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April 3rd, 2026

WELCOME

Last night we gathered to remember the night Jesus was betrayed.
The altar was stripped. The table laid bare.

Today we return to the story where that night leads.

The sanctuary remains empty. The cross stands before us.

And into this quiet place we gather.

| invite you now for a moment of silence as we prepare our hearts and minds for
worship.

Let us pray together:

Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Above All” Claire Connor



BETRAYAL John 13:21-30

21 After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit and declared, “Very truly, | tell
you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain
of whom he was speaking. 23 One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—
was reclining close to his heart; 24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask
Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked
him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom | give this piece
of bread when | have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of
bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After he received the piece of
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going
to do.” 28 Now no one knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that,
because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we
need for the festival,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after
receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

QUIET MOMENT & CANDLE

PRAYER: Let us pray. Holy God, holy and immortal; your Son Jesus was betrayed
by one whom he loved and trusted and for whom he died. Forgive us when we
betray you and one another; for in doing so, we, too, prepare a cross for our Savior.
Amen.




Hymn: Lamb of God No. 336
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in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.

ARREST Mark 14:43-52

43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived,
and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The
one | will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 So
when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him.

46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 47 But one of those who stood
near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

48 Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest
me as though | were a rebel? 49 Day after day | was with you in the temple
teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 All of
them deserted him and fled. 51 A certain young man was following him,
wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, 52 but he left the linen
cloth and ran off naked.



QUIET MOMENT & CANDLE

PRAYER: Let us pray. Holy God, holy and immortal; Jesus was arrested though
he had done no wrong, by those who chose to misuse their power. Forgive us
when we misuse our power and wrongly judge others; for in doing so, we, too,
prepare a cross for our Savior. Amen.

Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesus No. 349
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DENIAL Luke 22:54-62

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s
house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55 When they had kindled a fire in
the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.

56 Then a female servant, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said,
“This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, | do not know
him.” 58 A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of
them.” But Peter said, “Man, | am not!” 59 Then about an hour later still another
kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 But
Peter said, “Man, | do not know what you are talking about!” At that moment,
while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him,
“Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out
and wept bitterly.

QUIET MOMENT & CANDLE

PRAYER: Let us pray. Holy God, holy and immortal; Jesus was denied and
deserted by those whom he loved and he was condemned by those who cared
only for their own interests. Forgive us when we deny and desert you and when
we fail to care for those in need; for in doing so, we, to, prepare a cross for our
Savior. Amen.




Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded No. 351 vs 1 &2
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TRIAL Matthew 27:11-26

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you
the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by
the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you
not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner
called Jesus Barabbas.

17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he
realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.

19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have
nothing to do with that innocent man, for today | have suffered a great deal because
of a dream about him.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said
to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said,
“‘Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should | do with Jesus who is called
the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why,
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning,
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole
answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas
for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified.

QUIET MOMENT & CANDLE

PRAYER: Let us pray. Holy God, holy and immortal; Jesus was the bearer of the
truth and for this, he was condemned and sentenced to die. Forgive us when we
fail to bear testimony to Christ’s truth, for in doing so, we, to prepare a cross for
our Savior. Amen.

Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (previous page) No. 351vs 3 & 4



DARKNESS Luke 23: 32-49

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with
him. 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]]
And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but
the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is
the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming
up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews,
save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the
Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying,
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He
replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”44 It was now
about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon,
45 while the sun'’s light failed, and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.

46 Then Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands |
commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47 When the
centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this
man was innocent.” 48 And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this
spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts.
49 But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from
Galilee, stood at a distance watching these things.

QUIET MOMENT & CANDLE

PRAYER: Let us pray. Holy God, holy and immortal; Jesus was the light of the
world and yet he was willing to die in order that we might see. Forgive us when
we fail to share the light of Christ’s love, for in doing so, we to prepare a cross for
our Savior. Amen.



Hymn: Were You There

No. 353

Were You There
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1 Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my  Lord?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the  side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in the  tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the: free?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?




TORN CLOTH Matthew 27:45-54

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When
some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At
once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick,
and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah
will come to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed
his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split.

52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and
entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and
those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and
what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

QUIET MOMENT & CANDLE

PRAYER: Let us pray. Holy God, holy and immortal; Jesus taught us love and
service even in his own deep grief. Forgive us when fear and grief hold us back,
for in doing so, we, to prepare a cross for our Savior. Amen.

HOMILY




Hymn: When | Survey the Wondrous Cross No. 803

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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IT IS FINISHED John 19:26-30

26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside
her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his
own home. 28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in
order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing
there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to
his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

QUIET MOMENT & CANDLE

PRAYER: Let us pray. Holy God, holy and immortal; Through Jesus you claimed
us as your own and made for us a family. Forgive us when we fail to care for
others for in doing so, we too, prepare a cross for our Savior. Amen.

L: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
A: Oh, come, let us worship him.

All lights are extinguished.

The strepitus (“loud noise”) signifies the closing of the tomb.

Allow the lights to come back on before leaving.

You are invited to stay and pray for as long as you like. Please exit quietly.

Postlude



