Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

502 Bardshar Road
Sandusky OH 44870
419-626-0204

Sunday, July 12th, 2026

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Gathering

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of prayer.
Prelude
Announcements

Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God'’s love. Amen.

Opening Hymn: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty No. 533



Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,

1

2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee,there a heav’n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may [ un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.

Greeting

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

You are the treasured people of the Lord, a people holy to Lord Our God.

Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you
lie down and when you rise.

One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the
mouth of the Lord.



Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hymn of the Month: Here On Jesus Christ | Stand No. 1024
Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand
#ﬂ Refrain
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1 There’s no oth - er place I can hide till  the

2 I is nolt the work of  my hands that has

3 When my days on  this earth are done, and 1
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storm that rag - es sub - sides. My voice cries to God from the
washed a-way all my sins. I'm re-deemed, and all of my
stand at God's ho-ly throne, my heart will not have an - y
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flood, and I'm saved be - cause of  his blood.
days, Je - sus Christ will be my heart’s praise.
fear, in Christ’s righ - teous - ness I am here.

Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection, and song.



First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

'YFor as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
""so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
'?For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Y Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13

"You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
>To you, the one | who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
*Qur sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
“Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell
there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of
your temple.
°> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our
salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
°You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
"You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.



®Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous
signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
?You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the
river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
'“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
""You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
'2May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
' May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them-
selves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. “ For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
of death. *For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, “ so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. ° To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. '° But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit
is life because of righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The gospel according to Matthew, Glory to you O Lord.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. ? Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. ° And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
a path, and the birds came and ate them up. ° Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. ° But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

'®“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ' When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. ?° As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, %' yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while,
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. “* As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. #° But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Sermon Pastor Jen Herrmann

Hymn of the Day: Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil No. 512
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Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Thanksgiving for the Word:

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.

Offertory (Usher please bring the offering to the altar)

Offertory Song: God is Love (sing two or three times) No. 1041

HE WHO BEGAN
\ A GOOD WORK
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God Is Love
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Prayer: The Holy Spirit prays with us and through us.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness
and bears the wounds of the world.

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray,

trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.



Silent Prayer
Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to
cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our
actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation
rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the
dead. Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm
throughout the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school
meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill
who have exhausted their resources, and for local concerns. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer
season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may
visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history.
We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

Closing Hymn: For the Fruit of All Creation

For the Fruit of All Creation

No. 679
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will 1s done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will 1s done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will 1s  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 8:00...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Joyce Patterson

Usher: Greg Norman & Rich Miller

Acolyte: Emma Killingsworth

At 10:30...

Pastor: Pastor Jen Herrmann

Lectors: Gayle Thompson

Usher: Barb Sessler & Denny Sessler

Acolyte:

July Altar Care: Cathy Wobser, Candy Beatty, Sheryl Miller
PRAYER CONCERNS

For local businesses and individuals recently impacted by local flooding; FAITH
members, including Patty Swartz; the congregation of Zion, Huron and Stacy
Lauer-Scovanner; State Highway Patrol Sandusky Post.

Pastor Jen can be contacted at 419-822-7630 or jen.herrmann@gmail.com

Offering plates are in the entryways by the bulletins. If you forgot to leave your
offering, an usher or pastor can help you find them after the service.

ATTENDANCE: July 6th 46 +21 =67

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS:
General Fund -- $4,977.00
Building Improvements -- $90.00

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God from Jim Bertsch in honor
of Oliver Wiedenheft's 6" birthday.
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This Week at Trinity

TODAY Service of Word & Prayer 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Bratwurst Drive-thru 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Chimes practice
Sandwich assembly

WEDNESDAY  “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 7:00 pm
Crossroads 1:00 pm

THURSDAY Council Mtg. 7:00 pm

SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.) 11:00 am

SUNDAY Communion Service 8:00 am & 10:30 am

TODAY is the youth-sponsored

NG bratwurst drive-thru. Come enjoy
Bratwurst & Hot Dog 1 % cookout tastes without the cleanup!
Drive Thru
Doing God’s work with our hands!
TODAY after early service, please help
us assemble sack lunches for Care and
Share.

Su\"dog 3‘{:90
4130 aout
or ™ sol

$8 per Meal

EnersoreElbis: TODAY will be chime practice following
Trinity Youth Group the sack lunch assembly. Practice will
be approximately 45 minutes. The next
practice will be Sunday, July 19th from
9:10 — 10:10am.

Do you have any spare Christmas cookie cutters? The Sunday school team is
looking for cookie cutters for a project. Donations will be accepted now through
this fall.
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