Sunday, December 26, 2021

First Sunday after Christmas

Gathering Song

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear No. 282



It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rioussong of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’scrush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.

who toil
when with the ev -

a - long -the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:

er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’sall - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low -ly plains they bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all theearth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er oer its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
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Dialogue

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.

By day and night he shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty

that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus is the light of the world.

Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

Opening Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth,

you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—

a beam of light that shines through Jesus.

Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.

Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world
and in our hearts.

Amen.

Lessons and Carols

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 Eli Conner

!In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. *Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there
was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

“And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and

years, °and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth."
And it was so. 1°God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. !’God set them in the dome
of the sky to give light upon the earth, *®to rule over the day and over the night,
and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.



’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime
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1 "Twas in the moon of win-ter-time when all the birds had fled, that
2 With-in a lodge of bro-ken bark the (en-der babe was found; a
3 The ear-liest moon of win-ter-time is not so round and fair as
4 0O chil-dren of the for-est free, the an-gei-song is true; the
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#*God the Lord of all the earth sent an - gel choirs in- stead, be
rag - ged robe of rab - bit skin en-wrapped his beau -ty round, but
was the ring of glo-ry on the help - less in- fant there. The
ho - 1y child of earth and heav'n is born to - day for you. Come,
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fore their light the stars grew dim, and wan-d’ring hunt-ers heard the hymn:
as the hunt-er braves drew nigh, the an - gel songrang loud and high:
chiefs from far be-fore him knelt with gifts of fox and bea- ver pelt
kneel be - fore the ra - diant boy, who brings you beau- ty, peace, and joy.
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Je-sus your king is born! Je - sus is born, in ex - cel-sis glo-r - a!

* origingl: “mighty Gitchi Manitou”

Text:Jean de Brébenf, 1593-1649; t1. Jesse E. Middieton, 18721960, ali.
Musie: French folk tune, ¢, 16th cent.
“fexr® 1227 The Frederick Flarris Music Company

Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from

UNE JEUNME PUCELLE
86 B6 88 and refrain

Cathy Wobser

of old, from ancient days. °Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. “And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;
>and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land

and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds

and eight installed as rulers.



Once in Royal David’s City
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Oncein  roy -al Da - vid’s cit - vy stood
He came down to carth from heav-en  who
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Not in  that poor low - ly sta - ble, with

N

a low-ly cat - tle shed,
3 God and Lord of all,

And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re - deem-mng  love;

the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in

k-

man - ger for his  bed:

and his shel-ter was a sta - ble, and his cra - dle was a stall,
for that child so dear and gen -tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we  shall see him: but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on
and he leads his chil-dren on to the

Christ, her lit - tle child
earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
place wherehe is  gone.

there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: Henry I. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
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Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38 Candy Beatty

?®In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, ?’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David. The virgin's name was Mary. **And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." ?°But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said to
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. **And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. *He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." **Mary said to the angel,
"How can this be, since | am a virgin?" **The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

%Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

LUKE 1:38, NRSV
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose eer bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath
2 1 - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious  splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a-
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when  half-spent was night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when  half-spent was the night.
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev -’ load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.
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Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, ESIST EIN ROS
1R45-1995 <t 3:Tahn C. Mattes. 1876-1948.st. 4 7676676



Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 Jim Bertsch

8 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. *°Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. 2°But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. ?*She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins." ??All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." ?*When
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he
took her as his wife, °but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a
son; and he named him Jesus.

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 276
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low-1ly, for his bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herds keep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos -pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.

: t W ZtOBIE LEZY
Music: Polish carol

87878877



Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20 Carrie Wiedenheft

®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. *°But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: *'to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. *“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger." **And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

BWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us." °So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. *"When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; ‘*and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. *°But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. ?°The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

“YOU WILL
FIND A BABY\

wrapped in swaddling cloths

and lying in a manger.”
Luke 2:12




275 Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is . now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the 1in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his mna - tal star
eV - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.
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Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11 Sally Warner

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, Zasking, "Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage." *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and
all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. °They told
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

®And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel.”



"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. ®Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word
so that | may also go and pay him homage." "When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. °When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. **On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mér-y’s‘ lap is = sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in  such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed-ing?
3 So  bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels >greet with an-thems sweet while
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here
The XKing of kings sal-va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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shep-herds watch are keep -ing?
si - lent Word is plead-ing.
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This, this is Christ the king, - whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song-on high, the vir - gin sings her Iul-la-by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son  of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son  of - Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son  of Mar - y!
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 GREENSLEEVES
Music: English ballad, 16th cent. 87876867




Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14 Trevor Ramsdell

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. éHe himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

%He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. **He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. *?But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, **who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

BELIEVED IN HIS NAME,
HE GAVE THE RIGHT TO BECOME

CHILDREN OF GOD.

OHN 1:12, NIV
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Love Has Come
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us!. Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le-hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth-er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is "say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the- peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950 :-° '

Music: F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provencale, 1856
Text © 1996 Tnteeritv’s Hasannal Musie

Responsive Prayer

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of his life

UN FLAMBEAU
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cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.

We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.

We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.

You are the angels announcing peace.

We live with joy and go now in peace.
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Song
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

No. 288
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 288
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!

now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is in  the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 IN DULCI JUBILO
Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856 66777855




From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

At 9:00...
Interim Pastor: Pastor Cathy Schibler
Readers: Eli Conner, Cathy Wobser, Candy Beatty
Jim Bertsch, Carrie Wiedenheft
Sally Warner, Trevor Ramsdell
Usher: Guy Miller

December Altar Care: Ann Strean and Sally Warner

ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Rex and Charlene
Stierhoff in celebration of Jacob’s 29" birthday on December 29.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Phyllis Nuber, fighting breakthrough COVID;

Roger Troike, following hospitalization;

For all directly or indirectly effected by the COVID-19 virus;
FAITH members, including; Dan & Gwen Miller;
Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and the staff of our
Northwestern Ohio Synod;
the ministry of Project Share, helping people in need in Margaretta Township.

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GOODNESS
(Last two weeks)

General Fund - $7,775.00

Building Improvements - $564.00

ATTENDANCE
December 19: 48 + 35 =83

DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.

THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or given
without other designation) benefits our Current Expenses Fund. LOOSE CHECKS
will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise on the check
memo line.
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