musical
ensembles. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We
remember all who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the
hope of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

++ bless you now and always. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer

No. 618

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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1 Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal  foun-tain where the  heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - 1ous
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might - y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
fears sub - side; death of death and hell’'s de - struc - tion, land me
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with your pow’r - ful hand. Bread of heav -en, bread of heav -en,
all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ‘rer, strong de - liv - ’rer,
safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - es
@ ) P J 3 p=
J — =
feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more, I will raise for - ev - er - more.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Carrie Wiedenheft

Usher: Mark Wiedenheft & Rex Stierhoff

Acolyte: Carlie Wiedenheft

At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Cathy Wobser

Usher: Ken Schenk & Bill Bertsch

Acolyte:

March Altar Care: Pat Wiedenheft & Cathy Wobser
PRAYER CONCERNS

For peace in Iran and surrounding countries; FAITH members, including Patty
Swartz; the people of St. John, Union Corners & Pastor Stacy Lauer-Scovanner;
the ministry of Victory Kitchen in feeding the needy with hot meals.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

Offering plates are in the entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to leave your
offering, an usher or pastor can help you find them after the service.

ATTENDANCE: March 18t 47 + 22 = 69

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:
General Fund -- $4,528.32
Building Improvements -- $30.00

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God
from Mark & Carrie, Ryan, and Carlie Wiedenheft for
Tyler’s birthday on 3/6 and Dave’s birthday on 3/10.
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This Week at Trinity

TODAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
WEDNESDAY  AA/NA Women Only 9:00 am
“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm
Lenten Service 11:00am
SUNDAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am
FROG event 12:00am—4:00pm
® o

Remember to place your Easter flower and chick orders by
> March 22",
_/
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// Thank you Gini German for accompanying us today!

Remember to direct your Thrivent Choice dollars by the end of March. This may
be done online at thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling 1-800-847-4836. For
more detailed instructions, feel free to pick up a card on the hallway bookshelf.

, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans*
Let’s thrive.

Don’t forget to direct

. \Choice Dollars® ..

Join next Sunday, March 15" 1:30—3:30pm for an afternoon of FROG
including games, trivia, how to rely on God questions, and bingo. If you can,
please bring a prize or two for the Bingo game (wrapped if possible), and a green
snack to share. Drinks will be provided. Dollar General has cute frog items in
their outdoor section, and green cupcakes, cookies, celery, or broccoli are snack
ideas. And of course, we need to WEAR SOMETHING GREEN! So, come if you
can, stay as long as you can, and remember this is for EVERYONE!

Would you like to help a village with a reliable income source and nutrition, while
contributing to self-sufficiency? We would like to donate a flock of baby chicks for
Lutheran World Relief. One chick is $10, but with any donation we can work
together to purchase a flock. There is a collection box and sign-up sheet in the
hallway.
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