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Even in Bad Times 

 

Well, here we are at the beginning of a new year. 2020 was not 

one of the best years in the lifetime of many of us. We are tired. 

We are tired of being isolated. Some of us are getting depressed. 

Many are sorrowing over the deaths of loved ones due to Covid. 

We would like to get back together for in person worship. We missed being with families for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. And the list goes on. I am sure that many of you could add much more to 

the list. 

 

But it is just such times as these that we need to remember what our faith, our God, is all about. 

 

Looking back at the Old Testament, how often do we see the Israelite in desperate times, and God says, 

“be patient, I am with you.” We remember such times as their slavery in Egypt and Moses leading them 

out across the Red Sea. Also, their 40 years in the desert, with very little to eat. And how about their time 

in captivity in Babylon?  In all these times and many more, through the prophets He said to them, “Be 

patient, I am with you.” And in the end, their trials were turned into joy. 

 

We are now past the season of Christmas, a time of joy and hope when we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  At 

this season we remember with joy the gift from God a savior, who has come to tell us again to be patient. 

He’s is here, but there is work to be done, stories to tell, miracles to be done, a cross to be carried, a 

resurrection to take place. And through all of this,” I am with you.” 

 

Yes, the times have been difficult, the holidays, days usually filled with joy and happiness and family 

gatherings, were not as exciting as they usually are. But, as we progress through the Epiphany Season, a 

time in which we get to remind ourselves whom this Jesus really is and what he does, God is saying to us, 

“Don't be afraid, don’t be discouraged, for I am with you, and together we will get through this.” 

 

As God was with the Israelites of old, as He was with the early Christians through all their trials, as He has 

with us through numerous wars one other calamities, He will also get us through these days. There is light 

with the coming of the vaccines that will help in healing and wellness. God has been with us, as He has 

always been. Rejoice in the presence of the Lord and give thanks for all that He has done. 

Pastor Ralph 
YOUR SERVANTS 

AT TRINITY 
 

INTERIM PASTORS - 
 The Rev. Ralph Schibler 
 The Rev. Catherine Schibler 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR:   
 Carol Dahs 
MUSICIAN: Adele Hoffman 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
  COORDINATOR:  
     Sally Warner - 419 684-7850 
CUSTODIANS: 
     Jim Bertsch - 419 625-4377 
     Pat Wiedenheft - 419 625-8652 
 

PRESIDENT: Carrie Wiedenheft      
TREASURER: Jim Bertsch 
DATA ENTRY: Shannon Limberios 
 

OFFICE PHONE: 419 626-0204  
OFFICE HOURS:  9 am to 1 pm,  M-F 

URGENT CONGREGATIONAL 
CARE 

 

Call the Church Office 
Monday-Friday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

419 626-0204 
 

Other Hours 
Call Carol Dahs at 419-541-0664 

 

(leave her a message and she will contact the 
appropriate care person) 



DO NOT PRINT 
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Crossroads Homeless Shelter Meal 

for January 
 

Beef and Noodles 
Corn 

Green Beans 
Salad 

Jell-O Cake 
Bread and Butter 

Applesauce 
 
 

Jim is still cooking monthly meals for Crossroads.  If you would like to support this 
ministry please send your donation to the church and mark it Homeless Meal. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Worship and Music committee, we would like to thank Pastor Ralph and 

Pastor Cathy for all the wonderful messages they have been sharing with us on a weekly basis 

during the past Advent season.  Pastor Cathy has held weekly devotions on Facebook and those 

who participated really enjoyed it.  And even though the Christmas season is just wrapping up, 

we will be meeting soon to talk about the soon approaching Lenten season. 

 

And our most heartfelt THANKS go out to Pastor Cathy, Jim Bertsch, and Carol Dahs for the 

idea, writing of the scripts, and all the planning of our Christmas Eve “Walk to Bethlehem” 

outside event.  It truly was a wonderful time with around 80 people participating.  And I think 

most people agreed that the little dusting of snow during the singing of Silent Night topped off 

the whole event!  We need to thank all our actors and actresses too. They included Josh Miller, 

Cynthia Nielsen, Phyllis Nuber, Paul Warner, Mike and Angie Ramsdell, our Sunday school 

students, and Pastor Ralph.  And of course, thanks to all of you who attended.  We were really 

surprised at the turnout but hope you all enjoyed your time at the stable on Christmas Eve. 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

   

During the month of December Sunday school bags were delivered to our students each Sunday with 

material to help them learn about the Christmas story of Jesus’ birth at home with their family.  And each 

week a new candle picture was in their bag with a word on it and the students were asked to place these 

candles in their windows to let others know and see them making an advent wreath.  The words on the 

candles were WATCH, WAIT, WONDER, WORSHIP. And on Christmas morning they were asked to 

place a picture of the baby Jesus with their candles as we so often remind them that Jesus is the best gift 

we can ever receive.  It was so nice to see these candles in the windows each week and our hope is that 

through this activity they have learned about watching, waiting, wondering, and worshiping Jesus.  

 

And even though we had no Sunday school Christmas program this year, the children were asked to be 

apart of our Christmas Eve worship service and play the parts of the angels, shepherds, and wisemen.  

Those who participated were; Emma and Drew Killingsworth, Eli Fisher, Claire Conner, Tyler, Carlie, 

and Ryan Wiedenheft, Zane and Noah Warner, and Bentley and Zoe Koch.  They all did a fantastic job, 

even in the cold and I thank them for their help in portraying the Nativity and birth of Jesus. 

 

Also, we need to send out a big thank you to Linda Gantz for her monetary donation towards the Sunday 

school Christmas treat bags and to Don and Kathy Parker who donated candy canes for the same purpose. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“SOUPER BOWL” SOUP AND SUB SALE! 

 
Keeping with tradition at Trinity, we WILL be having our Soup and Sub sale on Super 
Bowl Sunday which will be Sunday, February 7.  And, as everything else, this will be 
done a little different in 2021. 
 
You MUST reply to the church office with your order by February 2. 
 
All orders will need to be picked up on the 7th between 10 and 11am. 
 
All orders will be available for pickup at the back of the church under the portico.  
Simply drive up and someone will bring your order out to you.  We ask that if you can, 
please have the correct dollar amount with you so we don’t have to make change.  Of 
course, if they are calling for bad weather, the sale will not happen. 
 
 
Please give the following information when ordering. 
 
Your name__________________________________ Phone #______________ 
 
SUBS     ___ham  ___turkey 
 
SOUP     ___chicken noodle   ___beef vegetable 
 
Subs will include a bag of chips, pickle, and some candy 
 

Subs are $5.00 each and Soup is $1.00 each 
 
All proceeds will go to the Grace’s Table and Care and Share 
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Poinsettias 
for our church at Christmas  

were provided to the glory of God by: 

 
 

Robert & Mary Lou Stradtman in memory of Bob and Ruth Stradtman  
 

Robert & Mary Lou Stradtman in memory of John Stradtman 
 

In celebration of Pastor Tim Miller’s 40th Anniversary of Ordination on 
December 14, 1980, here at Trinity. 

 

Christmas “Good Gifts” 
 

Nancy Vollmer in memory of loved ones. 
 

Phyllis Nuber in honor of her family - Kate, Matt, Hank, Jim & 
Lesley 

 

Candy Beatty 
 

Carol Dahs in honor of Linda Gantz and Barb Wobser for all their help in the 
church office this year 

 

Rich & Sheryl Miller in honor of Bobby, Brandon, Luke, Cassie, Teddy, Levi, 
Louis, Adam, Carly and Cora, also in memory of Henry. 

 

Dave & Sally Warner in honor of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Nelson 
 

Jim Bertsch 
 

Christmas “Memorials” 
 

Mary Anne Wiedenheft in memory of Carlos, Mildred, Charles, 
and Wayne Wiedenheft 
 

Given to the Glory of God in memory of Robert Sessler and for 
all the wonderful memories that we cherish in our hearts of dad 
from Tom & Peggy Kingsborough & family 



Installation of the 2021 Congregation Council will take place on January 21 at the 

year’s first council meeting 

 

 President Carrie Wiedenheft (new for 2021) 

 Vice President (to be chosen) 

 Treasurer (non-voting) Jim Bertsch 

 

 Chairpersons for: 

 

 Congregational Life Candy Beatty (new for 2021) 

 Faith Builders Barb Wobser (new for 2021) 

 Mission Service Judy Driscoll (2nd year) 

 Property Mike Markley (2nd year) 

 Stewardship and Finance Jim Bertsch (2nd year) 

 Witness and Welcome Bonnie Lieb (2nd year) 

 Worship and Music Sally Warner (2nd year) 

 

We sincerely thank Dave Miller for his service. 

 

At its January meeting, the Council will select among its members a vice president for 2021. 
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TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Meeting Highlights - December 17, 2020 - 7:00 pm 

 

(These are unapproved meeting minutes) 

Attending: Dave Miller, Barb Wobser, Sally Warner, Jim Bertsch, Candy Beatty, Pastor Ralph, Mike Markley, 
Bonnie Lieb, and secretary, Carol Dahs.  Not in Attendance: Judy Driscoll 
 
Meeting called to order by President, Dave Miller. 
 
Opening devotions were given by Dave Miller. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting (November) were reviewed. Jim made a motion to accept the meeting minutes.  
2nd by Candy.  Motion passed.  
 
Treasurer’s report for November was reviewed.    Jim stated that our current fund is doing well but if we would 
have had a full-time pastor to pay the Trinity would be in the red.  Sally made a motion to accept the treasurer’s 
report.  2nd by Bonnie.  Motion passed.  
 
President’s Report:  Barb reported that she had the following people accept the request to be on the Call 
Committee:  Millie McCready, Kathy Bango, Fred Wobser, and Guy Miller.  Council recommend the following 
people for her to ask yet:  Douglas Stierhoff, Cindy Nielsen, Barb or Denny Sessler, Bill Bertsch, and Adam 
Strean. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Ralph stated that the new council member for 2021 will be announced at the first 
Sunday of the new year.  They will then be installed at the January council meeting. 
 
Faith Builders – Barb Wobser – Confirmation class has not started yet. 
 
Property – Mike Markley –   Mike stated that the following has been fixed:   Emergency Exit light downstairs 
replaced, new flag and clasps are up, overflow area lights were updated to something more modern looking, 
new lights on the front of the church, reset timer on cross.  Janetta and Herner are still working on sealing up the 
new front doors.  The parsonage and church furnaces/boilers were serviced.  Mike and Bonnie have looked at 
new floor samples for the pastor, secretary, and library.  There is a piece of ridge cap missing on the north end 
of the church.  This will need to be addressed in the spring. 
 
Worship and Music – Sally Warner – Christmas Eve service is coming together.  Pastor Cathy talked of doing a 
Chalking of the Door on the first Sunday after Christmas. 
 
Stewardship and Finance – Jim Bertsch – Jim stated that neither the council or pastor discretionary funds were 
used this year.  Candy made a motion to give $500 to The A.C.O.R.N. ministry, $200 to Gideons, and $300 to 
Grace’s Table.  2nd by Barb.  Motion passed. 
 
New Business – Ushers, Lectors, and Altar Committee will roll over from last year’s schedule for 2021.  Care 
and Share sent a letter asking for help collecting certain foods for bags they are going to start passing out after 
the first of the year.  Trinity will be a drop off stop for these items if members would like to donate.  Mike will 
call Dunlap’s and see if we can scale down the snow plowing of the back of the lot since there are no services 
right now.        
  
Assistant to count offering until the next meeting is Candy Beatty. 
 
Devotion leader for the next meeting is Mike Markley. 
 
Adjournment and the Lord’s Prayer. 



Trinity is still supporting Care and Share as they find their way to operate in this new environment.  We 

will have collection boxes available inside the church for the donation goods that Care and Share has 

listed below.  They would prefer just the items listed below but if you have other non-perishable foods you 

would like to donate they will take those as well.  They are ONLY taking food, nothing else at this time.  If 

you have a donation just call the office and Carol will meet you at the church door and take your donation 

and Trinity will see that it gets to Care and Share.  Thanks again for your continued generosity to this 

very needed ministry. 



2021 Altar and 

Memorial Flower 

Sign Up Sheets are 

up.  

  

New for this year, the church 

office is asking that you 

include your dedication on the signup sheets.  This 

is to help you remember why you signed up for that 

particular date plus it helps the church office in not 

having to chase everyone down to get this 

information.  If you do not want to write your 

dedication on the sheets Carol will still call you to 

see what you would like placed in the bulletin.  If 

you have any questions you can call the church 

office and speak to Carol. 

 

 

 

Your 2021 Giving 

Envelopes are available 

for pickup any time 

during church office 

hours.  Just give Carol 

a call and she will meet 

you at the door with 

them. 

 

 

 

 

Please let the church secretary know if you have any 

prayer concerns that you would like announced at 

the video tapings or listed in the bulletin each week.   

JANUARY ALTAR CARE 
Maree Markley (chair), 

Shelly Miller 
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The sock and mitten tree brought in the following 

donations this year. 

 

Hats - 8 

Gloves - 15 pairs 

Socks - 44 pairs 

Sweatpants - 2 

Hooded Sweatshirt - 1 

Scarf - 1 

 

Donations this year were delivered to Crossroads 

Homeless Shelter.  Thank you all! 



 
FAITH Member Ministry  

 

Friends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their 

Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers 

 

“You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can have an  
impact on a life forever.” – Zig Ziglar 

 

 

FAITH Members (as of 1/1/2021) 

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Iretta Gast  Rm #318   419-308-4269                              Birthday - July 15 

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Geraldine Watson Rm #128                                                                                        Birthday - Oct. 6 

 Ruby Stierhoff  Rm #114                                                                                      Birthday - July 26 

At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811 

At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870                        

 Dorothy Miller Rm #72                                                       Birthday - June 20 

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio  43410 

At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio  44839 

 Shirley Miller                                     Birthday - April 3 
 
 
In their homes: 
Brian & Mary Ann Hickman  51 N. Harbors End, Port Clinton   419-732-7398             B: May 25  MA: July 10 

Viola Liptok   102 Portland Avenue, Bay Bridge, OH   419-684-5840                      Dec. 9   

  Send mail to:   5322 Hampton Drive, North Olmstead, OH  44070 

Dan & Gwen Miller  5708 Bogart Road, Castalia     419-684-5274                 D: May 24   G: Oct. 5     

Bernie Neidler   1305 Ogontz, Sandusky    419-684-5274            B: Nov. 16  MA: Dec. 30 

Pat Nielsen   1502 Martins Point Road, Sandusky   419-684-5627                      June 6                        

Judy Welser   5619 Debra Drive, Castalia      419-624-7232                      Feb. 11 

Ron Wriker   101 Caswell Drive, Castalia                                                                       Apr. 6

  

 

 

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers 
and communion, please contact Patty Swartz at 419-626-4970. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

 1 JanMarie Miller 

  John Harris 

  Tarah Hershey 

  Louis Price 

  Penny Price 

 2 Alice Martin 

 4 Olivia Gast 

 5 Benjamin Stephens 

  Cynthia Nielsen 

 6 Madison Stephens 

 7 Gregory Norman 

  Nicole Heilmann 

  Karen Beaver 

 9 Evan Miller 

10 Beckett Freeman 

13 Abigail Trout 

15 Troy Miller 

16 James Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 Cathy Wobser 

  Joshua Reed 

19 Louis Kurth 

22 Tayler Poock 

  Tara Poock 

25 Bonnie Lieb 

26 Valri Didion 

  Elizabeth Moser 

  David Huff 

  Kyleigh Cullen 

27 Avery Moore 

  Courtney Orshoski 

29 Andrew Warner 

JULY MILESTONES JANUARY MILESTONES 

 

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks: 

• To all who have been able to make donations to the church throughout the 

year 

• To all who have faithfully supported the Crossroads Meals each month and 

Jim for putting it all together 

• Linda Gantz for the donation she made towards the kids Christmas Bags 

 9 Gregory & Susanne Lemert - 39th 

16 Henry & Ellene Kleinoeder - 22nd 

19 Steven & Holly Miller - 47th 

26 Charles & Sandy Paseka - 36th 

31 Jason & Julie Overmyer - 17th 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Orpha Densmore in honor of her 

grandchildren 

 

Robert Densmore in memory of his 

wife, Viola Densmore 

 

John, Beth and Adam Ashby, Barb Wobser, Jim Bertsch, 

Roy & Joyce Patterson in memory of Darlene (Bango) 

White 
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This schedule is setup for in-person worship services.  We are hoping that the New Year will bring back 

our services at some point.  If you would like to be removed from this list or would like to volunteer to 

help please let Denny Sessler or the church office know. 
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This schedule is setup for in-person worship services.  We are hoping that the New Year will bring back 
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Thrivent Members: Now Is the Time! 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2020 will expire soon.  If you are a Thrivent member and have Choice Dollars 

for distribution, you have until March 31 to designate that money...and your congregation, Trinity 

Lutheran Evangelical Church, is an eligible destination.  Even if you have designated your Choice Dollars 

to Trinity previously, you must do so again before the availability of 2020 Choice Dollars expires.  Give 

your Thrivent Representative a call and they will help you get all setup. 




