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The marking of neighborhoods by the City of Sandusky
finally reached the former Village of Venice by mid-
November. The pictured marker stands at the main
intersection of the village: Venice Road and Fremont
Avenue. Trinity Congregation memorialized the village
some years ago by funding an Erie County Historical
Society marker erected near this same corner. At the
dedication ceremony, Sonny Schonhardt quipped that there
were more people there at the celebration than ever lived in
Venice.

The village was annexed into the City of Sandusky in 1964.
Margaritaville sits on the site of the old mill that was the
mainstay of Venice for more than a century before it was
shut down in 1945. The mill race remains, flowing with
warm spring water from near Castalia. The water almost
never froze, keeping the mill in operation almost year-
round.

The old town hall is now an apartment building. It stands
across from Margaritaville’s extended parking lot. The hall
is where Zion, Sandusky, began Sunday afternoon Bible
classes in the late 1800’s. Those in attendance encouraged
Zion to build a Venice Chapel at 502 Bardshar Road,
starting in the fall of 1913. The building was dedicated in
May of 1914. Trinity became a congregation on its own on
February 2, 1926. Our congregation will mark its 94th
anniversary early next month.

YOUR SERVANTS
AT TRINITY

INTERIM PASTORS -
The Rev. Ralph Schibler
The Rev. Catherine Schibler
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR:
Carol Dahs
MUSICIAN: Adele Hoffman
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
COORDINATOR:
Sally Warner - 419 684-7850
CUSTODIANS:
Jim Bertsch - 419 625-4377
Pat Wiedenheft - 419 625-8652

PRESIDENT: Dave Miller
TREASURER: Jim Bertsch
DATA ENTRY: Shannon Limberios

OFFICE PHONE: 419 626-0204
OFFICE HOURS: 9 am to 1 pm, M-F

February TIMES
Submissions Deadline:

January 20

Items received after this date
will be held for the

March newsletter

URGENT CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Call the Church Office Monday-Friday, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

419 626-0204
Other Hours

Call Barb Wobser at 419 656-8278

(she will contact the appropriate care person)
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TIMES REPORTS

MEET YOUR NEW INTERIM PASTORS

Pastor Ralph was born in Canton, Ohio in 1935. In 1953, he graduated from
Youngstown South High School. He attended the University of Pennsylvania
until 1955 when he transferred to Thiel College in Greenville, Pa. He
graduated from Thiel in 1958. He graduated from Hamma School of Theology,
Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio in 1962. He was ordained at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church, Greenville, Pa. He earned his Doctor in Theology
from Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, Ohio in 1978.

On May 23, 1959, he married Patricia (Pat) McDermott in Turtle Creek, Pa.
They have 4 daughters, 9 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren .

Since ordination, Pastor has served as Assistant Pastor at Zion Lutheran
Church, Canton, Ohio for 5 years. He then served as Mission Redeveloper and
Pastor at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Brunswick, Ohio for 15 years. He then served as Pastor at St.
Mark Lutheran Church, Brunswick, Ohio for 20 years. While in Brunswick he also taught History of
World Religions at Lutheran School of Allied Health Professions for 10 years. He also monitored 7
Interns.

Pastor Ralph and Pat moved to Catawba Island upon retirement.

Pastor Ralph is also active in Rotary and served as District Governor in the year 2007-2008. He continues
to be active in the Rotary Club of Port Clinton.

Since retirement, Pastor Ralph has served as Interim Pastor in numerous congregations.

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Hello! My name is Cathy Schibler-Keegan but please feel free to call me Pastor
Cathy or Pastor Schibler. I am married to Clayton Keegan, who farms full time
and we have three children: Meredith, Sarah & Jacob.

I grew up in Brunswick Ohio and was a marching Blue Devil playing flute and
piccolo. From there I went to Wittenberg University and graduated with a BA
in Political Science and English. I had never anticipated becoming a pastor
but the Holy Spirit kept nudging and pushing toward Word and Sacrament
ministry. I attended Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus Ohio and have
been ordained for 32 years.

My first call was to Good Shepherd in Vickery, Ohio. After serving nine years,
I was called to the bishop’s staff of the Northwestern Ohio Synod and served for
18 years working with candidates for ministry and with congregations in the
call process or conflict. After Bishop Lohrmann retired, churchwide called me to serve at Portico
Benefits, the ELCA organization that provides health benefits and retirement for our rostered
ministers. I also get to sit on the Board of Directors for Wittenberg University. This will be my fourth
interim serving with my dad, Pastor Ralph Schibler.

My prayer during this interim period is to help keep us focused on the cross of Jesus and to help
discern how the Holy Spirit is moving as you enter into a new segment of ministry. @ 3




Beginning January 1, 2020
Please use the following guidelines for Pastoral Care:

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and
it is during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through
Friday, call the church office at 419-626-0204.

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and
it is NOT during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday
through Friday, call Barb Wobser at 419-656-8278. Barb will obtain all
necessary information and discuss the designated Pastoral Care available for the
emergency situation.

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and not at a local hospital, please contact the
hospital and ask about immediate Spiritual Care services and then follow the
above guidelines to notify the designated Trinity personnel.

If the situation is a NON-EMERGENCY situation, please contact the church office
at 419-626-0204 during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through
Friday, and speak with Church Administrator, Carol Dahs. You may also call the
church office at any time and leave a message, requesting Pastoral Care, and
someone will return your call.

If you have any questions about any other concerns regarding Pastoral Care, contact
our Church Administrator, Carol Dahs, during office hours of 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.; Monday through Friday. You may also contact any of the members of the
Congregational Care Team listed below:

Rosemarie Canter: 419-357-8854
Barry Gill: 419-366-0307
Jean Holbrook: 419-202-9057
Patty Swartz: 419-626-4970

For the above situations, please have the following information to share with us:

The parishioner’s name.

Where the Pastoral Care is needed.

What the nature of the situation is.

A contact person’s name and telephone number (family member).
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=== ’ ‘CANYOU HELP’ During. the month of January we will be collecting cans of soup
(or boxes of instant soup) to hand out to kids in need for SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY.
Kids normally like chicken/noodle, vegetable, and other noodle soups the best. Bring
in as many cans/boxes of soup as you wish and put them in the box in the educational

wing hall. And we ask that all items be turned in by Sunday, January 26. THANKS for
helping to give a kid a warm cup of soup during these winter months!

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY IS BACK and is fast approaching, as in the
past the Confirmation class will be selling soup and subs for their
“Souper Bowl of Caring” project. You can choose from Ham or Turkey
subs and Vegetable or Chicken Noodle soup. Please sign up on the
football bulletin board in the educational wing to place your order. All
orders are due by Sunday, January 26 and then can be picked up on
Sunday, February 2, Super Bowl Sunday. Subs will be $5.00 each with
soup being .50 a bowl. Money raised will go to Care and Share.

Installation of the 2020 Congregation Council will take place on January 12

President Dave Miller
Vice President (to be chosen)
Treasurer (non-voting) Jim Bertsch

Chairpersons for:

Congregational Life Candy Beatty
Faith Builders Barb Wobser
Mission Service Judy Driscoll
Property Mike Markley (new in 2020)
Stewardship and Finance Jim Bertsch (new in 2020)
Witness and Welcome Bonnie Lieb (new in 2020)
Worship and Music Sally Warner (new in 2020)

We sincerely thank Daniel Schlick for his service.

At its January meeting, the Council will select among its members a vice president for 2020.



TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL
C OUN C I L Meeting Highlights - December 19, 2019 - 7:00 pm
UP DATE (These are unapproved meeting minutes)

Meeting called to order by President, Dave Miller. Devotions were given by Jim Bertsch.

Minutes of previous meeting (November 7) were reviewed. Motion made by Sally to except the minutes as
submitted. 2™ by Barb. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s report for November was reviewed. Sally made a motion to move $10,000 from the checking
account into the Thrivent Bond checking account to earn some additional interest. 2™ by Barb. Motion passed.
Jim stated that a good size branch had fallen and landed a portion of the parsonage garage. Jim had Ronnie
VanZandt come and clean up the branch and trim two trees on the property to prevent any further damage.
Ronnie charged $825 for everything. A motion to approve the Treasurer’s reports was made by Barb. 2™ by
Judy. Motion passed.

President’s Report: Dave is in the process of meeting with employees for their reviews. Dave talked to John
Miller about the wheelchair ramp at his house for Braxton. John will give Dave a balance due on the bill for its
installation. Dave will get with the volunteer to see about providing the $750 balance due. It was
acknowledged that council received a copy of the Congregational meeting minutes from November 10.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor presented the following people as new members here at Trinity: James and Nancy
Yantz, by transfer from St Paul, Sandusky; Millie McCready, awaiting transfer from St Paul, Sandusky; Karen
Michaels and Christopher Michaels, by transfer from First Congregational United Church of Christ, Sandusky;
Maryl Bango, by affirmation of faith. Barb made a motion to receive these new members at the December 22
services. 2™ by Sally. Motion passed. Pastor informed the council he has purchased additional copies of “A
Field Guide for the Missional Congregation” recommended reading by Bishop Beaudoin.

The Congregational Care Ministry team — A preliminary emergency pastoral care sheet was distributed. Will be
finalized before Pastor Gardner’s leaving.

Faith Builders — Barb Wobser — The Christmas program went well again this year.

Mission Service — Judy Driscoll — The pork and sauerkraut dinner went well. They will be meeting again in
February.

Property — Vacant — Suggestions were made that there be a door stop added to the south entry door that maybe
could hang from the overhang that is there. This would keep the ground free from anything to trip over. What
would be the cost of adding wheelchair push button door openers for the elevator entrance? The door there is
very heavy and there isn’t always someone around to help open it for those who need to use that entrance.

Worship and Music — Daniel Schlick — Hymns were picked through March. Pastors Ralph and Cathy will select
the Hymn of the Day each week. We are using setting 3 from the cranberry book for 2020. Pastor Gardner did
work ahead into January of 2020 to help Carol get the bulletins standardized for the new year.

New Business — Dave volunteered to be the January 2020 devotions leader and Barb was already set to be the
money counter until the January meeting. Two facility use forms were approved. Daniel Schlick continues on
with the Diakonia program. He has 3 or 4 more classes at $60 per class. Barb Wobser will be Carol’s contact
person if she is unable to get to work for any reason. All Carol’s exceptions to the 9 to 1 work day are listed on
the calendar in the church office. Sally asked that she be allowed to spend some of Robert Sessler’s memorial
money on the purchase of two new Christmas trees for the sanctuary. Council approved.

Prior to the council meeting Judy made a motion that a $500 gift card to Corso’s be purchased as a gift to Pastor
Gardner for the council and congregation. 2" by Barb. Motion passed.
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2020 USHERS’ SCHEDULE

Below is the 2020 ushers schedule. If you need to make a change, call Denny Sessler at 419-366-8399

Month 8:00 10:30 Month 8:00 10:30
January Tom Jenkins Bob Troike July Guy Miller Dan Baum
Cindy Norman Ron Werner Justin Stierhoff Amy Baum
Dave Miller Bob Chapman Fred Wobser Barb Sessler
February Barb Wobser Bill Bertsch August Charlie Bango Gary Lieb
Rich Miller Barb Sessler Cindy Norman Bill Bertsch
Greg Norman Bob Troike Greg Norman Denny Sessler
March Hank Kleinoeder Barry Gill September Kent Miller Charles Howard
David Miller Missy Hacker Roy Patterson Judy Howard
Charlie Bango David Wobser Barb Wobser Sonny Schonhardt
April Barb Wobser Denny Sessler October Sally Warner Barry Gill
Brad Stierhoff Bob Chapman Mark Wiedenheft Bob Troike
Justin Stierhoff Sonny Schonhardt Brad Stierhoff Bob Chapman
May Rex Stierhoff Charles Howard November  Barb Wobser Dave Wobser
Roy Patterson Judy Howard David Miller Gary Lieb
Barb Wobser Bill Bertsch Rich Miller Denny Sessler
June Drew Koch Gary Lieb December  Mike Markley Bob Troike
Barb Wobser Ken Schenk Maree Markley Denny Sessler
Mark Wiedenheft Ron Werner Barb Wobser Ken Schenk
Ash Wednesday, February 26 Bill Hirt Maundy Thursday, April 9 Rob Wiedenheft
Terri Hirt Denny Sessler
Bob Chapman Barb Sessler
Lent #2, March 4 Mark Wiedenheft Good Friday, April 10 Mark Wiedenheft
Rob Wiedenheft Mike Markley
David Wobser Rob Wiedenheft
Lent #3, March 11 Barry Gill Thanksgiving Eve, November 25  Denny Sessler
Karen Gill Barb Sessler
Rob Wiedenheft Missy Hacker
Lent #4, March 18 Randy Patten Christmas Eve, Early (Thursday) Kent Miller
Mark Wiedenheft Guy Miller
Rob Wiedenheft Barry Gill
Lent #5, March 25 Barb Wobser Christmas Eve, Late (Thursday)  Denny Sessler
Steve Miller Bill Hirt
Cindy Norman Terri Hirt

Lent #6, April 1

Denny Sessler
Guy Miller
Greg Norman

TO CHANGE OR TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE CALL DENNY SESSLER at 419-366-8399.




: PROJE CT Project Share of Margaretta Township

4108 Bellevue-Castalia Rd.

SH% RE Castalia, Ohio, 44824

of Margaretta Township

December 2019
Dear Friends of Project Share,

Words cannot express the gratitude we have for you and your support of Project Share this year.
Our needs were many and each step of the way someone was there to help. You extending your
hand and heart in Christian love brought a ray of hope to 92 families with 405 individuals this
Christmas Season. This was the same number of families as last year but an increase of 17
individuals.

Though you are not able to meet and greet our families, their stories affirm why Project Share is
so important.
e Several individuals shared the financial strain of serious health problems and were
comforted knowing their families were part of Project Share.
e Multiple families had taken over the care of extra children and were so grateful to
know that their family could provide gifts and food to them.
e Car repairs and buying gas to get to work had to take priority over gifts, so Project
Share supported moms and dads who wanted their children to experience the
excitement of Christmas.

Your efforts through Project Share helped to address those needs. From the Spaghetti Dinner in
March; to the Woman’s Gathering; the churches, organizations and personal donations; gift
donations from the Star Trees; the Toy Drive sponsored by Margaretta’s National Honor Society;
the Socktober program by Margaretta Elementary; and the countless hours of community service
of over 200 wrappers, knitters, and other volunteers—all willingly sharing their time and
resources provided assistance to our Project Share families. You shared in the true spirit of this
holiday season in an amazing witness to the goodwill within our community.

Project Share is truly a Christmas Blessing. Thank you sincerely for your spirit of sharing.

May God grant you Peace in 2020,

Jean Smith

Brenda and Jack Ried, Marilou and Jim Neill,
Leland Meggitt, Jan Ransom,

Kathy Enouen, Nikki Gysan,

Cindy Parker Sharon and Tom Keimer

9 (&)




JANUARY ALTAR CARE

Maree Markley, Chairperson
Shelly Miller

TooAY's CHRISTIAN MusiIC
IN A SPIRIT-FILLED
ATMOSPHERE!

ComE, WoRrsHIP, AND SiInG!

SunDAY, JANUARY 12,
BETWEEN SERVICES,
9:30-10:00 am,

IN THE SANCTUARY.

(310

We offer you our sincerest
thanks for your kind farewell

as Phil retires. Our thanks W&f

go to all who attended on ZVeryonb

Christmas Eve and the

Sundays of December. Our

appreciation goes to Candy Beatty and her
Congregational Life Team for organizing the
outstanding brunch on the 29", and to the team that
organized worship that morning for allowing Phil to
offer the benediction one final time. Our particular
thanks to Nancy Vollmer and those who worked
with her in creating the beautiful quilt given to
Phil. What a marvelous and meaningful gift! We
thank the congregation, individually and
collectively, for its cards and gifts. You have made
us part of your congregational home for almost
twenty years, and we are indeed grateful. And, we
thank all of you for the many ways you have
supported Trinity’s ministry and mission over those
two decades. We wish you the best, and we pray
that your work will continue unabated over the
pastoral call process ahead. May God’s blessings be
with you!

In Christ Jesus our Lord,

Pastor and Janet Gardner

Put God First
Matthew 6:33

Keep Your Promises
Romans 4:21

Be Thankful in all Things
Psalm 100:4

Forgive And Forget
Micah 7:18

Work Hard

Colossians 3:23

Always Tell the Truth
Proverbs 12:22

Be Kind-hearted
Ephesians 4:32

Comfort One Another
1 Thessalonians 4:18

Love One Another
1 Peter 1:22



COULD YOU SPEND A LITTLE TIME each month paying visits on our assisted-
living, nursing home, and members at home, and those unable to attend worship as
they’d like? Volunteers are needed for this important ministry. Please contact
Congregational Care Team Chair Barry Gill for more information: 419-626-3612

MEMBERS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN AS OF 11-18-19

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky
Iretta Gast #318 419-308-4269

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky

Geraldine Watson #128
Ruby Stierhoff #114

At The Willows, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue OH 44811
Shirley Miller #311 419-483-4189

At Providence Care, 2025 Hayes Ave, Sandusky, OH 44870
Dorothy Miller #72

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, OH 43410
Kay Braden
Sister of Kathy Parker and Donnie Bowers

At The Meadows at Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Ave., Huron OH 44839

At Portland Place, 3808 Venice Road, Sandusky OH 44870
(Barbara) Jean Saylor #120

In private homes:
Margaret Lieb - 3615 W. Monroe St., Sandusky 419-357-5672

Viola Liptok - Resides at: 102 Portland Avenue, Bay Bridge 419-684-5840
- Send mail to: 5322 Hampton Drive, North Olmsted OH 44070

Dan and Gwen Miller - 5708 West Bogart Road 419-684-5274

Bernie Neidler - 1305 Ogontz Street, Sandusky 419-625-4839

Pat Nielsen - 1502 Martin’s Point Road 419-684-5627

Judy Welser - 5619 Debra Drive, Castalia 419-624-7232

Brian & MaryAnn Hickman - 51 N. Harbors End, 419-732-7398
Port Clinton

Ronald Wriker - 101 Caswell Drive, Castalia




JANUARY MILESTONES

Do

SIS

=)}

10
11
13
15
16

BIRTHDAYS

JanMarie Miller
John Harris
Tarah Hershey
Lows Price
Penny Price
Alice Martin
Avery Barnett
Olivia Gast
Benjamin Stephens
Cynthia Nielsen
Madison Stephens
Gregory Norman
Nicole Hetllmann
Karen Beaver
Evan Miller
Robert Kurth
Beckett Freeman
David Kromer
Abigail Trout
Troy Miller
James Miller

17

19

22

25
26

27

29

Cathy Wobser
Joshua Reed
Tasha Spears
Louis Kurth
Tayler Poock
Tara Poock
Bonnie Lieb
Maria Nielsen
Valri Didion
Elizabeth Moser
David Huff
Kyleigh Cullen
Avery Moore
Courtney Orshoski
Andrew Warner

ANNIVERSARIES
9 Gregory & Susanne Lemert - 38th “.6/?\6%‘: e
16 Henry & Ellene Kleinoeder - 21st 'i*&c'; \ %;3‘
19 Steven & Holly Miller - 46th Qg ‘q’g@
26 Charles & Sandy Paseka - 35th \Q\%}?’

31 Jason & Juhe Overmyer - 16th

Patty Swartz in honor of Viola Liptok’s 104 birthday

Roy & Joyce Patterson in memory

of Kenneth Shirg

Norm & Ruby Stierhoff in memory
of Mary Ann Wobser and Jean
Miller

Robert Densmore in memory of Viola Densmore

Roy & Joyce Patterson, Larry & Pat Wiedenheft, Daniel
Baum Family, Nancy Sessler in honor of Pastor Gardner
and his retirement

Daniel Baum Family in memory of Robert Sessler

Robert Densmore in memory of Carl Densmore

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks:
To Pastor Gardner and Janet for their years of service here at Trinity.

To Jim Bertsch, Sally Warner, Barb Wobser, Judy Driscoll and all who helped decorate the church for the

Christias season.

To Mark, Tyler, Carlie, Ryan, and Rob Wiedenheft for putting up and taking down the outside nativity

scene.

Jean Cline for her card ministry to our members.

The Crossroads Team for their monthly meal preparation help: Orpha Densmore, Rosemarie Canter,
Judy Howard, Jim Bertsch, Bob & Alice Bertsch, and Wendy Wiedenheft.
Erica Miller for her faithful service of acylating whenever needed.

Sally Warner and helpers for the Sunday School Christmas Program.
To Nancy Vollmer for all the wonderful and thoughtful items she has donated to our Sunday School
department. We con not thank her enough for her generosity!

ok

o6

Thank you to friends and family who have picked me up and taken me home for

church each week. You are truly a blessing to me. - Patty Swartz

Thank you to all for the cards, prayers, and all your thoughtfulness in the

passing of Jean Miller - Blessings from her family

12 (6
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