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A Note from Pastor Jen 

Dear People of God at Trinity, 

On September 13th, we will gather for a very special worship service — one that only comes around once in 
the life of a congregation. One hundred years. That is not just a number – it’s a century of baptisms and 
funerals, of confirmation classes and Christmas pageants, of potlucks and prayers and people who showed up 
for one another in the best and hardest seasons of life. 

We want to celebrate all of it!  So, we need some help from you! 

Your Story Is Part of Our Story 

Every person connected to this congregation carries a piece of Trinity’s story. We are collecting those stories 
to weave into our centennial celebration in two ways:   

First, we will share your stories on our Facebook page throughout the summer, so the wider community can 
witness what Trinity has meant to so many people over the years. Then, on September 13th, selected stories 
will be compiled and displayed during the centennial service and reception brunch, becoming part of the 
permanent record of our congregation’s life. 

What Kind of Story? 

No story is too small. In fact, it’s often the small ones that carry the most truth. Here are a few prompts to get 
you started: 

• A moment at Trinity when you felt truly welcomed, seen, or held. 

• A pastor, teacher, choir director, or fellow member who changed your life.  

• A service, a sacrament, or a season of the church year that stays with you. 

• Something funny, unexpected, or wonderfully strange that happened here. 

• What Trinity has meant to your family across generations. 

• A time this community showed up for you — or you showed up for them. 

How to Share Your Story 

You can share your remembrance in whatever way is easiest for you: 

By email: Send your story to TrinityElcaSandusky@gmail.com 

On paper: Watch for story cards in the narthex — fill one out and drop it in the offering plate or the church 
mailbox.   

Please share your story by Sunday, August 31st so we have time to gather and prepare them. And please let 
us know if you’re comfortable with your story being shared publicly on Facebook, or if you’d prefer it be kept 
just for the September 13th celebration. 

One hundred years of faith does not happen by accident. It happens because ordinary people kept showing up 
— week after week, season after season — and chose to do life together in this place. Your story is proof of 
that. We can’t wait to hear it. 

In gratitude and anticipation, Pastor Jen 
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The Community Mission Team is starting the “God’s Work Our Hands” 
project. This year we will again be making personal care kits. 
Any of the following donations are greatly appreciated: 

1. One light weight bath sized towel, (20”X40” to 52”X 27”). 
2. Two or three bath sized bars of soap (8-9 oz.) individually wrapped, no 

minis or hotel size bars.  
3. One adult sized toothbrush in original package. 
4. One sturdy comb, no picks or fine toothed. 

 
The Mission Team needs help on September 6th at 9:15am, to assemble kits. Thank you in advance for your 
faithfulness in this large mission project. We are God’s workers, working together. (1 Corinthians 3:9)        
 

 
 

Do you have any spare Christmas cookie cutters? The Sunday school team is looking for cookie cutters for a 
project. Donations will be accepted now through this fall.  
 

A Summer Blessing 
 

On the Galilean road, Jesus stopped to reflect and pray. 
We, too, long for rest and a balm for our souls. 

Seeing those in need, Jesus healed, taught, and fed. 
We are called to live as servants, 
loving our neighbors as ourselves 

Holding the children close, Jesus blessed them; 
for to such as these the kingdom of heaven belongs. 

On the road to Bethlehem, the true light came into the world. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us and we have seen his glory. 

 
This litany for the summer is meant to remind us to take Jesus with us wherever we may go. Hopefully, you 
will find some rest or see or experience something new. Hopefully, you will spot “the true light that has come 
into the world” in your travels. Our prayers will be for you, wherever you may be, that you will have rest, that 
you will have fun like a child, and that you will see Christ wherever you go.  Excerpted from Pastor Steve at 
Bethesda Lutheran Church in Eugene, OR  
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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Minutes for Monthly Meeting --  May 21st, 2026, 7:00pm 

 
Attending: Jim Bertsch, Chrissie Nielsen, Stephanie Lehr, Bill Bertsch, PR. Jen, Barb Sessler, Sally Warner 
Meeting called to order by Vice President Bill Bertsch; he then gave an opening devotion.  
 
Minutes of previous meeting were reviewed with several changes in phrasing. Bill motioned to approve and Chrissie 
2nd.  
 
Treasurer’s report: Barb motioned to approve; Sally 2nd.  
President’s Report: No report given. 
 
Pastor’s Report: PR. Jen recently completed several hospital visits. She met with Josh & Paige for premarital 
counseling. She attended a block party at The Center and distributed promotional brochures; approximately 200 
people attended. She is working with Zion & St. John to plan and organize day camp and train camp counselors. The 
second service attendance was discussed.   
 
Congregational Life (Sally Warner): The Puzzle Library is closing. The items from the corner room in the Upper 
Gathering Room will be moved to the former Puzzle Room. The corner room will be transformed into an archive 
room. Sally will be meeting with Jim to work on the church’s 100th anniversary invitation. Prices for breakfast are 
being researched.  
 
Faith Builders (Pat Wiedenheft): No report given.   
Community Mission (Chrissie Nielsen): Flag service will be held at 9:15 am the following Sunday with subsequent 
flag placement at Venice Cemetery. Sandwiches will be assembled for God’s Work, Our Hands on 7/12. The 
collection for hygiene kits will commence on June 14th and final assembly is September 6th.  

 
Property (Bill Bertsch): Upstairs gathering room is officially finished. Stephanie distributed a model containing a 
breakdown of remodeling expenses. The lower entrance by the sacristy needs a baseboard ($600 quote). Sally 
motioned to approve the project; Barb 2nd. The cross on the south side of the church is not working. Jim suggested 
troubleshooting the church bells before calling a company to come out. Prices on the asphalt sealing have not been 
obtained yet.  
 
Stewardship and Finance (Ann Strean): No report given.    
Worship and Music (Adele Hoffman): Barb reported on behalf of Adele. Musicians are being considered for special 
music during future worship services, such as Will Coffman on trumpet. Organ tuning will be performed once a year 
to save money. Adele may not be present on Father’s Day. Future dates such as the centennial and anniversary 
service were discussed. The committee will be meeting on August 5th at 10:00 am. 
 
Young at Heart: No report given.   
Old Business: No report given.  
New Business: The Erie County Senior Center is looking for a sponsorship of $150 for a special 250th anniversary 
celebration. Trinity’s name will be publicized. Chrissie motioned to approve the sponsorship with Barb seconding. 
Pastor Jen suggested serving coffee after each service, exclusive to the summer season. Sally recommended 
photographs of the Upper Gathering Room for insurance purposes.    
 
Thank yous: Laureen Bolling for donating archive materials, Upper Gathering Room remodeling committee: Bonnie 
Lieb, Barb Sessler, Jamie Opfer, Sally Warner, Bill Bertsch, Denny Sessler; those who directed money for Thrivent; 
Candy Beatty, Barb Sessler, Denise Casanova, Cathy Wobser, and Sally Warner for making Mother’s Day candles. 
 Assistant to count offering in June: Sally Warner 

The devotion leader for the next meeting: Adele Hoffman 
Sally moved to adjourn; Barb 2nd. Closed with Lord’s Prayer. 
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Crossroads Meal by Jim Bertsch 
July 15th, 2026 
  
Hot Dogs 
Baked Beans 
Potato Salad 
Coleslaw 
Watermelon 
  
If you would like to support this ministry, please mark 
your church donation as “Homeless Meals.”  
 

 July 5th is JAM & JAM Sunday! Join us for a 
special jam session between services and 

delicious homemade raspberry jam made by 
Jim Bertsch and Linda Wilcox. The raspberry 

jam will be available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Donation-based; contributions will 

be directed towards the parking lot 
maintenance. 

 

 
 

FAITH Member Ministry  
Friends and Family Abiding in Christ In Their 

Homes/Hospitals/Healthcare Center 
 

FAITH Members (as of 06/01/2026) 

  

  

At the Commons of Providence, 5000 

Providence Drive, Sandusky 

Ruth Sieb  Apt #107  

        

Birthday - Sept. 19 

At the Commons of Providence Memory Care 

Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

Ruby Stierhoff  Rm #114                                                                                   

Birthday - July 26 

  

At Parkvue Community, 3800 Boardwalk 
Blvd, Sandusky OH  44870 
  
Ray Remy  Apt. 112  

             

Birthday - Feb 9 

  
At Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes 

Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870     

Alice Bertsch   

  

At Admiral’s Pointe, 1920 Cleveland Road 

West | Huron, Ohio 44839  

Mary Ann Neidler  

  
In their homes: 
  
Judy Welser   5619 Debra 

Drive, Castalia      419-

684-7232                       

Laura Allen   2015 Cedar 

Point Rd, Sandusky 

Pat Nielsen   1502 Martins 

Point Rd, Sandusky     

  

Should you like to join our team in 

making home visits, where we offer 

conversation, prayers and 

communion, please contact Patty 

Swartz at 419-626-4970. 

  

 

Commons of Providence, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

Ruth Sieb  Apt #107           Birthday: Sept. 19 

Commons of Providence Memory Care Unit, 4901 Providence Drive, Sandusky 

Ruby Stierhoff  Rm #131                                                                               Birthday: July 26 

  
Parkvue Community, 3800 Boardwalk Blvd, Sandusky OH  44870 
Ray Remy  Apt. 112              Birthday: Feb 9 
Mary Ann Neidler            Birthday: Dec 30 

  
Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, Ohio 44870    

Alice Bertsch  Rm #43        Birthday: April 25 

Patty Swartz  Rm #52        Birthday: June 5  

In their homes: 
Judy Welser  5619 Debra Drive, Castalia    419-684-7232             Birthday: Feb 11 

Laura Allen  2015 Cedar Point Rd, Sandusky 

Pat Nielsen  1502 Martins Point Rd, Sandusky     Birthday: June 6 

Marilee Werner 5110 McCartney Rd, Sandusky     Birthday: June 27 

Orpha Densmore 7138 SR 412, Clyde       Birthday: April 12 

  
Should you like to join our team in making home visits, where we offer conversation, prayers and communion, 

please contact Patty Swartz at 419-366-4684. 
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BIRTHDAYS  

Sandy Paseka  07/18 
Candance Betty 07/20  
Dennis Sessler  07/24 
Adele Hoffman 07/26 
Ruby Stierhoff  07/26 
Fred Wobser Jr. 07/29 
Don Casanova  07/31 
 
ANNIVERSARIES     YEARS 

Charlie & Kathy Bango 07/07    26 
David & Sally Warner 07/19    51 
Michael & Maree Markley 07/26   51 
Thomas & Peggy Kingsborough 07/31  50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity would like to thank:  

• Carlie, Emma, Drew & Zoe for providing special music 

• Emma for attending the synod assembly 

• Wayne Gysan for playing guitar  

• Jason Cappelletty for playing guitar 

Patty Swartz would like to thank those who sent beautiful birthday cards.  

MEMORIALS & HONORIUMS 
 
In memory of Norman Stierhoff 
Shelby Koch  
 
In memory of Sam Wilcox 
Jim Bertsch  
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JULY 2026     
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 

      NA 11am  
 
 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Communion 
8 & 10:30am 
JAM & JAM 
 

  NA 7pm    NA 11am  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Word & Prayer 
8 & 10:30am 
 

  Crossroads 
1pm 
 
NA 7pm  

7pm Church 
Council 

 NA 11am 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Communion 
8 & 10:30am 
 

   
NA 7pm 

 Lunch & 
Laughs 
11:30am 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Word & Prayer 
8 & 10:30am 
 

   
NA 7pm 
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Monthly Leadership 
 

Date Ushers 
Early 

Lector 
Early 

Acolyte 
 

Ushers 
Late 

Lector 
Late 

 
July 5 

 
Greg Norman & 
Rich Miller 

 
Guy Miller 

Zane Warner 
Mason Russell 
(late) 

 
Barb & Denny 
Sessler 

 
Mason Russell 

 
July 12 

 
Greg Norman & 
Rich Miller 

 
Joyce Patterson 

 
Emma 
Killingsworth 

 
Barb & Denny 
Sessler 

 
Gayle 
Thompson 

 
July 19 

 
Greg Norman & 
Rich Miller 

 
Russ Stephens 

 
Ryan Wiedenheft 

 
Barb & Denny 
Sessler 

 
Natalie 
Thompson 

 
July 26 

 
Greg Norman & 
Rich Miller 

 
Sally Warner 

 
Lincoln Smith 

 
Barb & Denny 
Sessler 

 
Cathy Wobser 

 

Date Altar Flowers Memorial Flowers 

 
July 5 

 
Larry & Pat Wiedenheft 

 
Greg & Cindy Norman 

 
July 12 

  

 
July 19 

 
Craig & Betsy Stierhoff 

 

 
July 26 

 
Tom & Peggy Kingsborough 

 
Rex & Charlene Stierhoff 

 

Altar Care for July:  Sheryl Miller, Cathy Wobser, Candy Beatty 
 
Communion Assistants:  Guy Miller (Early)  Gayle Thompson (Late) 
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July Readings & Prayers 

June 5 : Pentecost 6, US Semiquincentennial 
Zechariah 9:9-12 
The king will come in humility and peace 
Psalm 145:8-14 
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8) 
Romans 7:15-25a 
The struggle within the self 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The yoke of discipleship 
 
Prayer of the Day: Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom. 
Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but above all things give us faith in 
you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
July 12: Pentecost 7  
 
Isaiah 55:10-13 
The growth of the word to accomplish God’s purpose 
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 
Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 
Romans 8:1-11 
Live according to the Spirit 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The parable of the sower and the seed 
 
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit 
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
July 19: Pentecost 8 
 
Isaiah 44:6-8 
There is no other God than the LORD 
Psalm 86:11-17 
Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11) 
Romans 8:12-25 
The revealing of the children of God 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
The parable of the weeds 
 
Prayer of the Day: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-5/22622
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-5/22622
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-5/22622
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-5/22622
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-19/0
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July 26: Pentecost 9 
 
1 Kings 3:5-12 
Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 
Psalm 119:129-136 
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130) 
Romans 8:26-39 
Nothing can separate us from God’s love 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Parables of the reign of heaven 
 
Prayer of the Day: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us 
into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that 
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-7-26/0
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