Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH 44870
419-626-0204

Sunday, April 12th, 2026
Service of Word and Prayer
Gathering

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.
Prelude

Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,

and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.



Opening Hymn: That Easter Day with Joy was Bright

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.
If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word

of Christ.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.



Hymn of the Month: Worthy is the Lamb

Verse 1)
hank You for the cross Lord

Thank You for the price You paid
Bearing all my sin and shame
In love You came and gave amazing grace

(Verse 2)

Thank You for this love Lord

Thank You for the nail-pierced hands
Washed me in Your cleansing flow

Now all | know Your forgiveness and embrace

(Chorus)

Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne
Crown You now with many crowns

You reign victorious

High and lifted up Jesus Son of God
The Darling of heaven crucified

Worthy is the Lamb

Worthy is the Lamb

(Repeat from beginning)
(Ending)
Worthy is the Lamb

Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

42 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]:
*?“Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know #* this man, handed over to you
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed
by the hands of those outside the law. ?* But God raised him up, having released
him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its

power.



> For David says concerning him, ‘| saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;

**therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

moreover, my flesh will live in hope.

*"For you will not abandon my soul to Hades

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
“You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

2 “Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. °° Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one
of his descendants on his throne. *' Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
%2“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 16

' Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
> All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
° But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
“1 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
° O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, | have a rich
inheritance.
"1 will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
1 have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.
?My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
'“For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
""You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.



Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

°Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead “ and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, °who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ° In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, ’ so that
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Although you have not seen him, you love
him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, °for you are receiving the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John,
Glory to you, O Lord.

'“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?° After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

1 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so |
send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. “° If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” ** But Thomas (who was called the
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.



> So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“‘Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

6 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” ?” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” ?* Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus said to him,
“‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.*” Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. ' But these are written
so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann

Hymn of the Day: Good Christian Friends Rejoice and Sing No. 385

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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Thanksgiving for the Word:

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow No. 686
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Prayer: The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.

Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not
exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the
wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic
particles. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and
openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work
for peace in their nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any
way. Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have
prepared for them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection.
Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and
sacrificial love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have
joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them
into your glorious presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

*+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus No. 392
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confidence.




Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Carrie Wiedenheft

Usher: Roy Patterson & Guy Miller

Acolyte: Tyler Wiedenheft

At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Mason Russell

Usher: Gary Lieb & Charles Howard

Acolyte: Mason Russell

April Altar Care: Pat Wiedenheft & Candy Beatty
PRAYER CONCERNS

For peace in Iran and surrounding countries; FAITH members, including Mary Ann
Neidler; NA and Nar-Anon participants that meet at Trinity; our brothers & sisters
in Christ in Sandusky area congregations.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

Offering plates are in the entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to leave your
offering, an usher or pastor can help you find them after the service.

ATTENDANCE: Easter Sunday 102 + 37 =139
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:
General Fund -- $6,106.00

Building Improvements -- $30.00

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God from Rhonda & Dean
Matus
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This Week at Trinity

TODAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
JAM Session 9:15am
TUESDAY Bible Study 10:00am
WEDNESDAY  “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm
Crossroads 1:00pm
THURSDAY Council Mtg. 7:00pm
SUNDAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am

Eastenv Chicks

Rex & Charlene Stierhoff in memory of Dad Stierhoff; in honor of our children and
grandchildren Shelby & Zoe Koch, Jacob, Amy, Carson, Charlee, Brynlee &
Jameson Stierhoff; in honor of our parents Tom & Lois Moses and Ruby
Stierhoff.

Our wonderful Alice Bertsch is turning 100 years old on April 25th! Trinity is
having a birthday card shower to celebrate. There is a box in the hallway to
collect birthday cards for her. Please help her celebrate such a remarkable
achievement!

Ready to start your spring cleaning and wondering what to do with all those
extra shoes? The Margaretta PTO is collecting new, used, and gently worn
sneakers, shoes, and cleats. Shoes must be in wearable condition. No broken
heels, soles or overly dirty shoes. There will be a box in the hallway for
collection and Shelby Koch will deliver.
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