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A NOTE Perhaps you have heard it said, and maybe you have said it
FROM THE yourself, “What strange times we are living in because of the
Covid 19. We were unable to celebrate Thanksgiving the way
P ASTOR we normally do. No big family get togethers. No traveling to
grandma's house. No getting up early to get the turkey stuffed
and into the oven. Perhaps, you were able to get the family
together via zoom or some other social media. But it sure was different.

And next, what to do about Christmas? Will we be able to get together for the exchanging of gifts, and
then another big meal?

And then there are all the political tensions and disagreements.

How will we get through all of this with all the uncertainties? As I thought about this, two things came to
mind.

Psalm 46, “The Lord is my refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear
though the earth should be changed, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, though it's
waters roar and foam, . . . the Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.”

And then from one of our most familiar hymns, “A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. He
breaks the cruel oppressor's rod, . . . Were they to take our house, goods, Honor, child or spouse, though
life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. The kingdom's ours forever!”

So these two things, as well as many others in scripture and hymns, remind us that no matter how bad
things appear to be, we have strength in knowing that God is with us always and He will see us through
these times, as He has done in other difficult times. We need to trust in Him.

Pastor Ralph.
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It goes without saying that 2020 has been a year like no other in modern history and yet the work of Jesus
has stayed the same. As I write this, Thanksgiving is only a few days away and I was truly looking
forward to spending it with my family but like many of you, we are staying home. Of course that will not
stop us from making and eating way too much food!

As I reflect on this holiday season and the story of Jesus’ birth found in Matthew, I am reminded that the
lives of Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus were in jeopardy. Matthew 2:13 writes: Now after they had left,
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “get up, take the child and his mother and
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod 1s about to search for the child, to destroy him.
We can see that the birth of Jesus was anything but sparkling and festive. But, let’s not forget the angels
for they were singing: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors (Luke 2:14)!

Perhaps that’s what we get to focus on this year, rather than all the gifts, food, and parties, we instead look
to see how the angels celebrated. Now, I’'m not saying we all gather in our best angel outfits but we can
still sing and proclaim the birth of Jesus to the world. So a couple of ideas for all of us during this holiday
season as we prepare for the coming of Jesus.

For Advent this year, we will be meeting for devotions via zoom at 7:00 pm on Wednesday evenings. You
will be able to find the zoom link on our Facebook page. Each week we will focus on one of the advent
candles: watch, wait, wonder, and worship. Our Sunday schoolers will be getting Advent Bags with
pictures of candles, each with the theme words on the candle. They are being asked to place the picture of
the candle in their front windows as a witness and reminder of Christ coming again. Maybe you’ll want to
put up your own picture of a candle in your window too.

We will also continue our weekly, Sunday video services and post them on Facebook. For Christmas Eve
we plan on doing something new! We will gather at 4:00 pm on Christmas Eve, outside, and will walk to
different places around the church. The title of our Christmas Eve service will be: A Walk in Search of
the Baby Jesus. Please plan to join us and dress warm!

And then during the week of Christmas, I ask that you share a picture of your nativity scene on our
Facebook page. I'll send out a reminder.

These are just a few ways we plan to celebrate as a community as we watch, wait, wonder and worship God
for all the wonderful things God has done for us and continues to do during these days. Please know, I
continue to hold all of you in prayer.

Let us pray:

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. As darkness fans, may we watch for your light. Keep us
awake and alert to your coming and strengthen us to the end, that we may be blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Pastor Cathy Schibler *

Wise Vien M/WM%S&%%[/Z{%



Thankoffering Boxes

Are available now! cCall the
church office and Carol will mail
one out to you or meet you at the
church door so you can pick one

up.

rn

Make a daily contribution
Thanksgiving Day through
Christmas Eve

Return on Christmas Eve
(1f Christmas Eve service is cancelled you can still return it
to the church office by contacting Carol and dropping it off)

Donations support Trinity’s
community Mission Fund

Crossroads Homeless Shelter Meal
for December

Shredded Beef with Gravy
over Mashed Potatoes
Sweet Potato Casserole
Corn
Applesauce
Bread & Butter
Dessert

Jim is still cooking monthly meals for Crossroads. If you would like to support this

ministry please send your donation to the church and mark it Homeless Meal.
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Now Is the T

Thrivent Members

Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2020 will expire soon. If you are a Thrivent member and have Choice Dollars

for distribution, you have until March 31 to designate that money...and your congregation, Trinity

Lutheran Evangelical Church, is an eligible destination. Even if you have designated your Choice Dollars

to Trinity previously, you must do so again before the availability of 2020 Choice Dollars expires. Give

your Thrivent Representative a call and they will help you get all setup.
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Dear Friends in Christ,
“So, let us not grow weary in doing what is right...” Galatians 6:9a

While on the run from King Saul, and hiding in the Wilderness of Judah, David wrote these opening
words of Psalm 63.

“0 God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry
and weary land...”

But it’s not just the land that is weary. We too have grown weary. Weary of a contentious election
cycle. Weary of cultural divisiveness. Weary of social media posts. Weary of COVID 19 and trying to
safely lead a parish through a Global Pandemic. I am particularly weary of trying to find a face
covering that keeps my glasses from fogging up. I have not been successful.

So, what is making you weary these days?

Last week, I was on a Conference Call with Governor Mike DeWine. He requested the call, because he
wanted to reach out to religious leaders in Ohio to provide an update on the COVID19 pandemic. He is
concerned about the rising cases of infection, especially in the rural areas of Ohio. He is concerned
about the change of seasons and the cooler weather which is moving us into indoor spaces. He is also
concerned that we have grown weary of taking the necessary precautions.

On our call Governor DeWine pointed to three seasons that we have experienced with the COVID 19
virus. The spring season of March and April, when we all worked together to “flatten the curve”. The
summer season of June and July, when urban areas were hit particularly hard, and many of us began to
wear face coverings. Governor DeWine argues that the use of face coverings lowered the spread of
infections in these summer “hot spots”. Now we are in the fall season, and cases are rising in the rural
areas of Ohio. Many of these new cases are directly related to large family gatherings, weddings, and in
-person worship services. Many of these events are still occurring throughout Ohio without any
precautions being taken.

Even when folks take the necessary precautions, the COVID19 virus can find a way. Calvary Lutheran
Church in Northwood, Ohio, was recently impacted by the virus and four people were infected. As |
talked and prayed with the pastor, he assured me that they worked very hard to take the proper
precautions. I am grateful that the four folks who were infected are recovering and gaining their health
and strength.

In the Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul reminds us to not grow weary in doing what is right. Dear
Friends in Christ, this is not the time to let our guard down and grow weary. Please follow your Parish
Plans of Return. Please show some love and grace to your pastors, deacons, and parish leaders, who are
trying so very hard to keep you and the community safe. Please do your part as a follower of Jesus to
encourage, strengthen, and build up the people around you. So, let us not grow weary of being the
people whom God has called us to be.

And at the end of these weary days, I would encourage you to reflect on these words from Jesus:
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you

rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30).

Bless you,

Bishop Daniel G. Beaudoin
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost

6 @ Reprinted from the October 26, 2020 weekly emails that Trinity receives from the Bishop.
=/
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The ELCA WORLD HUNGER Tree is up and ready for you to choose an ornament from it.
This is how this works: pick an ornament from the tree which you would like to support, take it
and a form with you, fill out the information needed on the form, place the money and form in
an envelope, and bring it back next week with you or mail to the church office. You get to keep
the ornament to give to the person you have honored or a family member of someone you have
memorialized. All memorials or honoraria will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.

Even though services are being cancelled you can still participate in this mission. Just call the
church office and Carol will help you pick out an ornament and fill out the form. Send in or
drop your donation off and you will be all set.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Sandusky, Ohio - Sandusky OH
Balance Sheet as of October 31, 2020

Monday, October 19, 2020
Account #

Page 1 of 1

Account Name YTD Balance

Assets

1.100.102 Checking Account 31,446.18
1.100.104 Petty Cash Fund 20.00
1.100.106 Thrivent Bond Fund Checking 61,548.16
1.200.114 Thrivent Money Market Account 456.60
1.220.116 Endowment Savings Thrivent 96,648.09
1.220.118 Mission Plus Investments (3 CD's) 3,774.23
1.400.110 Thirvent Moderate Fund (Reserve) 37.286.16
1.400.112 Thrivent Moderate Fund - Pavement 2,198.42

Fund Balances

Total Assets

$233,377.84

3.100.300 Current Fund Balance 7,340.72
3.210.300 Community Mission Fund Balance 3,888.83
3.220.300 Designated Giving Fund Balance
3.221.300 Memoral Fund Balance 26,295.62
3.222.300 Endowment Fund Balance 100,432.32
3.223.300 Building Improvement Fund Balance 55,885.77
3.225.300 Pavement Fund Balance 2.248.42
Total Designated Giving Fund Balance 8$184,862.13
3.400.300 Reserve Fund Balance 37,286.16

Total Fund Balances

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances

$233,377.84
$233,377.84

7 (&)




TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL
C OUN C I L Meeting Highlights - November 19, 2020 - 7:00 pm
UP DATE (These are unapproved meeting minutes)

Attending: Dave Miller, Barb Wobser, Sally Warner, Jim Bertsch, Candy Beatty, Pastor Ralph, Mike Markley,
Bonnie Lieb, and secretary, Carol Dahs. Not in Attendance: Judy Driscoll

Meeting called to order by President, Dave Miller.
Opening devotions were given by Pastor Ralph.

Minutes of previous meeting (October) were reviewed. Jim made a motion to accept the meeting minutes. 2™
by Sally. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s report for October was reviewed. Jim stated that the checks for the Mission Endowment Fund
disbursements were mailed and will show on November’s financial reports. Candy made a motion to accept the
treasurer’s report. 2™ by Mike. Motion passed. Members are still sending in donations and they are counted
twice a month.

President’s Report: Updated Bylaws and Budget for 2021 were passed out. Unapproved Congregational
Council meeting minutes were also passed out. Barb asked council for suggestions of members who they
would like to see on the Call Committee. The committee needed to vary in age, gender, and time as a member
here. Barb will contact the following people that council recommended: Millie McCready, Mark Wiedenheft,
Fred Wobser, Guy Miller, Kathy Bango, Ann Strean, Jim Yantz, and Elise Kleinoeder.

Congregational Care Ministry Team Report: Barry stated in an email that he would recommend someone who
likes to talk on the phone and send cards and prayers as a new team leader.

Faith Builders — Barb Wobser — Barb is looking into doing Confirmation on Sunday evenings at 7:00 pm via
Zoom.

Mission Service — Judy Driscoll — Bonnie reported that the pork and sauerkraut dinner went very well. They did
130 meals, all carry out, and sold out. The meal made $1,527. Thanks to all who helped.

Property — Mike Markley — Janotta and Herner are still working on the new front doors. Gundlach will be in
to check the boiler/furnace. The new rails are up on the back step. They look great.

Worship and Music — Sally Warner — Thanksgiving Eve will be via Zoom with Pastor Cathy Schibler. There
will be Wednesday Evening Devotions during Advent viz Zoom with Pastor Cathy also. Pastor Cathy will be
using Sundays and Seasons lessons for Advent. Christmas Eve service will be at 4:00 pm only. It will be an
outdoor only service with the congregation moving through four different scenes of the birth of Jesus. Sunday
services are still being videoed on Friday mornings.

New Business — Tim Miller’s 40™ Anniversary of his ordination is on December 14. Carol will place it in the
Newsletter and encourage members to send cards. Jim made a motion that the council send a card from them.
2" by Mike. Motion passed.

Assistant to count offering until the next meeting is Judy Driscoll.
Devotion leader for the next meeting is Dave Miller.

Adjournment and the Lord’s Prayer.




Beginning January 1, 2020
Please use the following guidelines for Pastoral Care:

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and
it 1s during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through
Friday, call the church office at 419-626-0204.

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and requires IMMEDIATE Pastoral Care and
it is NOT during the church office hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday
through Friday, call Carol Dahs at 419-541-0664. Barb will obtain all necessary
information and discuss the designated Pastoral Care available for the emergency
situation.

If the situation is an EMERGENCY and not at a local hospital, please contact the
hospital and ask about immediate Spiritual Care services and then follow the
above guidelines to notify the designated Trinity personnel.

If the situation is a NON-EMERGENCY situation, please contact the church office
at 419-626-0204 during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.; Monday through
Friday, and speak with Church Administrator, Carol Dahs. You may also call the
church office at any time and leave a message, requesting Pastoral Care, and
someone will return your call.

If you have any questions about any other concerns regarding Pastoral Care, contact
our Church Administrator, Carol Dahs, during office hours of 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.; Monday through Friday. You may also contact any of the members of the
Congregational Care Team listed below:

Barry Gill: 419-366-0307
Patty Swartz: 419-626-4970

For the above situations, please have the following information to share with us:

The parishioner’s name.

Where the Pastoral Care is needed.

What the nature of the situation is.

A contact person’s name and telephone number (family member).




DECEMBER ALTAR
CARE

Ann Strean (chair),
Barb Wobser, Sally Warner

January TIMES
Submissions Deadline:

December 18

Items received after this date
will be held for the

February newsletter

2021 Altar and
Memorial Flower
Sign Up Sheets are

up.

New for this year, the church thf Flowers
office is asking that you

include your dedication on the signup sheets. This
is to help you remember why you signed up for that
particular date plus it helps the church office in not
having to chase everyone down to get this
information. If you do not want to write your
dedication on the sheets Carol will still call you to
see what you would like placed in the bulletin. If
you have any questions you can call the church
office and speak to Carol.

xX

ORDINATION
ANNIVERSARY

December 14, 2020 will be the 40th anniversary
of Tim Miller’s ordination of becoming a
pastor. Trinity would like to extend our sincere
blessings to Pastor Tim and Barb for their
service to God and his people through the years.

Please feel free to send him your own well
wishes to:

Pastor Tim Miller
203 Tracy Lane
Williamsburg, IA 52361



FAITH Member Ministry

F'riends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their
Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers

“You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can have an
impact on a life forever.” — Zig Ziglar

FAITH Members (as of 10/1/20)

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky

Iretta Gast Rm #318 419-308-4269 Birthday - July 15
At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky

Geraldine Watson ~ Rm #128 Birthday - Oct. 6

Ruby Stierhoff Rm#114 Birthday - July 26

At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811
At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870
Dorothy Miller Rm #72 Birthday - June 20
At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio 43410
At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio 44839
Shirley Miller Birthday - April 3

In their homes:

Brian & Mary Ann Hickman 51 N. Harbors End, Port Clinton 419-732-7398 B: May 25 MA: July 10
Viola Liptok 102 Portland Avenue, Bay Bridge, OH 419-684-5840 Dec. 9
Send mail to: 5322 Hampton Drive, North Olmstead, OH 44070
Dan & Gwen Miller 5708 Bogart Road, Castalia  419-684-5274 D: May 24 G: Oct. 5
Bernie Neidler 1305 Ogontz, Sandusky 419-684-5274 B: Nov. 16 MA: Dec. 30
Pat Nielsen 1502 Martins Point Road, Sandusky 419-684-5627 June 6
Judy Welser 5619 Debra Drive, Castalia 419-624-7232 Feb. 11
Ron Wriker 101 Caswell Drive, Castalia Apr. 6

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers
and communion, please contact Barry Gill at 419-366-0307.




DECEMBER MILESTONES

1

U
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10
11
13
14
15
16
17
19

20

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks:
To Cyclone Services for our continued trash removal

BIRTHDAYS

Tara Jones
Janis Miller
David Canter

C.J. Stierhoff

Drew Koch

Regan Patten

Jeffrey Wright

Jack Wright 21 Rachel Haynes
Ray Chapman Ryan Patten
Joseph Miller Lincoln Smith
Alinor Stephens Remy Schenk
lan Nemitz Dawn Smith
Cayden Orshoski Mark Wiedenheft
Robert Moser 22 Jeffrey Miller
Viola Liptok Tiffany Bohn
Sharon Swartz Mary Miller
Natalie Powell 23 James Yantz
Melissa Stierhoff Joanne Browne
Edward Grahl 24 Jan Jenkins
David Warner 25 Barry Gill
Christopher Casanova 26 Mackenzie Todd
James Bertsch 27 Shelby Stallard
Joshua Miller Tiffany Bahnsen

Nancy Vollmer Douglas Stierhoff

Connor Swartz 29 Jacob Stierhoff
Carrie Lemert 30 Liam Jones
Patsy Troike Ross Patten
Emily Trout Jason Hemmer
Lilah Werner Krista Schill
Alice Kuns Mary Neidler
Jeff Canter

12 (6

ANNIVERSARIES
5 Mark & Carrie Wiedenhefc - 11th .@*éﬁ%
e . O« ’-"‘ \ 9’-’
6 Russell & Leigh Howard- 23rd | SNOAes
7 Chet & Penny Solem - 13th %g ‘q’@
29 Weston & Laura Miller - 8th \Q,\ ol
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Jim Bertsch in memory of Charles

Wiedenheft

Jim Bertsch in memory of Barb
Saylor

Correction to Jean Holbrook’s new address. The correct
address is as follows:

Jean Holbrook
556 Cooper St
Harrisville WV 26362

L\ ‘ TO HELP KEEP EVERYONE SAFE, regretfully Grace Lutheran won’t be hosting the
) Cookie Walk or the Women’s Gathering this year. However, we encourage you to
remember the charity recipients of these events like Grace’s Table and Project Share.
As always, thank you for your generosity - and we’ll see you next year! God bless!

ok



“BREATH OF HEAVEN"

Live Nativity Presentation
23vd Anniversary

ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
15617 MASON ROAD, VERMILION

SATURDAVY DECEMBER 12th & SUNDAVY DECEMBER 13th
4:00 PM THROUGH 8:00 PM

Walk-through presentations approximately every 15 minutes

Please join the members of St. Matthew, Bethany and Grace Lutheran
Churches as we share our 23rd presentation of “"Breath of Heaven.”

It is our honor to share a portrayal of that Holy Night when Jesus was
born. The presentation is free to the public.

Please bring non-perishable food items to be donated to local food banks.
Performances by the Firelands High School Select Choir.

**Please be advised that even though this is an outdoor event, facemasks
will be required for the safety of our cast and guests. Social distancing
guidelines will be in effect and groups will be limited in size.
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