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Sunday, January 2, 2022 
Epiphany of Our Lord 

 

Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who sends the word with angels, 
who is made flesh among all peoples, 

and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
Amen. 
 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
Holy God, 
 
we confess our sin before you. 
We replace compassion with competition. 
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
that all we do, in word or deed, 
may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
God has come among us 
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 

☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 
Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn:  The First Noel No. 300 
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Greeting 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that 
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  
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This is the Feast
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Prayer of the Day 

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 
Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to 
the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
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  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
 11May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 
 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.  

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace 
that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of 
all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we 
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they 
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Children’s Message 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 

Hymn of the Day:  We Three Kings of Orient Are  No.  646 
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Installation of new council members 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
    Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he was descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge to the living and dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

God of wanderers, you sent the magi from afar to witness the mystery and 
majesty of your birth. Send us into the world with your will in our hearts and on 
our lips. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You created heaven and earth. Through your Spirit send your all-encompassing 
love over the cosmos. Bless the stars that guide our way and the night sky that 
invites the earth into slumber. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You sent the magi to follow the star into an uncertain future. May all leaders and 
peoples seek your face, especially when paths are not clear, conflicts rage, 
tyrants oppress, and fear abounds. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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You sent your Spirit to dwell with Paul in prison. Send your Spirit to those who 
are imprisoned and enslaved (especially). Give courage and wisdom for building 
roads that lead to justice and freedom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You sent the holy family to seek safety in a new land. Protect all who make 
similar journeys. Send your guiding Spirit to asylum seekers, refugees, and all 
who journey toward safety. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your glory is shown to the saints. We give thanks for those whose earthly journey 
has ended and now dwell with you forever. Give us signs of your continual 
presence until that day when we arise in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to 
you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 

The Meal   

   The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, give for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  
The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and forever. 
Amen. 
 
All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
 
Communion 
 
Communion Hymn:  Here is Bread No. 483 

Prayer after Communion 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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Blessing 

The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: Arise, Your Light Has Come! No. 314  
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Dismissal 

 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  

 At 8:00… 

   

 Interim Pastor:   Pastor Cathy Schibler 
 Lector:    Guy Miller 
 Communion Assistant  Guy Miller 
 Usher:    Cindy Norman 
  
 At 10:30… 
 Interim Pastor:   Pastor Cathy Schibler 
 Lector:    Jim Bertsch 
 Communion Assistant  Jim Bertsch 
 Usher:    Ken Schenk 
  
 January Altar Care:  Pat Wiedenheft 
  
  
ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God in honor of Cheryl and the 
Castalia Flower shop in providing our lovely flowers for these many years.  
 
MEMORIAL FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Greg Norman and 
Cindy Norman in loving memory of their father Les Norman who entered his rest 
in Christ 14 years ago today. 
  
Pastor Ralph Schibler and his wife Pat would like to Thank everyone for their 
Christmas cards, holiday well wishes, and gifts. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 December 24:  84 + 38 = 122,  December 26:  48   

 



15 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
  

Phyllis Nuber, continued struggle with COVID; 
The family and friends of Roger Troike, in his passing last week; 

For all directly or indirectly effected by the COVID-19 virus; 
FAITH members, including; Shirley Miller; 

The people of St. John, Union Corners and their pastor, 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner; 

the ministry of Care and Share of Erie County in providing food and other 
assistance to those in need. 

  
  

 
DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation 
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
 

 
THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or 
given without other designation) benefits Lutheran Disaster Response.  LOOSE 
CHECKS will support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise 
on the check memo line.   
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE is looking for donations to help support the 
tornado victims of Kentucky and that region.  If you would like to support this 
mission, please note on your check or envelope “Tornados” and we will send that 
support out to them. 
  

This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Communion Service     8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:00 am 

 
WEDNESDAY Worship & Music Meeting   7:00 pm 

“We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
  
SUNDAY  Worship Services    8:00 am & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:00 am 
   Jam Session     9:30 am 
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