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Announcements 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life.  Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and 

supported as citizens of the new creation.  Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism.  Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring.  In mercy and might you have freed us from 

death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.  In baptismal waters 

our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 

 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  Honor to you for 

waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and 

creatures.  Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the 

Spirit of the new creation. 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.  Where drought dries the earth, 

bring refreshment.  Where despair prevails, grant hope.  Where chaos reigns, 

bring peace.  We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns 

forever.  Amen. 

 
 
Opening Hymn:  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! No. 385  



 



Greeting 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that 
guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cantical of Praise 

 



Prayer of the Day 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 
unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 
that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s 
approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 



 22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going 
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of 
your souls. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation

 

Gospel: John 10:1-10 

The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate 
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 
6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 
 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come 
in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Hymn:  Lead Me, Guide Me  No. 768 
 

 



Children’s Message/Skit 
 (Used with permission from ChildsPlay “The Lord Is My Shepherd) 

 
 

Hymn of the Day:  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us No.  789  

 



Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he was descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

You are the shepherd who gathers us in your mighty and loving arms. Help your 
church to listen for your voice, especially when the voices of sin, idolatry, and 
oppression threaten to overpower us. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
The green pastures, still waters, and dark valleys of this earth all belong to you, 
O Lord. Sustain your creation with a love that is both mighty and just. Where 
there is destruction, bring healing. Where there is desolation, bring abundance. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
You proclaim shepherding love, comfort, and protection for all people and all of 
creation. Direct leaders in our own time to learn from your example and 
instruction. Give them servant hearts, that they generously seek the good of all. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
You journey with us wherever our paths may lead. We pray for those feeling 
overwhelmed by anxiety or depression or suffering in any way (especially). Hear 
us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
You are the sheepgate that gives safety to your beloved flocks. Provide 
protection for refugees, victims of domestic violence, those who are imprisoned, 
and all people who are vulnerable to violence and mistreatment. (Local concerns 
may be named.) Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
You call your sheep by name and lead them through the valley of death. We give 
you thanks for those who have died and now dwell in your house forever 
(especially). Be with those who mourn, and give them hope in the promise of 
resurrection. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 



Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to 
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: I Know that My Redeemer Lives! No.  619  

 

 

 



 



Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God. 
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AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING:     
  

 At 9:00… 

   

 Worship Leader:   Roy Patterson 
 Readers:    Erica Miller, Mariska Farlow, 

Topanga Farlow, Natalie Thompson 
 Usher:    Roy Patterson 
 Acolyte:    Carlie Wiedenheft 
  
 April Altar Care:   Pat Wiedenheft 
   
ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Craig & Betsy Stierhoff in 
celebration of Craig’s birthday on May 2 and their 27th Anniversary on May 4. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

  
For all directly or indirectly effected by earthquakes, blizzards, tornadoes, and 

flooding, Covid, Mass Shootings happening nationwide and Ukraine Crisis; 
FAITH members, including; Dan Miller; 

the people of St. Peter, Norwalk, and their pastor, Ann Marshall; 
the ministry of KinShip in working with broken families. 

  
ATTENDANCE 
 April 23, 2023:  45 + 39 = 84  
  

  

DONATIONS TO OUR “PENNY JUG” support the global relief and habilitation 
efforts of ELCA World Hunger, a mission of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. 
 
THIS MORNING’S LOOSE CASH OFFERING (money not in an envelope or given 
without other designation) benefits Current Expenses Fund.  LOOSE CHECKS will 
support our Current Expenses Fund unless designated otherwise on the check 
memo line.   
 
  



This Week at Trinity 
  
TODAY  Unity Service     9:00 am only 
      Youth will be leading us in worship 
   Milk, Cookies, Coffee following worship 
 

WEDNESDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  7:00 pm 
 
FRIDAY  Carol on Vacation    Office Closed 
 

SATURDAY “We All Belong” (Narcotics Anon.)  11:00 am 
  

SUNDAY  Communion Service    8:00 & 10:30 am 
   Sunday School     9:15 am 
 
 
BLOOD DRIVE at the Congregational United Church of Christ, 205 Main Street, 
Castalia in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, May 8, 2023, from 1:00 pm to 6:30 pm.  
To schedule an appointment, go to RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor Code: 
CUC or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. 
  

 

 

 
The Community Mission Committee 

is holding a non-perishable food drive for  
  

Grace’s Food Pantry 
  

for the month of April 
  

Some suggested items are: 
 

Cans of Soup 
Canned Pasta (like SpaghettiOs, Ravioli) 

Pasta Noodles 
Peanut Butter 

Jelly  
Cereal 

Tuna/Hamburger Helper 
 

There is a basket to place your items in the 
education hallway. 

 
 



 


