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Our Greatest Treasure 

The following was reprinted from the November 2019 Ministry International Journal for Pastors.  A Guest Editorial by 
Melody Mason who is the coordinator of the United in Prayer initiative for the worldwide Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. 
 

1. Scripture quotes taken from New King James Version of the Bible. 

2. Ellen G. White. A Call to Stand Apart (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald Pub. Assn, 2002), 69. 

3. Eugene H. Petersen, Working the Angles: The Shape of Pastoral Integrity (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 1987). 



   “Dear Jesus, could you please send me a Bible!” was the 
desperate plea of one half-starved boy from a village in the 
Henan Province.  But this was communist China in the 1970’s; 
there were no Bibles where he lived, and those caught 
possessing one would be tortured, if not killed.  However, so 
deep was the longing this young boy had for the Word of God 
that he began to fast and plead with God, day and night.  His 
family thought he was losing his mind, but he did not give up.  
One hundred days later, God answered his prayer in a 
miraculous way and sent him a Bible. 
   He only had a third-grade education.  He could barely read 
simple Chinese.  Using a dictionary, he painstakingly looked up 
one Chinese character at a time, treasuring every word of 
Scripture.  Day after day, whenever he had a break from his 
work in the fields, he would secretly steal away to pray and 
read his Bible.  
   Finally, after reading through the whole Bible, he went back 
to the New Testament and started to memorize it, one chapter at 
a time.  Then he began to share it with others. 
   Now know as Brother Yun from the book The Heavenly Man, 
this young boy went on to preach the gospel to many starving 
souls in China.  Many house churches were started, amazing 
answered prayers were seen, and thousands have been won to 
Christ. 
   When I read testimonies like that of Brother Yun, I often ask 
myself, Do I really recognize the treasure I’ve been given in the 
Word of God?  Is spending time in prayer and meditating on 
God’s Word more precious than all my earthly pursuits? 
   Job said, “I have treasured the words of His mouth more then 
my necessary food” “(Job 23:12).1 
   Jeremiah’s testimony was, “Your words were found, and I ate 
them, and Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart.” (Jeremiah 15:16). 
   Today, the Bible is the most widely published and translated 
book of all time.  Yet, despite it being more accessible than it 
has ever been in history, we have lost our appreciation for this 
priceless treasure.  We have also forgotten our need for earnest 
prayer.  Truly, we are experiencing the famine spoken about by 
the prophet Amos, “Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the LORD” (8:11b). 
   I love this inspirational thought: “The Bible is God’s voice 
speaking to us, just as surely as if we could hear it with our 
ears.  If we realized this, with what awe we would open God’s 
Word and with what earnestness we would search its precepts.  
The reading and contemplation of the Scriptures would be 
regarded as an audience with the infinite One.”2    
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We study and pray not simply to get more 
information for our sermons or to better 
debate our doctrines - but to know Jesus 
personally and so that He can change our 
lives - and our ministry.  Eugene Peterson 
stated, “The visible lines of pastoral work are 
preaching, teaching, and administration.  The 
small angles of this ministry are prayer, 
Scripture, and spiritual direction...If we get 
the angles right it is a simple matter to draw 
in the lines.  But if we are careless with or 
dismiss the angles, no matter how long or 
straight we draw the lines we will not have a 
triangle, a pastoral ministry.”3 
   So, the next time you are looking up cross-
references, don’t forget the power of the 
cross.  While searching for those exciting 
chain-references, don’t lose sight of the One 
who gave all His blood that your chains might 
be broken and you might be set free. 
   The Word is our Treasure Chest - and the 
greatest Treasure of all is Jesus! 
 



DO NOT PRINT 

1 



2 

DO NOT PRINT 
 

 
 
 
 

 



TIMES REPORTS 

 

When was the last “aha" moment you had? You know, that 

moment when something You Have been wondering about 

suddenly comes to light, like the light bulb in a comic strip when 

the comic character suddenly gets an idea or comes to some 

realization. 

 

I am sure that most of us have had at least a few of them. 

 

The strongest one I had was when I finally realized I was being called into the ministry. I thought I was 

going to be a mechanical engineer like my dad, my uncles and my brother. I received the Navy 

Scholarship and was at the Town School of Engineering at the University of Pennsylvania. When we were 

on our summer cruise, I was confused by the Ship’s Chaplain. He was always on an inspection team. He 

was often times harder than the Captain. I couldn't understand  why a chaplain would be doing that. 

When were at Guantanamo Bay, our last stop before returning the US, on Sunday,  several of us went to 

the  chapel services on the base.  The chaplain there was so different than the one who was on board ship. 

It was at that time that  my course in life changed. I felt that God was calling me into the ministry. I 

decided that I would graduate and served the required service for the scholarship, go to Seminary, and 

than return as a Navy Chaplain. While it didn't work out that way, it was one of the epiphany experience 

that changed my life. (One of my shipmates realized that something had happened.) 

 

We are in the Season of Epiphany  in the church year.  It is a time when we remember the “aha" 

experience of those first Christians as they realized who this Jesus is. While we confess that Jesus is our 

Lord and Savior, may we remember He changes lives, not just teaches right from wrong. May we have 

that “aha" or epiphany experience that truly sees Him, and really changes who we see ourselves to be. 

 

PR. 
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Beginning January 1, 2020 
Please use the following guidelines for Pastoral Care:   

 
 

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and 
it is during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through 
Friday, call the church office at 419-626-0204. 

 
If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and 

it is NOT during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday 
through Friday, call Barb Wobser at 419-656-8278.  Barb will obtain all 
necessary information and discuss the designated Pastoral Care available for the 
emergency situation. 

 
If the situation is an EMERGENCY and not at a local hospital, please contact the 

hospital and ask about immediate Spiritual Care services and then follow the 
above guidelines to notify the designated Trinity personnel. 

 
If the situation is a NON-EMERGENCY situation, please contact the church office 

at 419-626-0204 during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through 
Friday, and speak with Church Administrator, Carol Dahs.  You may also call the 
church office at any time and leave a message, requesting Pastoral Care, and 
someone will return your call. 

 
If you have any questions about any other concerns regarding Pastoral Care, contact 

our Church Administrator, Carol Dahs, during office hours of 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.; Monday through Friday.   You may also contact any of the members of the 
Congregational Care Team listed below: 

 
Barry Gill:   419-366-0307 
Jean Holbrook: 419-202-9057 
Patty Swartz: 419-626-4970 
 

For the above situations, please have the following information to share with us: 
 
The parishioner’s name. 
Where the Pastoral Care is needed.  
What the nature of the situation is. 
A contact person’s name and telephone number (family member).   
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Youth and Family 
with SALLY WARNER, Trinity's Youth 

and Family Ministries Coordinator 

GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE, GONE!!  This is your last 

chance to check out all the books and various items that are 

free for the taking located in the upstairs Sunday school 

room, across from the church office.  Not only is Pastor 

Gardner cleaning out his office, but other rooms are being 

gone through also.  We will be offering these items until 

February 20
th

.  After that day, they will be packed up and 

taken to recycling.  So, take the time now to look at them 

and take any and all you want. 

 

Worship and Music Committee 

 

A new Worship and Music Committee has been formed and if you should have a 

concern with anything pertaining to the worship services and the services this 

committee oversees, please feel free to contact any of the members, or a particular 

member to voice your concerns.  The committee consist of the following people:  

 

Sally Warner - Chairperson and Acolytes 

Denny Sessler – Ushers 

Pat Wiedenheft – Alter Care 

Dave Miller – Lectors 

Jim Bertsch – Pastoral Care 

Adele Hoffman – Music 

Barb Sessler – member  

 

We like to hear both good and bad news about your worship experience.  So please 

feel free to let us know what you think! 

 

 

COME PARTY WITH US on February 

25
th

 at our Shrove Tuesday dinner!  

Sausage, pancakes, and goodies, along 

with a Mardi Gras atmosphere will all be 

happening from 5:00 to 6:30 pm.  A free will offering will be 

taken with all monies collected going to the youth account.  

Come, earn some beads and enjoy a “Fat Tuesday” meal 

with us at Trinity! 5 
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TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Meeting Highlights - January 16, 2020 - 7:00 pm 

 

(These are unapproved meeting minutes) 

Meeting called to order by President, Dave Miller.  Devotions were given by Dave Miller. 
 

Business of Visitors to Council: Council introductions were given to Pastor Ralph. 
 

Minutes of previous meeting (December 19) were reviewed. Jim stated that the tree at the parsonage did not fall 
on the garage but onto the parsonage driveway.  Barb made a motion to accept the meeting minutes with the 
correction.  2nd by Judy.  Motion passed. 
 

Treasurer’s report for December was reviewed.  Jim stated that the Thrivent quarterly report arrived too late to 
distribute to council.  Jim will get with Steven Patterson on the transfer of the $10,000 from checking to the 
Thrivent Bond checking.  Steven only transferred $1,000 instead of the $10,000.  Also, the Endowment 
distribution of $7930 was pulled from the incorrect account.  Judy made a motion to approve the treasurer’s 
report.  2nd by Barb.  Motion passed. 
 

President’s Report:  Dave has just a couple more job reviews to do and those will be done.  Council approved 
Sally Warner as the Vice President for 2020.  Candy Beatty will cover if Sally is unavailable.  Discussion of the 
transition team followed.  It was decided that Dave (President) and Barb (Council Member) would be on the 
transition team.  Council was taxed with finding 4-5 more people of varying ages to be on the team.  Those who 
have questions about what it involves need to talk to Dave.   
 

The Congregational Care Ministry team – Barry’s team was able to visit almost all of Trinity’s shut-ins in 
December.  A Pastoral Guideline system was setup.  Thank you to Barb Wobser for being our Congregational 
contact.  They will be meeting on January 20 to make plans for the next round of visits and communion. 
 

Congregational Life – Candy Beatty – There were 120 who participated in Pastor Gardner’s farewell luncheon.  
Candy’s team has decided to continue with the Unity Service brunches and so there will no longer be the 
summer picnic or Christmas party.  Funds from those will be used to purchase supplies for the luncheons.  
  
Faith Builders – Barb Wobser – Souper Bowl and Subs will take place on February 2.  The Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake supper will continue on February 25.  Sixteen boxes and 3 bags of cereal were collected from the 
youth’s pajama party.  The cereal was donated to a family in Castalia. 
 

Mission Service – Judy Driscoll – They will be meeting on February 11 at 6:30 pm. 
 

Property – Mike Markley – Carol reported that Travelers Insurance was in and checked the boiler.  It is good for 
another year.  A facility use form for December 27, 2020 was approved. 
 

Stewardship and Finance – Jim Bertsch – They will be meeting soon with Steven Patterson to address any 
changes for 2020. 
 

Witness and Welcome – Bonnie Lieb – She is just getting going in this new position to her. 
 

Worship and Music – Sally Warner – Sally reported that things for worship are pretty well set until Lent.  
 

New Business – Barb volunteered to help Carol with a retention policy for old newsletter, bulletins, and 

donation envelopes.  Carol will put in the bulletin a reminder to all that they can submit announcement and 

prayer requests to her for listing in the bulletin.  Barb made a motion to accept Glenn & Patty Bango into 

membership through reaffirmation of faith.  2nd by Candy.  Motion passed.  There will be a simple First 

Communion welcoming for Mason Hermes.  The signup sheet for devotions and money counters was 

distributed.  Pastor Ralph stated that he and Pastor Cathy will do the midweek Lenten services following what is 

in Sundays and Seasons.  Dave will work on getting lectors for those Wednesday evenings.  Candy and her team 

will put together a signup sheet for a simple supper prior to the worship service.  The Congregational Life team 

will host the Ash Wednesday meal.  There will only be evening services available for Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday.  Judy will call Amanda at Stein Hospice about whether or not Trinity will provide any meals to 

hospice families this year.  Sally, Barb, and Judy have discussed some remodel thoughts on updating the office 

area for a future pastor.  Council decided to give Pastor Gardner the deadline date of February 20, 2020 to have 

his office cleaned out. 
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Dear Church, 
 
Through full communion, we have grown in unity and fellowship over the past decade with the United 
Methodist Church (UMC). We are receiving and sharing gifts, strengthening the body of Christ, and 
deepening mission and ministry for the sake of the world.  
 
Last week, in a flurry of misleading headlines, many of us read that the United Methodist Church had 
split. This is not, in fact, what happened. On Jan. 3, it was announced that an ideologically diverse 
group of leaders collaborated in a mediation process resulting in their unanimous support for a 
proposed agreement. If adopted, the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation would 
result in the separation of the United Methodist Church. At this point, it still needs to come through the 
appropriate legislative mechanisms in order to be deliberated by the UMC General Conference in May. 
The proposed agreement is just that at this time. 
 
Many of you may be pondering the good Lutheran question: What does this mean? For the UMC? For 
our full communion partnership? It is simply too soon to have clarity on those questions. I assure you 
that there are leaders, both ELCA and UMC, who are carefully and faithfully tending to these 
questions. My staff colleagues and I are in regular conversation with our counterparts. As actual 
decisions are made by the General Conference and details become clearer, we will share information 
and seek to interpret it. 
 
For now, I invite your continued prayers for, and accompaniment with, our full communion partners. 
Reach out to your neighbors and let them know that you are walking with them and praying for them, 
for the unity of Christ’s church, and for God’s justice and peace for all people and creation. This is a 
time for deepening our commitments to the relationships at the very heart of our bond as siblings 
united in Christ.  
 
In Christ, 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Ash Wednesday is February 26 this year.  
 

We will continue our tradition of offering a simple, light 
meal before the 7:00 pm Lenten service each Wednesday. 
We served between 35 and 40 weekly last year, with the 
meal starting at 6:00 pm.  
 

If you or your committee/family/group would like to help 
with this there will be a sign up sheet posted so you can 
chose a week that works for you.  
 

Thank you.  
Congregational Life Team 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/united-methodist-traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-separation-13133654
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf
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Thrivent Members: Now Is the Time! 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2019 will expire soon.  If you are a Thrivent member and have Choice 

Dollars for distribution, you have until March 31 to designate that money...and your congregation, 

Trinity Lutheran Evangelical Church, is an eligible destination.  Even if you have designated your Choice 

Dollars to Trinity previously, you must do so again before the availability of 2019 Choice Dollars expires. 
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FEBRUARY ALTAR 
CARE 

Linda Gantz, Chairperson 
Cindy Norman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAM! 
 

Today’s Christian Music 

in a Spirit-filled 

Atmosphere!   
 

Come, Worship, and Sing! 
 

Sunday, FEBRUARY 9, 

Between Services, 

9:30-10:00 am, 

in the Sanctuary. 

10 

IT’S EASY 

AND IT 

WON’T 

COST YOU A 

DIME! 
 

Just shop, swipe your Kroger Plus Card and earn rewards 
for Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 

Here’s how to enroll: 
1. Visit:    krogercommunityrewards.com 
2. Sign in to your online account or create an account. 
3. Follow the prompts or see the church secretary, Carol, 

and she will help you.   
4. Trinity’s number is IU449 

Kroger is giving  

MILLIONS to local 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March TIMES 
Submissions Deadline: 

 

February 20 
 

Items received after this date 
will be held for the 

April newsletter 



COULD YOU SPEND A LITTLE TIME each month paying visits on our assisted-
living, nursing home, and members at home, and those unable to attend worship as 
they’d like?  Volunteers are needed for this important ministry.  Please contact 
Congregational Care Team Chair Barry Gill for more information: 419-626-3612 

 
MEMBERS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN AS OF 11-18-19 

 
 

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

  

 Iretta Gast  #318   419-308-4269 
  
At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 
 

 Geraldine Watson   #128    
 Ruby Stierhoff                                    #114 
 
At The Willows, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue OH  44811 
         Shirley Miller           #311   419-483-4189 
 
At Providence Care, 2025 Hayes Ave, Sandusky, OH 44870 
         Dorothy Miller          #72    
 
At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, OH  43410 
 Kay Braden   
   Sister of Kathy Parker and Donnie Bowers 
  
At The Meadows at Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Ave., Huron OH  44839 
  
At Portland Place, 3808 Venice Road, Sandusky OH  44870 
 (Barbara) Jean Saylor  #120 
 
 
 

In private homes: 
 

 

 Margaret Lieb - 3615 W. Monroe St., Sandusky   419-357-5672 
 

 Viola Liptok - Resides at: 102 Portland Avenue, Bay Bridge   419-684-5840 
                               - Send mail to:  5322 Hampton Drive, North Olmsted OH  44070 
 

 Dan and Gwen Miller - 5708 West Bogart Road   419-684-5274 
 

 Bernie Neidler - 1305 Ogontz Street, Sandusky 419-625-4839 
 

 Pat Nielsen - 1502 Martin’s Point Road  419-684-5627 
 

 Judy Welser - 5619 Debra Drive, Castalia 419-624-7232 
 

 Brian & MaryAnn Hickman - 51 N. Harbors End, 419-732-7398 
                                                      Port Clinton 
 
 Ronald Wriker - 101 Caswell Drive, Castalia 
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BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Alyssa Neill 

 2 Scott Fall 

 4 Rebecca Lynn 

 5 Tal Strean 

  Frederick Drossman 

  Linda Huff 

 6 Riley Johnson 

 7 Erika Thiede 

  Paul Stierhoff 

 8 Noah Savage 

  Ronald Cox 

 9 Raymond Remy 

10 Nathaniel Parker 

11 Judy Welser 

12 Karilyn Harper 

  Hailey Miller 

13 Randy Patten 

  Shelby Harris 

14 Barbara Swain 

  David Parker 

  John Lynn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Mark Lieb 

  Dana Savage 

16 David Huff 

19 Samantha Thomas 

20 Deborah Bahnsen 

21 Mya Smith 

22 Lori Schlick 

23 Allen Miller 

  Thomas Poock 

25 Amanda Nielsen 

  Melissa Hacker 

26 Peggy Kingsborough 

27 Robert Bertsch 

JULY MILESTONES  FEBRUARY MILESTONES 

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks: 

 

• To all who helped setup, cleanup, and just help in general for the lovely 
farewell luncheon for Pastor Gardner and Janet.   
• Don Bowers and Cyclone Services for continuing to provide our 
dumpster.  

10 Daniel & Amy Baum - 30th 

17 Fred & Elaine Drossman - 58th 

18 Rex & Charlene Stierhoff - 31st 

  Bernard & Mary Ann Neidler - 64th 

  Robert & Alice Bertsch - 73rd 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Robert Densmore in memory of 

Viola Densmore 

12 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Mission Service Team Meeting Slated 

 

Trinity’s Mission Service Team will meet Tuesday, 

February 11, at 6:30 pm, at the church.  Judy 

Driscoll chairs the team.  The group plans and 

implements Trinity’s support of local, national, 

and global agencies addressing human need.   
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