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YOUR SERVANTS 

AT TRINITY 
 

INTERIM PASTORS - 
 The Rev. Ralph Schibler 
 The Rev. Catherine Schibler 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR:   
 Carol Dahs 
MUSICIAN: Adele Hoffman 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
  COORDINATOR:  
     Sally Warner - 419 684-7850 
CUSTODIANS: 
     Jim Bertsch - 419 625-4377 
     Pat Wiedenheft - 419 625-8652 
 

PRESIDENT: Dave Miller       
TREASURER: Jim Bertsch 
DATA ENTRY: Shannon Limberios 
 

OFFICE PHONE: 419 626-0204  
OFFICE HOURS:  9 am to 1 pm,  M-F 

URGENT CONGREGATIONAL 
CARE 

 

Call the Church Office  
Monday-Friday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
419 626-0204 

 
 

Other Hours 
Call Barb Wobser at 419 656-8278 

(she will contact the appropriate care person) 

I don't know about you, but there are many times when I become 

impatient.  

 

For example, I am becoming impatient in regards to this Covid 

19 virus. When will we get a vaccine? When will we be able to 

resume a somewhat normal life. Both Pat and I are getting tired 

of restrictions concerning getting out of the house. I have been 

more lucky than she, as I have the ability to socialize more than she because I go to Rotary meetings and 

come to the church to do the worship services for Facebook. At this time we are also able to attend church 

on Sunday mornings at St. John, Port Clinton, since Ottawa County is not under a red alert.  But even so, I 

am still anxious to get on with things. 

 

Then, I remember how patient God is with me. I am not always the loving, caring person He expects me to 

be. There are times when my sense of importance gets in the way of reaching out to help others. There are 

times when my identity as a white person gets in the way of my being open to the needs and skills of those 

who are different from me. And these recent months have shown that I am not the only one as we see all 

the unrest in communities around our nation.  

 

We need to continually remind ourselves of the love and patience God has shone us the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. And when we remember that, we need to remind ourselves that he has commanded 

us to be patient with and love and care for those around us. May God give us the strength, patience and 

love to follow His example during these trying times. 

 

Pastor Ralph 



DO NOT PRINT 
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 
WITH COMMUNION 

 

Please join us on Sunday, September 13
th

 at 9:00 am for an Outdoor Worship Service here at 

Trinity.  As in the past, the second Sunday of September has been set aside for the celebrating of 

GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS day.  And here at Trinity we would like to keep this tradition 

going.  Things will be a little different as we can’t gather around each other to do projects but we 

will be doing something a little different this year.  You will have to come and join us and see how 

our Hands will be doing God’s Work! 

 

We ask that you bring your own lawn chairs to sit on. You will be asked to wear a mask, sit with 

your family but 6 feet apart from others, and for those who would prefer to stay in your car, we 

will have special places for you to park.  There is no need to call in to let us know you are coming.  

Simply show up anywhere between 8:30 and 9:00am. (No sooner please as we will be setting up.) 

 

A regular worship service will take place with continuous flow for Communion happening also.  

We have done this before while we were still able to meet and it has gone extremely well so we are 

going to offer it at this outdoor service too. 

 

Now, if there should be rain that Sunday, we will postpone this service and have it the following 

Sunday, September 20
th

.  We will have to watch the weather, maybe bring an umbrella if there is a 

slight chance for rain, and see what happens.   

 

GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS!       COME 

WORSHIP – OUT IN GOD’S CREATION! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday, August 19th we held our annual “Blessing of the Book bags” outside with 51 people 
attending.  This year, due to Covid 19, our ceremony had a little twist to it.  Pastor Cathy had received 
from a colleague of hers a new and more personal prayer service for this event.  So, we put things 
together and came up with our Blessing ceremony.  I am including the prayers that were offered at this 
event and we hope that you will read them and at the end of each prayer, please add in those people 
either aloud or in silent that you would like to add to your prayers. 
 
Heavenly God, we come to you this school year with confusion, heavy hearts, frustration, and sadness.  
It isn’t what any of us expected nor wanted.  But we know that in You, we have hope.  And we know 
that You can turn our sorrows into joy.  So, with that in mind, we bring to you our concerns, needs, and 
petitions, knowing that you will hear us and respond… 
 
We lift up to you, God, all the children who will be going to school online or who will be home 
schooled.  We pray that they feel loved and connected.  We pray for motivation, so that they are able to 
learn the material presented to them and we ask for your blessings upon them while they struggle with 
limited social interaction opportunities…Hear our prayer for... 
 
Lord, we pray for all the children who will be learning in person.  We pray you watch over them and 
we ask that you help them be responsible, good listeners and good learners.  We know we are asking 
things of our children that we have never asked before, help them be flexible and to adapt.  Hear our 
prayer for… 
 
We also pray for those children who will be learning in yet a different way – online and in person.  
This new way of learning we know will be confusing and difficult at first.  Help these children have 
patience and help them have compassion for themselves, their classmates and their teachers.  Hear our 
prayer for… 
 
Counselor God, we want to name our children and youth who have specific needs – physically, 
mentally, socially or emotionally.  This pandemic has been especially hard for some of them and their 
families.  Every child is different but you know their needs and what is best for them.  Help these 
families make the right decisions for their child and help these children overcome the hurdles that have 
been placed in front of them.  God, with your help these children and families can excel.  Hear our 
prayer for… 
 
God, please be with the parents at the time as they struggle to not only be parents, but also teachers and 
counselors.  We see them juggling multiple responsibilities – including their children, their marriages 
and their jobs.  We see them deliberating and weighing all the options for their children and families.  
They are having to make decisions they never thought they would have to make.  God, please give 
them guidance in their decision making and peace of mind.  Hear our prayer for… 
 
God, we also want to lift up our college students.  These young adults that are ready to leave the nest, 
to be on their own and to be independent.  This isn’t what they wanted, what they were expecting or 

what they need.  please guide them through this transition  - whether it be online, at home, on 
campus, or something in between.  Give them strength, give them an open mind so they can 4 



 
Crossroads Homeless Shelter 

Meal 
for September 

 

Chicken and Noodles 
Sweet Potatoes 

Corn 
Tomatoes and Lettuce Salad 

Applesauce 
French Bread with butter 

Chocolate Cake 
 

Jim and his crew are still cooking monthly 
meals for Crossroads.  If you would like to 

support this ministry please send your 
donation to the church and mark it 

Homeless Meal. 
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learn and give them peace in whatever situation they find themselves in.  Help the obstacles strengthen 
them and not overwhelm them.  Hear our prayer for … 
 
Lastly God, we want to pray for our teachers and administrators.  Our teachers who are overwhelmed 
and our administrators that are struggling with though decisions.  This is all unfamiliar territory for 
them and they are being asked to do things that they are not trained to do, not prepared for and not 
equipped to handle.  But with your help, they will.  We know they will because of their love and 
dedication for our children and youth.  God grant them wisdom.  We also pray for patience…patience 
with the children, parents, and their coworkers.  We ask that you give them peace of mind.  And we 
pray that when school starts and chaos ensues, that they will be the voice of calm and reassurance that 
our children desperately need.  Hear our prayer for… 
 
And in closing, we Thank You God, these are our prayers and what is on our hearts and minds.  We 
pray that your loving arms are wrapped around everyone this school year, helping them feel loved and 

safe.  Hear the names lifted up to you… In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Public Prayer Gathering  

 

on Saturday, September 26 at 10:00 am around the 

flagpole at the Sandusky Courthouse.  The 

gathering is on the same day as the White House 

prayer gathering.  This is to pray for our country, 

nation, world, the division, the Covid crisis, etc.  

This will be approximately a half hour to forty-five 

minutes long.  There will be a few songs and then 

they are going to pray according to and in 

obedience to 2 Corinthians 7:14.  Gathering will 

take place rain or shine.  If you have questions you 

can contact Pastor Deb Lusher at 419-656-0658. 



Dear Trinity Council Members, Pastor Ralph Schibler, and 

Pastor Cathy Schibler, 

 

Our nation is experiencing some difficulties as the result of 

the COVID-19 virus.  The question now seems to be “How 

Much Longer”? 

 

This same virus has made lives much more difficult for 

people in recovery and/or those who need to find recovery.  

Some have lost their battle to addiction and many more are 

struggling because the support structure they had pre-

COVID is no longer available, due to changes in procedures, 

counseling and in-person meetings. 

 

I just want to express our (NA members and me) 

GRATITUDE for understanding just how important 

recovery meetings are to those who need them.   

 

Thank You for permitting Wednesday and Saturday meetings to continue for NA...The “We All Belong” 

homegroup at Trinity is a blessing, and you all need to know our appreciation. 

 

In God’s house there are many rooms!  And on Wednesday and Saturdays ONE IS USED...God’s 

Work Our Hands!   Blessings to you all!   Barry Gill 6 

Transition Team Report - August 20, 2020 

 

Meetings:  July 30 and August 13 

 

Question for Reviewing the History of the Congregation Histogram 

 

A histogram is a series of questions that help to review the ministry of the congregation.  Current patters 

of interaction as a congregation are often influenced by our past patterns of interactions.  We started at the 

beginning of the formation of Trinity Lutheran Church and moved to the present in increments that 

represented each pastor’s tenure, major events, additions, losses, changes in surrounding, and major 

stressors for the church.  Certainly, there are historical recordings but what is probably more important 

are the stories that have been handed down and how they have been interpreted over the years of the 

congregation’s existence. 

 

At our second meeting we began to look at each pastor’s distinct leadership style and how needs were 

meet (or not) for that time period.  From these conversations we began to examine current leadership and 

organizational needs for the congregation.  This led to a discussion on what we hope for in our new 

pastor. 

 

Gifts we hope to find in our new pastor include: 

 Tolerance 

 Up for a Challenge 

 Open-minded 

 Able to relate to youth 

 Budget wise 

 Open to visiting shut-ins/hospital 

 Gender 

 Strong in preaching and worship leadership - #1 

 Involved in Community 

 Tech Savvy 

 Open to teaching and willing to learn too 

 

Our next gathering will focus on the gifts of the congregation and vision for the future. 



TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Meeting Highlights - August 20, 2020 - 7:00 pm 

 

(These are unapproved meeting minutes) 

Attending: Barb Wobser, Dave Miller, Sally Warner, Jim Bertsch, Candy Beatty, Pastor Ralph, Mike Markley, 
Bonnie Lieb, and secretary, Carol Dahs. 
Not in Attendance: Judy Driscoll 
 
Meeting called to order by President, Dave Miller.  
 
Opening devotions were given by Mike Markley. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting (July 16) were reviewed. Sally made a motion to accept the meeting minutes.  2nd 
by Barb.  Motion passed.  Barb made a motion to accept the meeting minutes from council’s special meeting on 
July 29, 2020.  2nd by Candy.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s report for July was reviewed.    Jim stated that the Pavement Fund was almost depleted in the 
payment of the resealing project.  Mike made a motion to move $2000 from the Reserve Fund into the Pavement 
Fund to keep the balance up and avoid low balance fees.  2nd by Candy.  Motion passed.  Steve Patterson 
recommended some fund changes with this being an election year.  Jim and his team will get with Steve on 
these changes.  Last month Jim stated that Trinity’s income was down with the COVID crisis.  However, he also 
wanted to let us know that our expenses were also down due to Trinity’s not having a full-time pastor.  Sally 
made a motion to except the treasurer’s report.  2nd by Barb.  Motion passed. 
 
President’s Report:  Trinity will remain closed as Erie County continues in the red zone.  Barb gave an overview 
of the Transition Teams last two meetings.  Council chairs that will be open at the end of 2020 are:  President 
and Congregational Life.  Dave is ineligible for a council seat in 2021.  Candy agreed to stay on as 
Congregational Life chair if there are no other nominations at the next Congregational Meeting.  Jim made a 
motion that the By-Laws be updated to state the council can approve up to $5000 in spending without having 
the Congregations approval.  2nd by Bonnie.  Motion passed.  This will be brought before the Congregational 
meeting in October.   
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Ralph stated that the Blessing of the Bookbags on August 19 had gone very well. 
 
Property – Mike Markley –   Mike received a proposal for a new set of Educational Center Entry Doors (West) 
from Janotta and Herner.  This will be discussed at the Congregational meeting to see if it is something they 
would like to pursue.  Mike will put some new rubber seals on the bottom of the current set of doors to help with 
the leaking.  Plaster work by the new altar steps will be completed soon, along with some touch up painting.  
Mike reported that the following projects are now complete:  Outdoor window painting, including the back 
railing and door into the furnace room; lower lever water fountain cleaned out; South end cross now lights up; 
removed old mercury light that was not functioning; changed out light bulbs in outdoor sign and put new seal 
around to keep out water and bugs; new west end doors sanctuary doors have been ordered.  Ron Van Zandt put 
in a bid of $575 to put in a new concrete back step.  This will be done sometime next week.  The hand railing on 
the parsonage will be worked on and there are some shingles that need to be looked at on the church before 
damage can start. 
 
Stewardship and Finance – Jim Bertsch –  
 
Worship and Music – Sally Warner – They are looking at possibly doing an outdoor service in September for 
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday. 
 
Old Business – Carol will get with Jim and look into presenting information on Tithe.ly at the Congregational 

Meeting.   
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;  

and the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13)  
 

As I prepare to lead the Synod in 2021: The Year of Generosity, I am doing a “deep 
reading” and study of 1st and 2nd Corinthians. Last week, I worked through St. Paul’s 
well known “love passage” in 1 Corinthians 13. Bible scholars call it an “epideictic 

showpiece”, an example of “rhetoric in its highest form”, and a “jarring and delibera-
tive argument”. I find Paul’s words simply beautiful and deeply inspiring. Please take a 
moment to slowly and carefully read through St. Paul’s poem, the Way of Love.  
 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mys-
teries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body 
so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does 

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing 
but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.  
 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 

end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mir-
ror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

As you allow St. Paul’s last phrase to sing to your soul, I ask two simple questions. As 
you think back over the last 24 hours, 
 

           1. When were you loved?  

           2. When did you love?  
 
 
 

Bless you, 
 

Bishop Daniel G. Beaudoin 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
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TIME TO CONSIDER WHERE MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND 
PROCEEDS SHOULD GO 

 

We’ll soon have a second-quarter report on the status of Trinity’s Mission Endowment Fund.  And, next 

month, our  Stewardship and Finance Team will begin to consider possible destinations for the money the 

fund has earned through investment.   
 

The Stewardship and Finance Team will make a recommendation to the Congregation Council, and, in turn, 

the Council will place its recommendation before the congregation at its annual meeting in October. 
 

Now is the time for you to consider making a recommendation as to where some of our proceeds should go 

for the sake of our Lord’s mission to our area and beyond.  Is there work being done for the good of others 

that would be an appropriate destination for some of our fund earnings?   
 

Think on it; talk with others.  And, communicate your idea to president Dave Miller, Jim Bertsch, or the 

church office.  Thanks! 
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Beginning January 1, 2020 
Please use the following guidelines for Pastoral Care:   

 
 

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and 
it is during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through 
Friday, call the church office at 419-626-0204. 

 
If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and 

it is NOT during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday 
through Friday, call Barb Wobser at 419-656-8278.  Barb will obtain all 
necessary information and discuss the designated Pastoral Care available for the 
emergency situation. 

 
If the situation is an EMERGENCY and not at a local hospital, please contact the 

hospital and ask about immediate Spiritual Care services and then follow the 
above guidelines to notify the designated Trinity personnel. 

 
If the situation is a NON-EMERGENCY situation, please contact the church office 

at 419-626-0204 during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through 
Friday, and speak with Church Administrator, Carol Dahs.  You may also call the 
church office at any time and leave a message, requesting Pastoral Care, and 
someone will return your call. 

 
If you have any questions about any other concerns regarding Pastoral Care, contact 

our Church Administrator, Carol Dahs, during office hours of 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.; Monday through Friday.   You may also contact any of the members of the 
Congregational Care Team listed below: 

 
Barry Gill:   419-366-0307 
Patty Swartz: 419-626-4970 
 

For the above situations, please have the following information to share with us: 
 
The parishioner’s name. 
Where the Pastoral Care is needed.  
What the nature of the situation is. 
A contact person’s name and telephone number (family member).   



SEPTEMBER ALTAR 
CARE 

Sally Warner (chair), 
Bonnie Lieb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October TIMES 
Submissions Deadline: 

 

September 20 
 

Items received after this date 
will be held for the 

November newsletter 

Sunday, October 25 at 10:30 am  

 

Will be Trinity’s Annual Congregational Meeting.  

Please plan on attending as your participation is 

essential to keeping Trinity a functioning 

congregation to it’s members and its community.  As 

stated in Trinity’s Constitution there needs to be 25 

members present to constitute a quorum.  So please 

show your support for your church. 

 

Trinity will also be in need of a new Council 

President as Dave Miller’s tenure on council will be 

complete at the end of 2020.   

 

The Congregational Life position that Candy 
Beatty currently chairs will also be up for re-
election this year.  Candy is willing to continue 
on with this chair if no one else is interested.    
 
The Faith Builders position that Barb Wobser 
currently chairs will also be up for re-election 
this year.  Barb is willing to continue on with 
this chair if no one else is interested. 
 
If you would like further information on these 
positions please see any council member.  
Again, your participation is what keeps Trinity 
going so please take some time to think these 
positions over and listen to God’s call for your 
time and commitment to your church. 
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FAITH Member Ministry  

 

Friends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their 

Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers 

 

“You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can have an  
impact on a life forever.” – Zig Ziglar 

 

 

FAITH Members (as of 05/13/20) 

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Iretta Gast  Rm #318   419-308-4269                              Birthday - July 15 

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Geraldine Watson Rm #128                                                                                        Birthday - Oct. 6 

 Ruby Stierhoff  Rm #114                                                                                      Birthday - July 26 

At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811 

 Shirley Miller  Rm #311   419-483-4189                              Birthday - April 3 

At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870                        

 Dorothy Miller Rm #72                                                       Birthday - June 20 

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio  43410 

 

At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio  44839 

  
In their homes: 
Brian & Mary Ann Hickman  51 N. Harbors End, Port Clinton   419-732-7398             B: May 25  MA: July 10 

Viola Liptok   102 Portland Avenue, Bay Bridge, OH   419-684-5840                      Dec. 9   

  Send mail to:   5322 Hampton Drive, North Olmstead, OH  44070 

Dan & Gwen Miller  5708 Bogart Road, Castalia     419-684-5274                 D: May 24   G: Oct. 5     

Bernie Neidler   1305 Ogontz, Sandusky    419-684-5274            B: Nov. 16  MA: Dec. 30 

Pat Nielsen   1502 Martins Point Road, Sandusky   419-684-5627                      June 6 

Barb Saylor    114 W. Menominee Trail, Sandusky                                   June 8                        

Judy Welser   5619 Debra Drive, Castalia      419-624-7232                      Feb. 11 

Ron Wriker   101 Caswell Drive, Castalia                                                                       Apr. 6

  

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers 
and communion, please contact Barry Gill at 419-366-0307. 



BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Maree Markley 

 3 Chet Solem 

  Charlie Miller 

 4 Jeffrey Nielsen 

 6 Warren L Canter 

 7 Nancy Remy 

 9 Hunter Schwochow 

  Drew Killingsworth 

10 Noah Warner 

  Joseph Hemmer 

12 Jean Holbrook 

13 Jeff Gill 

14 Alex Smith 

  Russ Howard 

  Suzanne Trout 

  Roy Patterson 

  Addison Mayo 

  Alex Smith 

15 RaNae Oddo 

  Julie Sosa 

16 John Miller 

  Xavier Bohn 

  Jameson Stierhoff 

17 Mayleigh Griffin 

  Donald Parker 

  Adam Ashby  

  Pastor Cathy Schibler 

18 Jaxson Overmyer 

19 Ruth Sieb 

  Kristi Meuschke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 John Powell 

  Andrew Wright 

  Charles House 

21 Lacy Davis 

  Beth Ashby 

  John Barnes 

  Tyler Fifield-Hershey 

  Jacob Savage 

24 Shelly Robbins 

  Tyler Hemmer 

  Carlie Wiedenheft 

25 Alice Orshoski 

  Lily Hirt 

26 Cory Orshoski 

  Kim Likes 

  Samantha Canter 

27 Susan Smith 

29 Wendy Wiedenheft 

30 Chase Stierhoff 

JULY MILESTONES SEPTEMBER MILESTONES 

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks: 

• To all who contribute their Thrivent Funds to Trinity 
• To all who continue to send in their donations 

 7 Randy & Tricia Patten - 30th 

 8 Joseph & Dawn Hemmer - 47th 

  Ian & Katie Nemitz - 2nd 

 9 Todd & Alison Schwochow - 25th 

15 Norm & Ruby Stierhoff - 58th 

  Dennis & Barbara Sessler - 47th 

  Tim & Rachel Haynes - 2nd 

20 Robert & Elisa Kurth - 12th 

  Robert & Dolores Troike - 45th 

22 Kirk & Karilyn Harper - 2nd 

21 Kyle & Veronica Markley - 5th 

27 Paul & Melissa Stierhoff - 17th 

  Gerald & Krista Schill - 6th 

30 John & Dawn Harris - 31st 

  Michael & Angie Ramsdell - 20th 

  Joseph & Mary Miller - 3rd 

 

 

 

 

Edward Grahl, Susanne, Greg, & 

Carrie Lemert, Ken Grahl in 

memory of Debbie Korenke 

14 

ANNIVERSARIES 

New address for Shirley Miller 
 
Shirley Miller  
The Meadows of Osborn Park 
3916 Perkins Ave 
Huron OH  44839 
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