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 “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age’” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 

During the next few Sundays of the Easter season, we will be continually reminded about the 

new life we have in Jesus through his death and resurrection.  And through the stories of Easter, 

we will hear over and over again how our faith in God’s mercy and forgiveness changes lives and 

continues to be at work every single day.  We know the gospel changes lives and that God’s power 

and grace are real and at work today.  And the exciting thing is that we get to share this gift.  We 

get to share the stories of faith from the Bible and our own individual stories of faith. Together 

we are called to share and bring hope to those who do not know of God’s love. We are called to 

change lives!  

 

Our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, states: Our purpose – ‘to activate each of us so that more 

people know the way of Jesus and discover community, justice and love’ – is an expression of our 

calling and our longing for others to know the love of God in Christ Jesus. We live out our 

purpose through worship and service, in our congregations and communities, through our 

individual vocations and our collective work as church together.  

 

As the ELCA looks to the future, one of their striking goals is “to reach one million new, young 

and diverse people.”  As a congregation we get to be part of that goal.  I bring this all to your 

attention because I truly believe that one of the gifts that Trinity brings to the whole church is 

your work with children. The support, time, and affirmation that this congregation gives to our 

children is outstanding. Sally’s team not only shares time with our youth during Sunday School 

and other activities, but they also involve them during worship.  This is what a community of 

faith does together.  And I want to say thank you for this very important ministry.  But I also 

want us to continue challenging one another to reach out across differences of all sorts to meet 

our neighbors and share the story of faith. 

 

Another great ministry we have is the numerous areas of outreach that this congregation 

participates.  I was looking at the bulletin board in the hallway and was overwhelmed with the 

number of thank you notes from the various community organizations and beyond, thanking us 

for our care and support.  And then there are pictures to go along with these thank you notes of 

members assembling donations of all kinds.  Again, I want to say thank you to those who have 

contributed and volunteered.  This is truly another gift in which this congregation excels.  

 

Supporting and caring for our youth and neighbors are important stories of faith to tell when we 

talk to people outside the walls of this congregation.  And these are also stories that we share 

when interviewing a new pastor.  As a community of faith, we get to help people experience the 

difference that God’s grace and love in Christ make for all people. So, let’s talk about the gifts of 

which we have been blessed and know that God continues to stir us and is up to something new. 

 

Pastor Cathy 



Youth and Family 
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On April 7, our youth group met for the afternoon for some fun and lessons about Holy week.  

During our time together, the kids played some games, did some crafts, and even made their way 

to the kitchen to make dog treats for the animal shelter and some soft pretzels where they 

learned about the “Little Arms” which when their arms are crossed in prayer, it also looks like a 

pretzel.  We need to thank Carrie Killingsworth, Shelby Koch, and Carrie Wiedenheft for 

helping with the kids and our Thanks to Veronica Parker for her 

donation of eggs we used for cooking and to Kathy Brophy for 

letting us use her cookie cutters for making the bone shaped dog 

treats! 

 

And if you remember, we collected items for the Erie County Dog 

Pound during the month of March and these items were 

delivered to the pound and you can see pictures of all that was 

collected and delivered on the bulletin board in the educational 

wing.  THANK YOU to all who generously helped with this 

activity! 

 

We would also like to thank Roy Patterson and the following kids 

who helped with the Youth Led Worship Service on Sunday, 

April 30
th

; Erica Miller, Mariska Farlow, Topanga Farlow, 

Natalie Thompson, Eli and Claire Conner, Mason Russell, Eli Fisher, Tyler, Carlie, and Ryan 

Wiedenheft, Emma and Drew Killingsworth, Noah Warner, Zoe Koch and of course Mrs. Adele 

Hoffman.  You all did a fine job, and we are proud of all of you! 

 

MOTHERS DAY! 

 

Attention ALL Ladies of the church!  On Sunday, May 14, the 

Faith Builders team is hosting a Mother’s Day gathering at 9:15 

am in the fellowship hall.  All ladies, whether you’re a mother or 

not, and your children are invited to join us for a light breakfast to 

celebrate the day.  If your mom, child, sister, or grandmother can’t 

be with us, please bring a picture of them with you so they can be 

with you in spirit.  Our Sunday school kids will be making some 

crafts that day and doing their famous “Painting of the 

Fingernails” and all ladies are welcome to get theirs done by one of 

our artists too.  Or we can just simply relax and enjoy each other’s company and fellowship.   

 

To help us with our planning, PLEASE sign up on the bulletin board in the educational wing by 

Sunday, May 7 or call the church office at 419-626-0204. 

 

Sunday, May 28
th

 will be the last day our Sunday school kids will be meeting for this school year.  

Adele Hoffman will be working with them singing a Patriotic song for the worship services on 

that Sunday.   



MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION 
 

All are invited to attend our Annual Memorial Day Celebration on  

Sunday, May 28 starting at 9:15 am.   

Our hope is to have it outside, around the flag pole.  

Please make plans to join us as we remember those who have,  

and are still serving our nation. 

BLOOD DRIVE at the Congregational United Church of Christ, 205 Main Street, 

Castalia in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, May 8, 2023, from 1:00 pm to 6:30 pm.  

To schedule an appointment, go to RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor 

Code: CUC or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Call Committee has another candidate to look into. 

5 



TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Meeting Highlights - April 27, 2023 - 7:00 pm 

 

(These are unapproved meeting minutes) 

Attending: Jim Bertsch, Nancy Vollmer, Pat Wiedenheft, Kathy Bango, Carrie Wiedenheft, Pastor Ralph, and secretary, 
Carol Dahs.  Not in Attendance: Betsy Stierhoff and Millie McCready 
 
Meeting called to order by President – Carrie Wiedenheft 
 
Opening devotions were given by Carrie Wiedenheft 
 
Minutes of previous meeting (March 2023) were reviewed.  Jim made a motion to accept the March meeting minutes.  2nd 
by Kathy.  Motion passed.   
 
Treasurer’s report for March 2023 was reviewed. Jim noted that all three investment funds were back up for the quarter.  
Nancy made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  2nd by Kathy.  Motion passed.   
 
President’s Report: Carrie reported that the Call Committee does have another virtual interview coming up next weekend. 
 
Congregational Life – Kathy Bango – Kathy reported that she received 8 paper surveys and 17 online surveys.  Council was 
pleased with the responses.  She reviewed the stats from the surveys.  Recommendations from these surveys will be 
discussed in the coming months. 
 
Faith Builders – Pat Wiedenheft – April 30 will be a kids’ service.  Grace Lutheran Church invited Trinity (and First 
Congregational Church) to participate in their Bible School on July 10-13 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  There will be a cost of $10 
per child.  Trinity may pay this expense or see if the kids can do some fund raising to cover the fees.  Trinity will oversee 
the music portion of the Bible School.  Mother’s Day on May 14 will have a breakfast for mother’s and children.  There will 
be a signup sheet on the bulletin board.  There was a request to bring back the cookie social hour between services.  
Worship & Music will discuss this at their next meeting and work with the Congregation Life committee on seeing if it can 
be done.  The last day of Sunday School for this session will be May 28. 
 
Mission Service – Betsy Stierhoff – It was decided to run the Grace’s Food Pantry collection for a few more weeks since we 
haven’t gotten too many donations yet.  The group is looking into a Brown Bag Lunch activity at the park with the city’s 
gathering in June or July.  August would be a collection of school supplies for local teachers and maybe in October 
collecting for the Lutheran Home of Mercy along with the Lutheran World Relief kits that are usually done. 
 
Property – Council hopes to get some updates on the work that we would like to see done in the upstairs fellowship room.  
Jim stated that the parking lot needs to be resealed this year.  Last time it was done it cost $3600.  We currently have $2500 
in the parking lot fund.  Carol will contact Mike Markley on this.     
 
Witness and Welcome – Millie McCready – There was a request for Millie to contact Ron & Marilee Werner.  Carol will 
talk to Millie about it.   
 
Worship and Music – Nancy Vollmer – Their next meeting is May 10.  Nancy presented a handout with several different 
Parish Nurse options and programs that are being done.  Council needs to read through these and be ready to discuss their 
thoughts at the next council meeting.  Zion is starting up a program. Jim will see if he can get a contact name that Nancy 
can call and see if we can collaborate with them.  It was decided to see if we could get enough interest to get an adult 
ministry program going.  Nancy will contact some members and see if she can get some participants.   
 

Old Business – Carol is working on getting the new directory listing ready for printing.  Carol still needs to try the laptop 
computer for videoing the services and get together instructions for setting the computer up for it.  There are now Glucose 
Gel packets in the first aid areas upstairs and downstairs.  
  
New Business – Jim made a motion to accept the transfer of Chet and Penny Solem to Woodlands Lutheran Church in 
Mount Verde FL.  2nd by Nancy.  Motion passed.  Jim made a motion to approve the transfer in of Sam and Linda Wilcox 
from Chapel Of The Cross church in Saint Peters MO.  2nd by Pat.  Motion passed.  Pastor Cathy is looking at doing a new 
member service on May 21.  Council approved the use of the fellowship hall for the bible study group with Barb Wobser.  
Carol will post and add to the bulletin and newsletter the request from the Post Office to “Stamp Out Hunger” by donating 
food.  Donations can be left by individual’s mailboxes on May 13 and the post office will pick them up as they deliver the 
mail that day.  Council approved the use of the fellowship hall for Cindy Norman and a small group to practice a skit they 
are working on.  There also was a request for having an AA meeting here at Trinity on Wednesday’s at 4:00 pm.  Brad will 
come to the May meeting to present this to council.  Jim made a motion to add Carol to the signature form at Key Bank 

since they no longer want to answer her questions on deposits without her being on the form.  2nd by Nancy.  
Motion passed.   6 
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FAITH Member Ministry  

 

Friends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their 

Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers 

 

“You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can have an  
impact on a life forever.” – Zig Ziglar 

 
 

FAITH Members (as of 3/22/23) 

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

At the Commons of Providence, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Ruth Sieb  Apt #107          Birthday - Sept. 19 

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Ruby Stierhoff  Rm #114                                                                                      Birthday - July 26 

At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811 

At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870     

      Paul Wiedenheft             Birthday - Oct. 11 

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio  43410 

At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio  44839 

 Shirley Miller                                     Birthday - April 3 
 
Parkvue Community, 3800 Boardwalk Blvd, Sandusky OH  44870 
 Ray Remy  Apt. 112                 Birthday - Feb 9   
 
In their homes: 
Brian & Mary Ann Hickman  51 N. Harbors End, Port Clinton   419-732-7398             B: May 25  MA: July 10 

Dan Miller   5708 Bogart Road, Castalia     419-684-5274                    Birthday: May 24     

Bernie Neidler   1305 Ogontz St, Sandusky    419-625-4839            B: Nov. 16  MA: Dec. 30 

Pat Nielsen   1502 Martins Point Road, Sandusky   419-684-5627                      June 6                        

Judy Welser   5619 Debra Drive, Castalia      419-684-7232                      Feb. 11 

 

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers 
and communion, please contact Patty Swartz at 419-626-4970. 
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MAY ALTAR CARE 
 

Pat Wiedenheft and 
Carrie Killingsworth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAM! 
 

Today’s Christian Music 

in a Spirit-filled 

Atmosphere!   
 

Come, Worship, and Sing! 
 

May 14, 2023 
 

Between Services, 

9:30-10:00 am, 

in the Sanctuary. 
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Crossroads Homeless Shelter 
Meal 

for May 17, 2023 
 

Sour Cream Noodles/Chicken 
Corn/Green Beans 

Salad/Bread 
Jell-O/fruit Whipped Dessert 

Cookies 

 
Jim is still cooking monthly meals for 

Crossroads.  If you would like to support this 
ministry please send your donation to the 

church and mark it Homeless Meal. 

Change of address for 

 

Betty Roeser and Cindy Griffin 

801 Waterwood Dr 

Goose Creek SC  29445 

 

 

John, Beth, & Adam Ashby 

205 Watkins Farm Drive 

Greer SC  29651 



BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Phyllis Baum 

  Daniel Baum 

  Craig Stierhoff 

 3 Hank Kleinoeder 

 5 Erica Miller 

 6 Ann Strean 

 7 Patricia Wiedenheft 

 8 Macie Berg 

10 Donald Kuns 

13 Lauren Kautz 

14 Barbara Wobser 

  Chelsea Miller 

15 Michael Ramsdell 

16 Carrie Killingsworth 

19 Donald Baum 

20 Terrie Hirt 

  Kenneth Schenk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 Linda Gantz 

24 Daniel Miller 

  Regina Werner-Strauss 

  Tim Thompson 

25 David Wobser 

  Brian Hickman 

26 Christina Stephens 

28 Lane Hirt 

  Keith Miller 

  Kent Miller 

  Robert Wiedenheft 

29 Ellene Kleinoeder 

 

JULY MILESTONES MAY MILESTONES 

 4 Craig & Betsy Stierhoff - 27th 

 6 Donald & Phyllis Baum - 62nd 

 9 William & Terrie Hirt - 53rd 

11 Dale & Mary Meyer - 49th 

  Rev Dane & Kristi Meuschke - 46th 

23 Ronald & Marilee Werner - 53rd 

27 Lawrence & Linda Velliquette - 45th 

29 Kenneth & Marsha Schenk - 47th 

ANNIVERSARIES 

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks: 
 

• To all who attended the Lenten Midweek services at Zion and Holy week here at 
 Trinity.   

• To all those who helped with the 5th Sunday services so far this year.   

• Pat Wiedenheft and Pastor Cathy for putting together the Easter donuts and coffee 
 time.   
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Dennis & Valarie Grahl, Don & 
Dennis Casanova, Jim Bertsch, 
Larry & Linda Velliquette, Larry & 
Pat Wiedenheft, David & Cathy 
Wobser, Roy & Joyce Patterson, 
Fred Wobser, Betty Roeser, Cindy 
Griffin, Rich & Sheryl Miller, Bob 
& Alice Bertsch, Orris & Annette 
Wilburn, Russ Stephens, Stanley & 
Sheree Miller, Nancy Vollmer, 
Linda Gantz, Jack & Brenda Ried, Cecil & Sheila Duffett, 
Tom & Peggy Kingsborough, Nancy Sessler, Bob & Dolly 
Troike, David & Sally Warner, David Wiedenheft, Wesley 
& Betty Miller, Kent & Janice Miller, Adele & Gene 
Hoffman, Jean Cline, Denny & Barb Sessler, Barb Wobser, 
Angelo Urso, Phil & Janet Gardner, Tom & Debbie Miller, 
Mabel Royster, Matthew & Jill Conner, Deb Wilburn, 
Richard & Carol Wilburn, Dawn, Bill, & Adam Seeger, 
Mike & Maree Markley, Gary & Bonnie Lieb, Milton & 
Arlene Wilburn, Ken & Carrie Killingworth, Jean 
Holbrook, Greg Norman, Cindy Norman, Rob & Mari 
Polinsky, Barb & Gerold Lindstrom, Bernie & Mary Ann 
Neidler, Charles & Sandy Paseka,  in memory of  
Norm Stierhoff 
 
 
Jim Bertsch, Linda Gantz, Larry & Cathy Bales in memory 
of Ralph Alderman 
 
Fred Wobser in memory of George Brunow 
 
Fred Wobser in memory of Bill Brunow 
 

Jeannie Leimeister and Patty Swartz in loving memory of 

their mother, Martha M. Selke on her birthday May 12 

and Mother’s Day 

Jim Bertsch, Don & Dennis Cas-
anova, Rich & Sheryl Miller, 
Larry & Linda Velliquette, Lar-
ry & Pat Wiedenheft, David & 
Cathy Wobser, Russ Stephens, 
Nancy Vollmer, Diane DeVin-
ney, Fred Wobser, John & Joyce 
Lusch, Betty Roeser, Cindy 
Griffin, Bob & Alice Bertsch, 

Ben & Christina Stephens, Cindy Norman, Carl & Karen 
Schwochow, Janice Roesch, Stanley & Sheree Miller, 
Mary Ann Wiedenheft, Linda Gantz, Jack & Brenda 
Ried, Mike & Ruth Ann McCoy, Dave & Bev Mix, Greg 
& Susanne Lemert, Roy & Joyce Patterson, Greg Nor-
man, Rosemarie Canter, Tom & Peggy Kingsborough, 
Nancy Sessler, Matthew & Jill Conner, Jeff & Lisa 
Walker, David & Sally Warner, Barry & Karen Gill, Bob 
& Dolly Troike, Wesley & Betty Miller, Kent & Janice 
Miller, Adele & Gene Hoffman, Jean Cline, Denny & 
Barb Sessler, Barb Wobser, Phil & Janet Gardner, Alinor 
Stephens, Mike & Maree Markley, Gary & Bonnie Lieb, 
Brian Mix, Jean Holbrook,  Mr & Mrs John Wiedenheft, 
Rex & Charlene Stierhoff, Bernie & Mary Ann Neidler, 
Charles & Sandy Paseka, Arlayne Mischler, Patty 
Swartz, Ken & Carrie Killingsworth in memory of  
Barb Wiedenheft 
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Prayers, Readings and Psalm for the month of May 

 

May 7 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 7:55-60 - The martyrdom of Stephen 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 - Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)  
1 Peter 2:2-10 - God’s people chosen to proclaim God’s mighty acts 
John 14:1-14 - Christ the way, truth, and life 

 

Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
May 14 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 17:22-31 - Paul’s message to the Athenians 
Psalm 66:8-20 - Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 66:8)  
1 Peter 3:13-22 - The days of Noah, a sign of baptism 
John 14:15-21 - Christ our advocate 

 

Prayer of the Day:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great 
mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

May 21 - Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 1:6-14 - Jesus’ companions at prayer after his departure 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 - Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. (Ps. 68:4)  
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 - God will sustain and restore those who suffer 
John 17:1-11 - Christ’s prayer for his disciples 

 

Prayer of the Day:  O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with 
Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
May 28 - Day of Pentecost 

 

Acts 2:1-21 - Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b - Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)  
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 - Varieties of gifts from the same Spirit 
John 20:19-23 - The Spirit poured out 
 

Prayer of the Day:  O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. 
Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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