The Nativity of Our Lord.

Prelude

The Invitation
Unto us a child is born. Unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be on

his shoulder; and his name shall be called wonderful, mighty counsellor, the
Prince of peace. O sing unto the Lord a new son; for he has done marvelous
things. Glory be to the father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Entrance Hymn "O Come, All Ye Faithful" No. 283
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Dialog for Christmas

Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, you were before time began and came
into the world to save us.



Blessed are you, Son of Righteousness, you shine with God’s love and
illumine the whole universe

Blessed are you, Son of Mary; born a child, you shared our humanity.
Let heaven and earth ring out their praise.

O Mystery of the Word made flesh, with all the voices of heaven, we celebrate
your coming as our Savior.
Let men and women and angels sing of your glory.

O Splendor God’s Light, with all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at
your birth.
Praise and honor and glory to you, O Living Word.

Today the Christ is born. Today has a Savior appeared. Today on earth Angels
are singing, archangels rejoicing. Today the righteous exult and say, Glory to
God in the highest. Alleluia.

Hymn of Praise “Angels We Have Heard on High” No. 289
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Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of
Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Lighting of the Wreath

Now, the time we have waited and prepared for is here. The child has come!
Tonight, we light the Christ candle to remind us that Jesus is always with us. The
Advent wreath is a circle, with no beginning and no end. It reminds us that, like a
circle, God’s love for us has no end. The Christ Candle, burning at its center,
remind us that if we keep Christ at the center of our lives, he will always be with
us. Thanks be to God!

(7:00) Special Music “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve”
Jim Bertsch, Claire Conner, Tiffany Fisher

(11:00) Hymn “This Little Light of Mine” No. 677
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This Little Light of Mine
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First Lesson: lIsaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day
of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do
this.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Whom do you behold, O shepherds? Tell us. Declare to us the tidings, on earth
who has appeared? We saw the newborn Infant, and the choir of Angels,
praising the Lord together. Alleluia, alleluia.

Second Lesson: Titus 3:4-7

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he
saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but
according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

The Angel said unto the shepherds, Behold, | bring you joyful tidings. For unto
you is born this day the world’'s Redeemer. Alleluia.

Hymn “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” No. 282
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rioussong of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’sall - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low -ly plains they bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all theearth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er oer its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
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and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
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During the Hymn the Christ Child is placed in the Manger.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:1-7

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from the Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” No. 276
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 276
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Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
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Music: Polish carol

87878877



Message
7:00 — Children’s message
11:00 — Homily

Hymn of the Day “O Little Town of Bethlehem” No. 279
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

— i 1; — | i}ﬁ o f oot ———1
L= - ===
A S S i S S — e
1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we see thee lie!
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Prayers

| will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
With my mouth | will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.

To us you have brought abundant joy.
Before you we rejoice and sing.

O God, to whom glory is sung in the highest while on earth peace is proclaimed
to all people of goodwill, grant that goodwill to us, your servants. Cleanse us from
all our sins and give perpetual peace to us and to all people; through your mercy,
O God, who blesses and governs all things, now and forever.

Amen

Tomorrow the iniquity of the earth shall be blotted out.
And the Savior of the world shall reign over us.

The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.
For those abiding in the land of death, a new splendor has appeared.

God of love, Father of all, the darkness that covered the earth has given way to
the bright dawn of your Word made flesh. Make us a people of this light. Make us
faithful to your Word, that we may bring your life to the waiting world.; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Today for our sake, the King of heaven is born of a virgin mother:
To reclaim the lost for the heavenly kingdom.

All the angels cry aloud with joy:
For God has come to save all humanity.

Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored the
dignity of human nature. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ
who came to share our humanity, and who now lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

And now, let us pray for the gifts God has given. Lord of Christmas,

We are mindful of the supreme gift that you gave us in a manger at
Bethlehem. Humbly we offer our gifts of service and possessions in joyful
thanksgiving for the love you have shown us. Accept these gifts for the
sake of your Son who was born to us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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No. 296

Hymn “What Child Is This”
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Music: English ballad, 16th cent. 87876867

13



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the
wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Invitation to Communion

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.

Distribution Hymn “Away in a Manger” No. 277
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Away in a Manger
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Distribution Hymn “Love Has Come”
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and mnev- er will leave us!. Love is life ev-er-
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gift of Christ-mas. Love!  Love! Praise to you, God on high!
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Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950 :-° .

Music: F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Tnteeritv’s Hasannal Music

Distribution Hymn “Go Tell it on the Mountain”

go tell it on the mountain

ver the hills

-and everywhere
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o"er si - lent flocks by night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. GO TELLIT
Music: African American spiritual 78767676

After Communion

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his
grace.

Amen

Lighting of the Candles

While the light is being passed, the lesson is read
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Lesson of Light: John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. In him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth.

Song of Simeon

Lord, now let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. My own
eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every
people: a light to lighten the nations and the glory of your people Israel. Glory to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen St. Luke 2:29-32

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly
peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from
heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the
Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light radiant beams from your
holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus,
Lord, at your birth.

Closing Prayer and Blessing

Let us pray. Almighty God and Father of light, a child is born for us and a son is
given to us. Your eternal Word leaped down from heaven in the silent watches of
the night, and now your Church is filled with wonder and light at the nearness of
our God. Open our hearts to receive his life and increase our vision with the
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rising of the dawn, that our lives may be filled with his glory and his peace, who
lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen

Grace from God’s own heart,

peace from the + Child in the manger,

and strength from the Spirit of life

be blessings for you today and forever. Amen
Candles are extinguished

Closing Hymn "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" No. 270
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CHRISTMAS

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing,
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last-ing Lord,
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“Glo - ry
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new-born king;

3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild,

God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”

late in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
born  to raise each child of earth, borm to give us sec-ond birth.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. MENDELSSOHN

Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”
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Dismissal

As Mary was the bearer of the Word made flesh, may you go in peace to carry
the good news of Christ to all the world.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Parts of the worship were by Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel

Sundays and Seasons
A Big Thank You to those who provided our Special

I ‘ Music prior to the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
Natalie Thompson on clarinet and Pastor Cathy on flute
“Silent Night Infant Holy Infant Lowly”

Lilah Werner on the piano
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Eli Conner on the bells
“The First Noel”

Pastor Cathy on the flute and Adele Hoffman on the piano
“Silent Night”

Tiffany Fisher singing
“Candlelight Carol”
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