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Sunday, April 26th, 2026
Service of Word and Prayer

Gétl;erin'g
The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.
Prelude

Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,

and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.



Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing No. 807

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help ['ve come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word
of Christ.



Prayer of the Day

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn of the Month: Worthy is the Lamb

Verse 1)
hank You for the cross Lord

Thank You for the price You paid
Bearing all my sin and shame
In love You came and gave amazing grace

(Verse 2)

Thank You for this love Lord

Thank You for the nail-pierced hands
Washed me in Your cleansing flow

Now all | know Your forgiveness and embrace

(Chorus)

Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne
Crown You now with many crowns

You reign victorious

High and lifted up Jesus Son of God
The Darling of heaven crucified

Worthy is the Lamb

Worthy is the Lamb

(Repeat from beginning)
(Ending)
Worthy is the Lamb

Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.



First Reading: Acts 2:42-47

“2[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers. “° Awe came upon everyone because
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. ** All who
believed were together and had all things in common; “°they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.

“° Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread
at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, * praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 23

'The LoRrRD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.
°The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“*Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
°>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

Y1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. ° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a
commendable thing before God. ?' For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in
his steps.?” “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
**When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He himself bore
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. ?° For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le -lu - ia.
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words of e -ter - nal life

Gospel: John 10:1-10

The holy gospel according to John,
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. “ The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ° The gatekeeper opens the gate
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. “ When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice. ° They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”

® Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.

"So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. ® All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. °1 am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come
in and go out and find pasture. '’ The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann

Hymn of the Day: Have No Fear, Little Flock



Have No Fear, Little Flock
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1 Have no fear, Iit-tle flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, Iit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
0 1|
A0 s I
0\ D |74 | b}
5 ' ——
flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will  keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king-dom; have no fear, lit - tle flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Thanksgiving for the Word:

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

No. 686




Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise  him,  all
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heav'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost

Prayer: The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.




Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide
us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains
serving near and far. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and
instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of
your creation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and
advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the
temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or
injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into
a community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and
fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in
your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

++ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn: What Fellowship, What a Joy Divine No. 774
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace 1s mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
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Lean - ing, lean - 1ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.



Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Guy Miller

Usher: Roy Patterson & Guy Miller

Acolyte: Lincoln Smith

At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Gayle Thompson

Usher: Gary Lieb

Acolyte:

April Altar Care: Pat Wiedenheft & Candy Beatty
PRAYER CONCERNS

For the students and teachers of Valley Forge High School in Parma Heights, OH;
FAITH members, including Ruby Stierhoff; Habit for Humanity in providing housing
for low-income families; the pastors & people of our companion synods in
Tanzania, Serbia, and Montenegro.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

Offering plates are in the entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to leave your
offering, an usher or pastor can help you find them after the service.

ATTENDANCE: 47 + 19 = 66

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:
General Fund -- $3,590.00
Building Improvements -- $45.00

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God from Craig & Betsy
Stierhoff in honor of Craig’s birthday on May 2" and our 30" anniversary on May
4t
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This Week at Trinity

TODAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

TUESDAY Bible Study 10:00am

WEDNESDAY  “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm

SUNDAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

The church parking lot is due for maintenance. Please consider adding an
offering to the Building Fund (which includes the grounds) to help offset this
cost. Your support of the missions, ministries, and maintenance of the church is
always appreciated.

Firelands Chorus Inc. is presenting their 66™ Annual Spring Concert “Broadway
and Beyond” on Friday, May 8" and Saturday, May 9" at 7:30pm at Zion
Lutheran. Doors open at 7:00pm. The concert is free, but a free will donation will
be taken. The chorus is excited to present two Beverlie Buck Mayer Memorial
scholarships to Emma Troyer and Landon Harvey. Emma (Perkins Class of
2023) is a junior instrumental music major at Kent State University. Landon
(Williard Class of 2024) is a junior instrumental music major at Ashland
University. The chorus will also be raffling a gift basket with a $100 Kroger gift
card. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.

Are you looking for employment? Steven Patterson is looking for office help at
Thrivent. Contact him at 419-502-7770 or steven.patterson@thrivent.com.

°&  Thank you for your generous donations for our baby chick sale. Trinity
) raised $600 purchasing 60 baby chicks for Lutheran World Relief. In 5
months, those chicks will start producing eggs to sustain local villages.
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