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A NOTE Well, here we are. It's Lent again. It's the time of
FROM THE the Chu'rgh Year that We.focus our attention on
the sacrifice Jesus made in order that we might
PASTOR experience to love of God more deeply. And, in
order to express our thanks, it is also a time when
many of us try to give something up in order to
acknowledge His giving up His life for us. So, have you given up anything for

Lent? It might be something like not eating chocolate until you eat that chocolate
bunny on Easter day. Or it might be giving up smoking or drinking alcohol.

But, instead, have you ever thought about giving, instead of giving up? Giving,
because He gave His life in order that we might receive forgiveness and God's love.
What kind of things might that be?

How about giving to a local charity in order to help those who are less fortunate
than you? Or, what about giving to earthquake relief funds? Or, giving some aid to
the people in East Palestine. (Think of what it would have been like in Sandusky if
one of the train cars that’s went off the tracks here had been filled with toxic
chemicals.) How about giving more time to the ministry of Trinity, or to work with
other Lutheran congregations in the area for a joint ministry project.

Yes, we often give something up to acknowledge the solemnity of the season, that
Jesus died so that we might have Eternal life. But it is also a joyous time, because
His death bought for us eternal life.

Whether you give up something, or give YOUR SERVANTS

something, let us remember that is an action
that shows our appreciation and thanks for AT TRINITY

all that Jesus has done for us. INTERIM PASTORS -
The Rev. Ralph Schibler
. The Rev. Catherine Schibler
Have a blessed, faithful Lent. OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR:
Carol Dahs
Pastor Ralph MUSICIAN: Adele Hoffman
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
COORDINATOR:

Sally Warner - 419 684-7850
CUSTODIANS:

Jim Bertsch - 419 625-4377

Pat Wiedenheft - 419 625-8652

PRESIDENT: Carrie Wiedenheft

ThOU g h1‘$ on TREASURER: Jim Bertsch
DATA ENTRY: Shannon Limberios

OFFICE PHONE: 419 626-0204
OFFICE HOURS: 9 am to 1 pm, M-F
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On Monday, February 20, some of our Sunday School kids came to Trinity for a day
of fun and fellowship to learn about Mardi Gras, Fat Tuesday, and Ash Wednesday.
They took a field trip to Providence Care Center to sing for the residents and were
able to see Norm Stierhoff and sing for Paul Wiedenheft in his room. Next, they
stopped at Toft’s Dairy and got a cup of ice cream of their choice to have for lunch.
The afternoon included making masks and having a Mardi Gras Parade, eating
sausage and pancakes for lunch along with a King Cake were one lucky person at
each table found a plastic baby figurine in their piece of cake. Tradition says that the
person who finds the baby will have a year of good fortune. Pancake races, limbo, making a
decoration and a Lenten placemat were some fun activities that filled their
afternoon also. They got to watch the burning of the palm branches from last year
and then they made the communion bread for Ash Wednesday’s worship service.
Their day concluded with an explanation of the Lenten display in the sanctuary
and they put ashes on their foreheads to remind them of Ash Wednesday. They
closed with a prayer circle. If you see any of the kids around, ask them how this
event went and see if they remember what Lent is about. It would not have been
possible without the help of some very wonderful people. They include Carrie
Killingsworth, Carrie Wiedenheft, Tiffany Fisher, Tiffany’s mom Marlene, Koral Russell, Mason
Russell, Charlene Stierhoff, Cathy and Dave Wobser, Cindy Norman, Denise Casanova, Adele
Hoffman, Carol Dahs, Pat Wiedenheft, Barb Sessler, and Bonnie Lieb. Thank you to them all for all
they did to make the Day Camp a great success!

All of God’s Creatures! So, during the month of March until Easter we will be
collecting items to give to the Erie County Dog Pound. This is the wish list they have
given us: bleach, trash bags., paper towels. laundry soap, dish soap, fabric softener
sheets, puppy food. dog collars, rawhide chewies, and old blankets, towels., or
sheets. There will be a large trash container in the upstairs gathering area to place your
donations in. We thank you in advance for helping us with this project.

@\ Another camp is being planned for April 7 and our focus will be on Good Friday and
9\@) !
o4

wipes that were collected in January. There were 28 packs of diapers, and 44 packs
of wipes, including a couple powders and shampoo. We would like to thank
everyone who brought these in. They will be distributed to Children’s Services and
Project Noelle.

Sorry it has taken awhile, but we wanted to give you the total amount of diapers and @

&
gé’

We would like to send a special Thank You out to Linda Gantz for
her donation to the Sunday School teachers to purchase items for the
kids for Easter, and to Russ Stephens and Nancy Vollmer for their
donations of money and craft supplies to our Sunday School also.
Thank you all for thinking of us.

A huge thanks goes out to all who supported the Sub sale. This year
we made $400.00 that will be donated to Care and Share. Also, a
great big Thank You goes out to the kids and parents who came to help make the subs and put the
orders together; They all worked together to do God’s Work with Our Hands to help others in our area
when in need.




This year we will be joining Zion, Sandusky for their
Tuesday evening Lenten Services. We will then be
back to Trinity for Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday services.

February 28 at 7:00 pm - (Zion, Sandusky)
March 7 at 7:00 pm - (Zion, Sandusky)
March 14 at 7:00 pm - (Zion, Sandusky)
March 21 at 7:00 pm - (Zion, Sandusky)
March 28 at 7:00 pm - (Zion, Sandusky)
April 6 at 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday (Trinity)
April 7 at 7:00 pm - Good Friday (Trinity)

There will be a simple soup meal before each Lenten Service at
Zion at 6:00 pm. Please plan on joining in on this fellowship

time.

The Community Mission Committee will be doing a non perishable
food drive for Grace's Food Pantry.

’ ' Start stocking up now so you are ready in April.
Q\‘\Oa’&S coming , /./)
A P R I L Some suggested items are:
Cans of Soup
§§ - 0? Canned Pasta (like Spaghettios, Ravioli)
7(7 7@ Pasta Noodles
20 Peanut Butter
§ Jelly
Cereal

4 @ Tuna/Hamburger Helper




Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Sandusky, Ohio - Sandusky OH
Balance Sheet as of January 31, 2023

Tuesday, February 21, 2023 Page 1 of 1
Account # Account Name YTD Balance
Assets
1.100.102 Checking Account 53.,200.40
1.100.104 Petty Cash Fund 20.00
1.100.106 Thrivent Bond Fund Checking 57,469.38
1.200.114 Thrivent Money Market Account 844.88
1.220.116 Endowment Savings Thrivent 87.238.90
1.220.118 Mission Plus Investments (3 CD's) 3,888.92
1.220.120 Edward Jones Mutual Fund 276,211.69
1.220.122 Edward Jones CD 20.000.00
1.400.110 Thirvent Moderate Fund (Reserve) 48,380.25
1.400.112 Thrivent Moderate Fund - Pavement 2,454.00
Total Assets $549,714.42
Liabilities
2.100.216 Ohio Treasurer of St 42.00
2.100.218 RIT.A. 4496
2.100.219 Ohio Department of Taxation 7.53
Total Liabilities $94.49
Fund Balances
3.100.300 Current Fund Balance 57.336.04
3.210.300 Community Mission Fund Balance 1,543.76
3.220.300 Designated Giving Fund Balance
3.221.300 Memorial Fund Balance 36.517.57
3.222.300 Endowment Fund Balance 91.127.82
3.223.300 Building Improvement Fund Balance 36,042.80
3.225.300 Pavement Fund Balance 2.454.00
3.227.300 Charity Fund Balance 276,211.69
Total Designated Giving Fund Balance $442,353.88
3.400.300 Reserve Fund Balance 48.386.25
Total Fund Balances $549,619.93

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances

CALL

$549.714.42

COMMITTEE

The Call Committee has received a name to discuss and determine if they want to do an interview.




TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL
C OUN C I L Meeting Highlights - February 16, 2023 - 7:00 pm
UP DATE (These are unapproved meeting minutes)

Attending: Jim Bertsch, Nancy Vollmer, Pat Wiedenheft, Millie McCready, Betsy Stierhoff, Carrie Wiedenheft, Pastor
Ralph, and secretary, Carol Dahs. Not in Attendance: Kathy Bango

Meeting called to order by President — Carrie Wiedenheft
Opening devotions were given by Pat Wiedenheft

Minutes of previous meeting (January 2023) were reviewed. Nancy made a motion to accept the January meeting minutes.
2" by Pat. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s report for January 2023 was reviewed. Jim moved $20,000 from the checking account and opened a 6 month
CD through Edward Jones at 4.45% interest rate. Nancy made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report. 2™ by Betsy.
Motion passed.

President’s Report: Carrie reported that the Call Committee does have a name to discuss and see if they want to pursue an
interview.

Pastor — P. Ralph is going to be back in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays starting in March.
Faith Builders — Pat Wiedenheft — There will be a day camp for the youth on Monday, February 20.
Mission Service — Betsy Stierhoff — She will try and connect with Jim and Bonnie this Sunday between services.

Property — Stanley came and fixed the automatic portico door on January 20, 2023. Gundlach has been in a few times to fix
some minor things on the boiler. Travelers Ins was in and checked the boiler and it passed for another year. J&H was out
and put some weather stripping on the outside of the two new front sanctuary doors. Jim said they seem to be helping so
far. They also caulked under the new educational wing doors to help with the rain coming in under the doors. Jim stated
that the cross at the end of the building is not lighting up. He will look at the timer upstairs and see if we need to have
someone else look at it.

Stewardship and Finance -Jim Bertsch — New signature form was sent to Thrivent. The financial audit was done on
February 11. There were just a couple little things that Shannon and Carol will look into but overall the audit went well.
Dave Wobser and Millie McCready did do a watch of the Sunday donations being counted on Februaryl2 as part of the
audit guidelines. Everything there went well.

Witness and Welcome — Millie McCready — Millie tried to visit Norm Stierhoff, but he was not in his room. She was able
to see Paul Wiedenheft for a short while.

Worship and Music — Nancy Vollmer — Nancy attended the Good Friday meeting at Zion. Zion is looking at doing
something from 1-3pm on Good Friday. They invited Trinity members who wanted to join the choir that day to do so.
There will be a small soup meal at 6:00 pm prior to the Lenten Services at Zion.

Old Business — Carol is working on getting the new directory listing ready for printing. Denise Casanova freshened up the
outside nativity set. She did not charge the church for this. It looks very nice.

New Business — A facility use form was submitted and approved for use on March 12. It was agreed to once again put
Easter Flowers for sale in the bulletin. It was suggested that we list events happening at the LOMO (Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries in Ohio) in the bulletin. Carol received a notice on a recall for the pads on the AED unit. She completed this and
returned the paperwork. New pads will be sent free of charge. It was then discussed that we need to make more individuals
aware of where our first aid equipment is and how to use it. Pat made a motion that we set up some training for the AED.
2" by Nancy. Motion passed. Carrie will contact Gayle Thompson and see if she would like to help us get this done. It
was asked that we get more people to run the video computer, preferably at early service so when the kids sing this could be
included. Printed instructions would be very helpful. Carol will contact Cathy Wobser about this. It was discussed about
putting the bulletin and songs on the screen. Again, volunteers are need to run this.

6 (&




FAITH Member Ministry

F'riends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their
Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers

“You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can have an

impact on a life forever.” — Zig Ziglar

FAITH Members (as of 2/1/23)

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky

At the Commons of Providence, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky

Ruth Sieb Apt #107

Birthday - Sept. 19

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky

Ruby Stierhoff Rm #114
At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811
At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870
Paul Wiedenheft
Norm Stierhoff

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio 43410

At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio 44839
Shirley Miller

Danbury Senior Living, 33770 Bagley Rd., North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039

Parkvue Community, 3800 Boardwalk Blvd, Sandusky OH 44870
Ray Remy Apt. 112

In their homes:
Brian & Mary Ann Hickman 51 N. Harbors End, Port Clinton 419-732-7398

Birthday - July 26

Birthday - Oct. 11
Birthday - June 2

Birthday - April 3

Birthday - Feb 9

B: May 25 MA: July 10

Dan Miller 5708 Bogart Road, Castalia ~ 419-684-5274 Birthday: May 24
Bernie Neidler 1305 Ogontz St, Sandusky ~ 419-625-4839 B: Nov. 16 MA: Dec. 30
Pat Nielsen 1502 Martins Point Road, Sandusky 419-684-5627 June 6
Judy Welser 5619 Debra Drive, Castalia 419-684-7232 Feb. 11

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers
and communion, please contact Patty Swartz at 419-626-4970.




MARCH ALTAR CARE

Pat Wiedenheft & Candy Beatty

TooAY’'s CHRISTIAN MusicC
IN A SPIRIT-FILLED
ATMOSPHERE!

ComE, WorsHIP, AND SING!
MARCH 12, 2023

BETWEEN SERVICES,
9:30-10:00 am,
IN THE SANCTUARY.

Crossroads Homeless Shelter

Meal
for March 15, 2023

Chicken Soup
Green Jell-0 with Fruit
Meat & Cheese Sandwiches
Green Sugar Cookies

Jim is still cooking monthly meals for
Crossroads. If you would like to support this
ministry please send your donation to the
church and mark it Homeless Meal.

f Ouil ndhf il ol

&* May you have: 3
f? | A warld of wishes at
'l your command. 4

God and his angels close I

- and Irish hlessings in
| your heart!



MARCH MILESTONES

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

9 Steve Miller 10 Don & Cindy Bowers - 34th
10 Elise Kleinoeder 22 Barry & Karen Gill - 32nd

M A c David Wiedenheft
% &

BIRTHDAYS 14 Barbara Sessler

[3
17 Paul Warner ( ) M A c

2 William Bertsch 18 Mason Hermes “
5 Judith Howard % Jean Clne ge® ANNIVERSARIES
Ryan Wiedenheft Wesley Miller
4 Richard Miller 28 El Conner
Justin Stierhoff
5 Cynthia Norman
6 A1:l ayne Mischler Chuck & Sandy Paseka in memory

. f Berni 1
Tyler Wiedenheft of Bernie Saylor

Thoughts
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S On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks:

’fmwk.s

e Sally Warner, Adele Hoffman, and crew for their continued support of the youth.

i‘\;

e To all the youth who take the time to be part of the life of Trinity.

Everyonb
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Prayers, Readings and Psalm for the month of March

March 5 - Second Sunday of Lent

Genesis 12:1-4a - The blessing of God upon Abram

Psalm 121 - I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the Lorp. (Ps. 121:1, 2)
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 - The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith

John 3:1-17 - The mission of Christ: to save the world

Prayer of the Day: O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

March 12 - Third Sunday of Lent

Exodus 17:1-7 - Water from the rock in the wilderness
Psalm 95 - Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)
Romans 5:1-11 - Reconciled to God by Christ’s death
John 4:5-42 - Baptismal image: the woman at the well

Prayer of the Day: Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this
water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

March 19 - Fourth Sunday of Lent

1 Samuel 16:1-13 - David is chosen and anointed

Psalm 23 - You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)
Ephesians 5:8-14 - Awake from sleep, live as children of light
John 9:1-41 - Baptismal image: the man born blind

Prayer of the Day: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us,
bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

March 26 - Fifth Sunday of Lent

Ezekiel 37:1-14 - The dry bones of Israel brought to life

Psalm 130 - I wait for you, O LoRD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)
Romans 8:6-11 - Life in the Spirit

John 11:1-45 - Baptismal image: the raising of Lazarus

Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

12 (&




Thrivent Members: Now Is the Time!

Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2022 will expire soon. If you are a Thrivent member and have Choice Dollars
for distribution, you have until March 31 to designate that money...and your congregation, Trinity
Lutheran Evangelical Church, is an eligible destination. Even if you have designated your Choice Dollars
to Trinity previously, you must do so again before the availability of 2022 Choice Dollars expires. Give
your Thrivent Representative a call and they will help you get all setup.

Directing Choice Dollars® and Personal Giving: A How-To Guide

Direct Choice Dollars Online
1. Visit thrivent.com/thrivenichoice
2. Click Direct Choice Dollars

3. Log in by entering your User ID and password
(If you haven't yet registered on thrivent.com, click
Register for account access.)

4. Choose the organization to which you want to direct
Choice Dollars
a. To direct to a previous organization

¢ Click Direct Now next 1o the organization's
name, or

¢ Click on the View activity history link, scroll down
and click on the name of the desired organization

b. To direct to a new organization, enter keyword(s) like

organization name, ZIP code, cause, etc. Click Search.

5. Choose Direct All or enter a specific number
and click Direct Now. Follow the prompts on the
confirmation page to direct Choice Dollars

Direct Choice Dollars by Phone

1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted, say
Thrivent Choice

2. Press 1 10 direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear Thrivent
Choice Dollars program Terms and Conditions
(If prompted, say or enter your phone number and
date of birth.)

3. A representative will work with you to direct
Choice Dollars

Want to make an even bigger impact?

Make a personal donation at thrivent.com/thriventchoice
Thrivent pays the processing fees so 100% of your donation
goes 1o help.* Click Make a personal donation and search
the Thrivent Choice Catalog. Once you locate the organization
10 which you wish to donate, click Make a Personal Donation
You'll then be sent to InFaith Community Foundation to make
the donation

Thrivent will pay the online processing fees for personal donations made through InFaith Community Foundation up to $100,000 per calendar year
The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent clients with membership and Thrivent Member Networks in providing grants that
support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent's mission and its purposes under state law. All grant decisions, including grant recipients and
amounts, are made at the sole discretion of Thrivent. Directing Choice Dollars® is subject to the program's Terms and Conditions available

at thrivent.com/thriventchoice

thrivent

thrivent.com ¢ 800-847-4836

Page 2 of 2—Only valid with all pages
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FREE COMMUNITY DINNER

**Open to anyone in the community**

Grace Lutheran Church
203 S. Washington St.
Castalia, OH 44824

Date: Wednesday, March 8th
Time: 5:00 pm — 6:00 pm
(or until sold out)
How: Free Drive-thru pickup
in the back of church

I L
- TURKEY TETRAZZINI, LETTUCE |

!
SALAD, BREAD SLICE l

& DESSERT I

Delivery is available for shut-ins, call 419-357-3672
to schedule a delivery




Project Share of Margaretta
Township is a 501(c)(3) organization
who annually provides gifts, clothing,
and food for families of Margaretta

School District who share a need.

Delivery is available for
shut-ins, call 419-357-3672
to schedule a delivery.
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