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Dear Trinity Members and Friends,  

 

You all have me thinking about gifts!  First, thank 

you all to those who welcomed me with the card 

shower.  What a blessing – your continued love and 

grace over these first few months together has been 

an overwhelming gift.  Each of the gift cards will 

be used to turn a house into a home. Thank you.  

 

The Christmas season of course is also a time that brings up ideas of gifts.  If you 

have your shopping done or haven’t even started, my guess is that you have thought 

about some kind of gift giving in the past few days.  Gifts are something 

voluntarily and freely given with no expectations attached.  The “no expectations 

attached” however, can sometimes trip us up! As a giver, we occasionally find 

ourselves wanting thanks, praise, or rewards for the things we give.  As a receiver, 

sometimes we question motives behind the gift or we worry we aren’t worthy of 

what was given.   

 

In Jesus, we celebrate a gift that was freely and voluntarily given with no 

expectations attached.  The love of the one true God became incarnate and arrived 

wrapped in swaddling clothes.  The love of God grew up knowing what it was like 

to be hungry and tired.  The love of God experienced groaning at bad jokes, 

laughing with friends, and all the joys and sorrows of humanity.  The love of God 

was freely given even when it was rejected and cast aside.  We may worry about our 

worthiness or even question why God would bother, but it truly was a gift to be 

received with no expectations.   

 

I pray that you feel that joy of giving and are blessed with receiving this season as 

well.  I pray that you are able to feel God’s 

infinite love being poured out just for YOU and 

that it overwhelms your heart and mind.  God’s 

love has come!  

 

Grace and Peace,  

 

Pastor Jen 



Mark your calendars for the Advent/Christmas services in December   
 

Sunday, December 3 

8:00 am with communion, and at 10:30 am 

 

Wednesday, December 6 

Advent Service “St. Nicholas Day” at 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday, December 10 

9:30 am with communion and the Children’s Christmas Program 

 

Sunday, December 17 

9:30 am with communion and wear your Silly Sweater Day 

 

Sunday, December 24 

9:30 am with communion followed by Cookies & Cocoa from the 

Young at Heart Group 

 

Sunday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

7:00 pm with communion, candles, and Silent Night 

 

Sunday, December 31 

9:30 am, Carol Service with no communion 
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Youth and Family 
 

 

 

 

 

ON DECEMBER 3 THE YOUTH WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN “CHRISTMAS IN THE 
VILLAGE” IN CASTALIA.  Come see their table and join in some fun activities from 3:00 pm 
to 5:30 pm.   

 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
will be Sunday, December 10 during the 9:30 am 
worship service.  The kids program is called 
“Christmas Around the World” and will share customs 
about each country and even some of their Carols 
and food they were known for.  We invite you to stay 
after the worship service to sample some of the 
goodies from these countries.   

 

 

EVERYONE!  DECEMBER 16 IS THE LAYING OF THE 
WREATHS FOR WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA The 
festivities begin at 12:00 noon. We will meet at the Castalia 
Cemetery for a ceremony to honor all Veterans.  This should 
only last about 15-20 minutes.  Then at 12:45 we will meet at 
the Venice Cemetery to place the 57 wreaths on the graves of 
the Veterans buried there.  This should only take maybe 15-
30 minutes depending on how many come out to help.  
Please come and support our Veterans. 

 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 17 WILL BE “WEAR YOUR 
SILLY SWEATER DAY”.  Show your holiday spirit 
with a fun sweater, shirt, leggings, tie, etc.   (There will 
be NO decorating of shirts on Saturday, December 16 
after the wreath laying.)   
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AGAIN, THIS YEAR WE ARE ASKING FOR SEATS 

AND FEETS (underwear and socks) for Care and 

Share and Crossroads Homeless Shelter.  Both are out 

of gloves/mittens this fall so we are asking for these 

donations earlier than normal.  Watch for the tree in 

the back of the sanctuary. 

  

 

THE HELPING HANDS TREE is full of hands with items that 3 

families are asking for this Christmas!  As in the past, take a hand 

or two, or how many you want and purchase that item.  If you would 

like to wrap your item, that would be great.  Either way, PLEASE 

make sure you put the paper hand back on the outside of the gift, so 

we know which family your purchase goes to.  And this year we will 

need all the gifts back here by DECEMBER 17
th

 so we can 

distribute them that afternoon to the families. Thank you in 

advance for your help in making these kids Christmas as special as 

we can for them this year!  God Bless you all for showing compassion for others 

and doing God’s work with our Hands! 

 
 

OUR ELCA GOOD GIFTS TREE is back again this year.  

This is our annual wider church mission support event and is 

now out for you to purchase items from.   

 
 

 

     This is how this works: 

 

Pick an ornament from the tree which you would like to support. 

Take it and an envelope with you, fill out the information needed on the envelope. 

Place the money in the envelope.  

Bring it back next week with you or mail it to the church office.   

You get to keep the ornament or give it to the person you have honored or a family member of 

someone you have memorialized. 

   All memorials or honoraria will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

POINSETTIAS ORDER FORMS are out and ready for you to purchase for 

Christmas Eve.  Please include your name and dedication along with your payment 

and turn your orders in by Monday, December 11. Your dedications will be 

listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  5 
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TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Meeting Highlights - November 16, 2023 - 7:00 pm 

 

(These are unapproved meeting minutes) 

Attending: Nancy Vollmer, Pat Wiedenheft, Jim Bertsch, Betsy Stierhoff, Pastor Jen, Carrie Wiedenheft, 
Secretary Carol Dahs and 2024 new members Gayle Thompson & Bill Bertsch.  Absent:  Millie McCready & 
Kathy Bango 
 

Meeting called to order by President – Carrie Wiedenheft 
 

Opening devotions were given by Nancy Vollmer. 
 

Minutes of previous meeting (October 2023) were reviewed.  Jim made a motion to accept the October meeting 
minutes with the following corrections:  Under Mission Service Jim delivered the kits on October 14 not 
November, and under Worship & Music the first service on December 3 should be 8 am not 9.  2nd by Betsy.  
Motion passed.   
 

Treasurer’s report for October 2023 was reviewed.  Jim noted that $20,500 from the Charity Fund was 
distributed as approved at the congregational meeting.  Pat made a motion to accept the October Treasurer’s 
report.  2nd by Nancy.  Motion passed. 
 

President’s Report: The Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes were passed out for review.     
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Jen said that First Communion went well.  She has met with the confirmation kids and 
their parents, and they are working on their assignments.  Mariska Farlow will let P. Jen know when she would 
like to have her actual service for confirmation.  P. Jen has visited Paul Wiedenheft and Pat Nielsen so far.  She 
will continue with visits over the next few weeks.   Her and Malichi’s vacation was crazy but good. She will be 
meeting with Adele on Friday to go over hymns and settings for the next few months. 
 

Congregational Life – Kathy Bango – Carrie reported for Kathy that all she has going on at this time is the card 
shower for P. Jen.  She has received some complaints about the songs that are being sung.  
 

Faith Builders – Pat Wiedenheft – The kids will be participating in Christmas in the Village in Castalia again 
this year.  They will have a game that prizes can be won.  This is December 3 from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm.  On 
December 10 will be the kids Christmas program “Christmas Around the World”.  Saturday, December 16 will 
be the laying of the wreaths for Wreaths Across America.  The program will start at noon in Castalia and wreaths 
will be laid at 1:00 at the Venice Cemetery.  There will be hot chocolate and treats afterwords at the church and 
time to work on your ugly sweater for the next day.  December 31 will be “Wear your PJ’s” for the kids to 
celebrate New Year’s Eve.  
  
Mission Service – Betsy Stierhoff – The annual Good Gifts tree will be out soon.    
  
Property – Mike Sabo will be in to do construction work on the parsonage.  When he has time, he will work on 
the fellowship hall in the church basement.  Jim & Bill painted the parsonage basement.  It looks amazing.  
Bonnie and Barb have done a lot of cleaning at the parsonage.  Bonnie is looking for someone to clean and wax 
the floors in the church basement. 
 

Worship and Music – Nancy Vollmer –The next meeting will be December 6 at 2:00 pm. They will be 
discussing communion, Lent, and Fifth Sundays for next year.  Council decided to do Grape Juice, Fruit, 
Muffins, Coffee, and Milk after the service on December 31.  Hopefully Nancy will have tentative schedules for 
lectors, ushers, and acolytes for the January newsletter. 
 

Old Business – The video equipment is all installed.  Dave will work out the bugs this Sunday and the plan is to 
be able for us to use it on November 26.  The Zoom subscription and bulk mailing accounts have been cancelled.  
Carol did the upgrade to the Sundays and Seasons license for music downloads.    
 

New Business – Habitat for Humanity invited us to a thank you banquet.  Unfortunately, no one was available to 
attend.  Betsy made a motion to purchase $250 in Good Gifts as a thank you to Barb, Bonnie, Gary, Jim, Bill, 
and Mike for all their work at the parsonage. Funds to come from the current fund.  2nd by Nancy.  
Motion passed.   7 



 
FAITH Member Ministry  

 

Friends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their 

Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Centers 

 

“You never know when a moment and a few sincere words can have an  
impact on a life forever.” – Zig Ziglar 

 
 

FAITH Members (as of 10/26/23) 

At the Commons of Providence, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Ruth Sieb  Apt #107          Birthday - Sept. 19 

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

 Ruby Stierhoff  Rm #114                                                                                      Birthday - July 26 

At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870     

      Paul Wiedenheft             Birthday - Oct. 11 

At Parkvue Community, 3800 Boardwalk Blvd, Sandusky OH  44870 
 

 Ray Remy  Apt. 112                 Birthday - Feb 9 
 
At Portland House, 3808 Venice Rd, Sandusky OH  44870 
 

Mary Ann Neidler       Rm #123 Birthday - Dec 30 
 
 

At The Meadows of Osborn Park, 3916 Perkins Avenue, Huron, Ohio  44839 
 

At Otterbein Senior Life, 9400 North Shore Blvd, Lakeside-Marblehead OH  43440 
 

At the Commons of Providence Assisted Living Building, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

At the Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, Ohio 44811 

At Heritage Village, 700 Helen Street, Clyde, Ohio  43410 

 
In their homes: 
 

Brian Hickman   51 N. Harbors End, Port Clinton   419-732-7398                        May 25  

Pat Nielsen   1502 Martins Point Road, Sandusky   419-684-5627                      June 6                        

Judy Welser   5619 Debra Drive, Castalia      419-684-7232                      Feb. 11 

 

 

Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers 
and communion, please contact Patty Swartz at 419-626-4970. 

8 



DECEMBER ALTAR 
CARE 

 
Ann Strean and Sally Warner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAM! 
 

Today’s Christian Music 

in a Spirit-filled 

Atmosphere!   
 

Come, Worship, and Sing! 

 
 

NO, Jam Session in 

December 
 

 

 

Crossroads Homeless Shelter 
Meal 

for December 20, 2023 
 

Turkey with Gravy 
Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 
Dressing 

Bread 
Oreo Dirt Pudding 

Fudge 

 
Jim is still cooking monthly meals for 

Crossroads.  If you would like to support this 
ministry please send your donation to the 

church and mark it Homeless Meal. 

The Young at Heart 

g roup met  on 

November 8 at 

Trinity and sorted, 

bundle, and labeled 

socks for Care and 

Share.  Following 

that they met at 

Applebee’s for lunch.  Around 15 people 

were able to gather for this.  Games were 

played and prizes were handed out.  The 

group is looking at going to see a movie in 

December.  Watch for more details on this.   
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BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Tara Jones 

  Koral Russell 

 2 Janis Miller 

 4 Regan Patten 

 5 Jeffrey Wright 

  Jack Wright 

 7 Joseph Miller 

  Alinor Stephens 

 9 Robert Moser 

  Sharon Swartz 

11 Edward Grahl 

  David Warner 

14 James Bertsch 

15 Joshua Miller 

16 Nancy Vollmer 

  Larry Velliquette 

  Connor Swartz 

17 Carrie Lemert 

19 Patsy Troike 

  Lilah Werner 

20 Alice Kuns 

21 Rachel Haynes 

  Ryan Patten 

  Lincoln Smith 

  Remy Schenk 

  Dawn Smith 

  Mark Wiedenheft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 Jeffrey Miller 

  Mary Miller 

23 James Yantz 

24 Jan Jenkins 

25 Barry Gill 

26 Mackenzie Todd 

27 Shelby Stallard 

  Douglas Stierhoff 

29 Jacob Stierhoff 

30 Ross Patten 

  Jason Hemmer 

  Krista Schill 

  Mary Ann Neidler 

JULY MILESTONES DECEMBER MILESTONES 

  5 Mark & Carrie Wiedenheft - 14th 

 6 Russell & Leigh Howard- 26th 

28 Gary & Jody Eckler - 39th 

29 Weston & Laura Miller - 11th 

ANNIVERSARIES 

On behalf of the people of Trinity, our Congregation Council thanks: 

 

• To Cyclone Services for their trash removal with all our renovations. 

• To Bonnie & Gary Lieb, Barb Sessler, Jim Bertsch, Bill Bertsch, & Mike 

Markley for all their hard work on the parsonage and basement 

renovations. 

• Anne Van Raepenbusch for making cookies and fudge for Crossroads. 

• To Ken Killingsworth for his help with the emergency water leak 

 at the parsonage. 10 

Mike & Maree Markley in 

memory of Shirley Miller 

 

Tom & Shirley Sigman in 

memory of Viola Liptok 

 

Memorial to the church in 

memory of Norm Stierhoff from his family. 

 

Patti Swartz, Ruth Sieb, Jim Bertsch in memory of Cathy 

Wobser’s sister Patricia Edgington 
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Prayers, Readings and Psalm for the month of December 
 

December 3 - First Sunday of Advent 

 

Isaiah 64:1-9 - Prayer that God would come with power and compassion 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 - Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 - Gifts of grace sustain those who wait for the end 
Mark 13:24-37 - The sudden coming of the Son of Man 
 

Prayer of the Day:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
December 10 - Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Isaiah 40:1-11 - Good news of God’s coming to a people in exile 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 - Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13)  
2 Peter 3:8-15a - Waiting for and hastening the day of God 
Mark 1:1-8 - John appears from the wilderness 

 

Prayer of the Day:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve 
you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

December 17 - Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 - Righteousness and praise flourish like a garden 
Psalm 126 - The Lord has done great things for us. (Ps. 126:3)  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 - Kept in faith until the coming of Christ 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 - A witness to the light 

 

Prayer of the Day:  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your prophets, 
that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
December 24 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 - The Lord’s promise to David 
Luke 1:46b-55 - You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52)   
Romans 16:25-27 - The mystery of God revealed in Jesus Christ 
Luke 1:26-38 - The angel appears to Mary 
 

Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 
that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
December 31 - First Sunday of Christmas 
 
Isaiah 61:10--62:3 - Clothed in garments of salvation 
Psalm 148 - The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)  
Galatians 4:4-7 - Children and heirs of God 
Luke 2:22-40 - The presentation of the child 
 
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored 
it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 13 
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CR2009.01.  A policy regarding cancellation and postponement of worship and other events is hereby 
established.   

a. Worship and Sunday School - It is the intention of the pastor and people of Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation to hold worship as regularly scheduled.  When weather is inclement, 
and when roads conditions are less then optimum, worship will be held, but worshipers should 
not feel compelled to venture out if they believe they may not be able to do so safely.  However, 
in the event that: 
 1.  weather and/or road conditions are such that the pastor cannot get to the church, 
 2.  the pastor and parishioners would clearly endanger themselves by trying to do so, 
 3.  there is some other situation, such as 
       (a).  a declared national, state, or local emergency, 
       (b).  a serious problem with the church building, such as loss of heat or water 

 the president of the congregation (or vice president, should the president be unavailable) and the 
pastor shall confer with one another, and, upon their agreement, worship may be canceled.  If 
Sunday worship is cancelled, Sunday School shall be deemed cancelled as well.  Efforts will be 
made to make the cancellation known to as many parishioners as possible by phone or e-mail.  
Parishioners should be informed that, if they question whether worship is being held, they 
should call the church office.  A special message will be placed on the church telephone’s 
answering device if indeed worship has been cancelled. 

 
Below is Trinity’s By-Laws on how services will be delt with if there is inclement 

weather this winter.   
 

PLEASE ALSO NOTE: 
 

The front sanctuary doors will not be unlocked and the 
sidewalks to them will not be cleared.   

 
Please use the south entrance or the portico door 



Trinity Daughter Retires from Trinity 
 

After thirty-nine years of church music ministry, May Schwarz has retired from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in 
Columbus.  May was born on October 4, 1945, to the late Arlo and Myrtle (Heinzerling) Brown, and she grew 
up at 503 Bardshar Road, just across the street from Trinity Church.  She is the sister of the late Russ Brown.  
May has two adult children, Krista and Hans.   
 
From information provided by Trinity Seminary, now a part of Capital University: “Professor Schwarz came to 
Trinity in 1984. One of the most notable accomplishments of her 39-year tenure at Trinity was the development 
and leadership of the Master of Arts in Church Music program. Many in the local community have been 
enriched by her extracurricular activities, such as the Tuesdays at Trinity summer music series each June and the 
powerful Choral Evensong services held each year at All Saints and in Eastertide. Generations of Trinity 
students attribute their knowledge of the church’s various liturgies, as well as their confidence in singing and in 
chanting, to Professor Schwarz’s encouragement and guidance.” 
 
May’s educational experience included graduation from Margaretta High School, bachelor of music from 
Oberlin College, master of music from The Ohio State University, and master of theological studies from Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary.  She is rostered as a deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  For decades, 
May was the music director of St. John’s Evangelical Protestant Church  (United Church of Christ) in downtown 
Columbus. 
 
Trinity Congregation was happy to have May come home and serve as a Sunday organist during its Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary celebrations in 2001.  May also played for the funeral for her mother, Myrtle, in April of 2004.  
May was pleased to call Trinity her home congregation. 
 
We thank our “Columbus connection,” Mary Ann Wiedenheft, for letting us know of May’s retirement. 
 
 
FYI… 
 
May’s home address appears to be…. 
 
Deacon May Schwarz 
2737 Bexley Park Road 
Columbus, OH  43209-2231 
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